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2022 Questionnaire
Ontario Catholic School Trustees

The Catholic Church considers that elected democratic office is a position of immense responsibility, to be

held in high trust and exercised with great humility, wisdom, and responsibility, in the interest of the common
good.

This is particularly true with respect to those who seek to govern publicly-funded Catholic Schools. Education is
of first importance for the future of our society; and Catholic education, properly conducted, can be of unique
importance in passing our faith to future generations. Few endeavors offer comparable opportunities to
integrate faith into the entire range of personal and social values for future generations.

The Church teaches that the ultimate purpose of this life is to seek the truth, which is God. “God is the ultimate
end of his creatures and for no reason may the common good be deprived of its transcendent dimension.” This
truth is most effectively communicated to our children by their families, parishes, and schools.

Please confirm your name, district and ward, and preferred contact information:

candidate’s name:  Jennifer Wigston

School District: York Catholic DSB

Ward: Wards 3,4 & 5

E-mail: Jennifer@jenniferwigston.ca rrone: 4168350307

Social Media Handle(s): | have social media that is election specific and social media that | use for
YCDSB and the community generally (excluding election information)

YOUR VISION FOR SERVICE AS A TRUSTEE
Adapted from OCSTA’s “Becoming a Catholic School Trustee”

Catholic schools are not alternate public schools. In addition to the curriculum presented by secular schools,
Catholic schools provide religious instruction, impart Gospel values, and display religious symbols, and serve as
a critical part of the Church’s mission to evangelize youth. Catholic parents freely choose to send their
children to Catholic schools with the full expectation that they will be socialized into a faith community in
which the person and message of Jesus is central to instruction in all subject areas.

The distinctiveness of Catholic schools arises from their teaching students to incorporate the person and the
message of Jesus Christ in all aspects of their lives, while our secular society makes the human person the
measure of all things. Catholic schools provide the spiritual and transcendent dimension which says that God
is ultimately the measure and meaning of life.
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Q. 1. What draws you to the vocation of service as a Catholic school trustee?

Two of my three children are students at YCDSB (the eldest graduated in 2020), so | have a vested
interest in protecting and promoting Catholic education.

Community service has always been important to me. Since my children were small, | volunteered in
their schools and served on the Catholic School Council and YCPIC. The last four years as Trustee
have been joyous, exhilarating, challenging and eye-opening. | have embraced every opportunity to
learn about different areas of the Board, from bargaining to SEAC, to better inform my decisions.

As Trustee, | have had the unique opportunity to visit many school communities, both in the area |
represent and across the board. It is a blessing to be able to meet the students, staff and families of
the schools and learn about their experiences in the school system. Only by actively participating in
our communities do we have the opportunity to truly hear from people and begin to understand what
we are doing well and how the Board can improve its practices for the benefit of all students.

My conduct over the last four years speaks to my willingness to listen and learn, to keep an open
mind and to participate in the community. If re-elected, you can expect that | will continue to be
available, approachable and active in school events to the extent that | am able. | am committed to
listening and researching in order to learn and understand issues. | will serve with positivity,
enthusiasm, compassion and integrity.

Q. 2. What do you hope to accomplish as a Catholic school trustee?

- have clear and open communication with parents

- ensure decisions are made with our students’ well-being (physical, intellectual and spiritual) in mind
- use resources effectively and efficiently so all students have access to the best education possible
- promote the achievements of YCDSB students, staff, schools and programs

- lobby for Special Education resources to fully and appropriately support all students

- facilitate events that strengthen the relationships with our Catholic partners
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Q. 3. What experience do you have that qualifies you to serve as a Catholic school trustee?

As noted in question #1, two of our three children are students at YCDSB (the eldest graduated in
2020.) Since the time they were in JK, | have been an active volunteer in their schools, and held a
variety of positions on the Catholic School Council in addition to serving a term on YCPIC (York
Catholic Parent Involvement Committee.)

Not only do | have person experience within the system, but | hold a B. Ed from University of Toronto/
OISE.

| have served as YCDSB Trustee for Wards 4 & 5 for the last four years, through labour action and
the challenges of COVID. During this term, | have been dedicated to educating myself to serve the
community and the Board to the best of my ability through courses and workshops. | have
volunteered to participate on committees both inside and outside YCDSB on topics ranging from
Special Education to Policy Governance to Outdoor Education.

During this first term as Trustee, | was appointed by the Board to represent York Catholic provincially
at OCSTA (Ontario Catholic Schools Trustee Association.) Through OCSTA, | am able to participate
in provincial committees such as Catholic Education and Trustee Enrichment.

While serving the students and families at the Board table, | continue to serve at the parish level as
an EMHC and | am returning as a First Communion Catechist this year. As we transitioned from on-
line to limited in-person Masses, | helped with greeting and screening parishioners. | am an active
participant in parish life and volunteer at numerous parish events at St. Joseph the Worker (Thornhill)
and St. Andre Bessette (Maple).

You may also attach your resume. Attach Resume

Catholic school trustees are called to express their personal faith in full communion with and participation in
the faith life of the Catholic Church.
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Q.4. In your view, what are the most important contributions Catholic education can make to the lives of
children, and the communities they will become part of?

