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2022 Questionnaire
Ontario Catholic School Trustees

The Catholic Church considers that elected democratic office is a position of immense responsibility, to be

held in high trust and exercised with great humility, wisdom, and responsibility, in the interest of the common
good.

This is particularly true with respect to those who seek to govern publicly-funded Catholic Schools. Education is
of first importance for the future of our society; and Catholic education, properly conducted, can be of unique
importance in passing our faith to future generations. Few endeavors offer comparable opportunities to
integrate faith into the entire range of personal and social values for future generations.

The Church teaches that the ultimate purpose of this life is to seek the truth, which is God. “God is the ultimate
end of his creatures and for no reason may the common good be deprived of its transcendent dimension.” This
truth is most effectively communicated to our children by their families, parishes, and schools.

Please confirm your name, district and ward, and preferred contact information:

Candidate’s name: Stephen Mensah

School District: TCDSB
Ward: Ward 9
E-mail: info@stephenmensah.ca Phone:

Social Media Handle(s): @StephenMensah_

YOUR VISION FOR SERVICE AS A TRUSTEE
Adapted from OCSTA’s “Becoming a Catholic School Trustee”

Catholic schools are not alternate public schools. In addition to the curriculum presented by secular schools,
Catholic schools provide religious instruction, impart Gospel values, and display religious symbols, and serve as
a critical part of the Church’s mission to evangelize youth. Catholic parents freely choose to send their
children to Catholic schools with the full expectation that they will be socialized into a faith community in
which the person and message of Jesus is central to instruction in all subject areas.

The distinctiveness of Catholic schools arises from their teaching students to incorporate the person and the
message of Jesus Christ in all aspects of their lives, while our secular society makes the human person the
measure of all things. Catholic schools provide the spiritual and transcendent dimension which says that God
is ultimately the measure and meaning of life.
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Q. 1. What draws you to the vocation of service as a Catholic school trustee?

Throughout my whole education career | have been blessed to attend both a Catholic elementary and
secondary school. Biblically we're told and just growing up | was taught to not only look out for my
own interests but the interests of others as well. To speak up for those who cannot speak for
themselves or who have their voices silenced. The Catholic values of love and advocacy were
instilled in me by my parents, Church and school community and they have guided me in all that |
have done. As a TCDSB Trustee | am in a unique position to continue to exemplify those values.

Q. 2. What do you hope to accomplish as a Catholic school trustee?

Education is essential to our success in life. | am running to protect the progress we've made together to give
students a fair chance to succeed.

As TCDSB Trustee | will:

1. Push for an expansion of student nutrition programs to address the rising food prices and insecurity made worse
by the pandemic. | believe no child should go to school hungry and no parent should have to choose between
feeding their child and paying for another necessity such as rent.

2. Leverage my relationships with the Ministry of Education to push for more mental health support staff to ensure our
students receive the right care at the right time. The COVID-19 pandemic worsened the already existing youth mental
health crisis, now is the time to take proactive steps to protect the mental wellbeing of our children and youth.

3. Fight for additional per-child funding for schools to address learning gaps and invest in people and programs;
expanded day/summer school that will serve all students. This will lead to us addressing the digital divide, ensuring
students with special needs receive better support and those with IEP’s and all students receive better reading
intervention.

As Trustee | will make sure we give all students a fair chance to succeed, to ensure that our students are able to
reach their full individual potential without inequities and despite their socioeconomic status and demographic. Now
more than ever as we continue to move towards a post-covid society, one with rising unaffordability and a vast array
of challenges for families, we must address those pre-existing inequities and ensure no student is deprived of
experiencing a full education due to those barriers.
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Q. 3. What experience do you have that qualifies you to serve as a Catholic school trustee?

| currently serve as the Executive Director of the Toronto Youth Cabinet, the City of Toronto’s official
youth advocacy body, where | am responsible for advocating on behalf of Toronto's over 600,000
youth for a more equitable and youth friendly city. | have been an active and engaged member in
various communities across Toronto, including right here in Toronto - St. Paul’'s where | serve as a
Youth Director on the Board of Directors at For Youth Initiative, a local non-profit organization in
Toronto St. Paul’s, that has served and advocated for thousands of teens and young adults in the
community since 1995.

| was also a Councillor Aide in the Office of Toronto Mayor John Tory where | supported the Mayor
on his youth portfolio advancing the interests of equity-deserving young people at Toronto City
Council.

| have been a longtime advocate for an equitable education, where all students can succeed and
reach their full individual potential free of barriers and inequalities. This is shown through the many
causes l've successfully championed, from ensuring free menstrual products across Ontario schools
to addressing anti-Black and anti-Indigenous racism in our education system to promoting proactive
measures to deal with the rising youth mental health crisis and so much more.

Throughout all my initiatives, | have worked hand in hand and gotten the support of all of Ontario’s 4
major provincial teacher unions (ETFO, OECTA, OSSTF, AEFO), the Ontario Human Rights
Commision, the Ontario Student Trustees Association and many other provincial stakeholders. | have
also worked with politicians from all levels of government to achieve success on my projects and put
the needs of students first.