Most importantly, a Catholic education is instrumental in helping students come to know and love
God through Jesus Christ. The Catholic Graduate expectations (https://www.ycdsb.ca/students/
catholic-graduate-expectations/) provide the framework for our students to evangelize and bring
others closer to God through their words and actions.

Q. 5. Please describe the nature of your devotion to Christ and the Catholic Church, including ways in which
you witness to your faith in your daily life.

| think | have touched on parts of this question already. As someone in a leadership position | think a
Catholic school board, it’s always been important for me to demonstrate that | don’t just “talk the talk”
| also “walk the walk.” | attend as many school Masses as possible because we are so blessed to be
able to pray and worship as part of our school day. | want the community to appreciate that | value
these opportunities to pray and worship together.

Within my own parish, | serve as an EMHC and Catechist. | have volunteered as a chaperone for 2
Steubenville youth conferences (Boston & Ohio), participate in Life Chain and was part of 3 parish
mission trips in partnership with the Samaritan Foundation to build homes in the Dominican Republic.
| support numerous initiatives - fundraising or charitable - as part of the parish and school
communities.

In terms of faith development, | look for ways to deepen my own faith both in groups (like Women of
the Word) or on my own. Recently | discovered the Logical Daily Gospel Exegesis podcast, and listen
to it for a better understanding of the Gospels.

Part of our mission as Catholics is to evangelize and bring people closer to God. | hope that | am
doing this in my day to day interactions with people - that is, that | see Jesus in everyone | come
across, and that they feel God working through me. Not that | am anyone special, I’'m not, but like St.
Teresa of Avila said, we ought to be Christ’s hands on earth.
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Q.6. As a trustee, how do you propose to ensure that the sacramental needs of Catholic students are
supported by the Catholic school system?

In my experience, pastors are eager to celebrate Masses with and for the schools and to provide
opportunities to hear students’ confessions.

My understanding is that sacramental preparation (First Holy Communion, First Reconciliation,
Confirmation) is done primarily by the parish with schools taking a supporting role. Again, inn my
experience, the parish and the schools work together to prepare students.

The curriculum and arrangement between the schools and parishes is operational, and outside my
role as Trustee. However, | am happy to act as liaison as necessary.

Q.7. In addition to ensuring that students are taught the Catholic notion of incorporating faith into all
aspects of our lives, trustees are responsible for ensuring that students are encouraged to do their very best
in all their studies, covering the full range of provincial educational curricula. How do you see yourself
assisting in that process?

| feel this is outside the purview of a Trustee.
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Q.8. In order to ensure that Catholic schools and the communities they teach in remain true to the Catholic
faith, it is important that Catholic school boards and individual trustees remain in contact with their local
parishes and bishops. What is your plan for remaining in touch?

My practice is to set a meeting at each parish at the outset of the school year to ask pastors how they
envision working together. | make myself available to pastors via phone, email or in person
depending on the pastor’s preference.

Bishop Boissonneau is an integral part of both OCSTA and the YCDSB. As such, | feel that we have
opportunities to interact regularly.

Q.9. Some have proposed that separate Catholic schools be abolished. In what ways do you envision
yourself advocating for the continuing rights of Catholics to educate their children in separate Catholic
public schools?

A great deal of this is education. OCSTA has plenty of resources that all Trustees can use to defend
Catholic education and debunk some of the arguments that are frequently heard (e.g.: cost savings.)
It is important to emphasize the value that publicly-funded Catholic education adds to the overall
landscape.

As part of OCSTA, | have witnessed the advocacy work done at the provincial level to protect
publicly-funded Catholic education.

It is so important for people to check their tax designation and ensure they are Catholic school
supporters. These are the numbers the province looks at when the One System argument arises. We
also must continue to lobby the government to change the “default mechanism.”

Most importantly, | promote the successes and achievements of our students, staff, schools and

programs at every opportunity. In this era of declining enrolment, we need to promote the benefits
Catholic education to make it the first choice for Catholic families.
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Q.10. Trustees are responsible to students and parents for ensuring that the fullness of Catholic values,
beliefs and teachings are passed on to our children, and for helping to ensure that our children carry those
values and teachings into the broader community. How do you propose to ensure that you yourself are
aware of the full range of matter you will be expected to impart to students?

Trustees are not responsible for direct teaching or curriculum development.

Q.11. As elected public officials, trustees are accountable to their constituents for prudent, wise, and
equitable use of resources, in an open and accountable fashion. In what specific ways do you propose to
discharge that duty?

Part of the budget process is public consultation. We ensure there are public meetings for
constituents to provide input in addition to on-line forums.

**For question Q.12.: Please note that as a letter of reference is not required, | have not included

one. If you need to, you can contact Father Victor at St. Joseph the Worker parish or Father Peter at
St. Andre Bessette parish to confirm any of the information | have included.
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Q.12. Itis a statutory requirement that candidates for the office of Catholic public school trustee be
Catholic. Please attach a copy of a letter of reference from your pastor confirming your Catholicity, or
other evidence, if available.

Attach Letter of Reference

Pressing SUBMIT will cause a copy of this document to be returned to Catholic Conscience, for posting on our
website for use by voters in choosing trustees. Should you wish later to revise or withdraw your responses,
please contact us at info@CatholicConscience.org.

Thank you for helping to improve our electoral process and our schools!

SUBMIT - SEND BACK TO CATHOLIC CONSCIENCE
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