As the next Trustee for Ward 9 | will build upon the work | have already done and | will work to ensure
that all of our children and youth have the tools they need to succeed and reach their full individual

potential by using my commitment, passion, experience and track record, a track record that can be
proven and measured.

You may also attach your resume. Attach Resume

Catholic school trustees are called to express their personal faith in full communion with and participation in
the faith life of the Catholic Church.
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Q.4. In your view, what are the most important contributions Catholic education can make to the lives of
children, and the communities they will become part of?

The Catholic graduate expectations lay this out perfectly.
A Catholic school graduate is expected to be:

1. A discerning believer formed in the Catholic faith community who celebrates the signs and sacred
mysteries of God’s presence through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living.

2. An effective communicator who speaks, writes and listens honestly and sensitively, responding critically
in light of gospel values.

3. A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems and makes responsible decisions with an
informed moral conscience for the common good.

4. A self-directed, responsible, life-long learner who develops and demonstrates their God-given potential.
5. A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and vocation in work which respects the rights of
all and contributes to the common good.

6. A caring family member who attends to family, school, parish, and the wider community.

7. A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social teaching by promoting peace, justice and the
sacredness of human life.

The hope is that when our students are out in the community that people see the reflection of Jesus
through their actions and the way they conduct themselves, that is truly how we will possess the nation
and change the world, through faith, witness, and action.

Q. 5. Please describe the nature of your devotion to Christ and the Catholic Church, including ways in which
you witness to your faith in your daily life.

As a devout Christian, | attend Church every Sunday where | am a Sunday School teacher. | pray
every day and | read the Bible regularly. As stated in Matthew 4:4 “But he answered and said, It is
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” In all that | do | let the Word of God serve as my moral compass and guide. | am constantly
asking myself WWJD? - What Would Jesus Do? Before making a decision to ensure that | am
moving in accordance with his desire for my life and those around me.
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Q.6. As a trustee, how do you propose to ensure that the sacramental needs of Catholic students are
supported by the Catholic school system?

When our schools and parishes work closely together, our students benefit. Our Catholic schools
should prepare our children to receive the sacraments, and work to ensure that students grow in their
faith and relationship with the church. Pastors should feel welcomed at our schools, and students
should attend mass, both at church and at school. As Trustee | will seek to maintain and strengthen
this relationship.

Q.7. In addition to ensuring that students are taught the Catholic notion of incorporating faith into all
aspects of our lives, trustees are responsible for ensuring that students are encouraged to do their very best
in all their studies, covering the full range of provincial educational curricula. How do you see yourself
assisting in that process?

In the words of the late Nelson Mandela “The power of education extends beyond the development of
the skills we need for economic success. It can contribute to nation-building and reconciliation.” As
Trustee | want to ensure that our curriculum is taught in a culturally relevant manner to ensure that all
of our students see themselves reflected in what they are learning. | will also continue the work | have
already started in my role at the Toronto Youth Cabinet, by ensuring our students have the tools they
need - whatever that may be, to succeed and reach their full potential.
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Q.8. In order to ensure that Catholic schools and the communities they teach in remain true to the Catholic
faith, it is important that Catholic school boards and individual trustees remain in contact with their local
parishes and bishops. What is your plan for remaining in touch?

Attending school masses is a great way to meet our pastors, and see the incredible impact they have
on our students. | will also seek to establish a system of holding regular meetings with Parish leaders,
parent councils and myself, where we can come together and have a wide array of discussions.
Collaboration is a big part of who | am and as Trustee it will remain a priority.

Q.9. Some have proposed that separate Catholic schools be abolished. In what ways do you envision
yourself advocating for the continuing rights of Catholics to educate their children in separate Catholic
public schools?

I will fight for Catholic education. | believe in the Catholic School System and will be a living example
of what the Catholic Education system can produce. | will work to ensure that the public is confident
in our decision making and the value we add to publicly funded education. It is also incumbent upon
all members of the Board of Trustees to ensure that in our discourse and behavior that we live up and
show through our actions the way Jesus would conduct himself, | know that through this more of the
public will begin to appreciate our Catholic School System.
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Q.10. Trustees are responsible to students and parents for ensuring that the fullness of Catholic values,
beliefs and teachings are passed on to our children, and for helping to ensure that our children carry those
values and teachings into the broader community. How do you propose to ensure that you yourself are
aware of the full range of matter you will be expected to impart to students?

| plan to take part in Catholic Conscience learning opportunities, as well as those offered by the
Archdiocese, Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) and our own Board
Professional Development (PD) offered to Trustees. | will continue to strengthen my bond with my
own local church.

Q.11. As elected public officials, trustees are accountable to their constituents for prudent, wise, and
equitable use of resources, in an open and accountable fashion. In what specific ways do you propose to
discharge that duty?

| will pay careful attention during our budget deliberations to ensure that we are allocating funds

appropriately, and ensure meaningful consultation with my constituents and the general public. | will
also ensure that we direct additional funding to equity deserving and vulnerable populations to ensure
every student has the tools needed to succeed.
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Q.12. Itis a statutory requirement that candidates for the office of Catholic public school trustee be
Catholic. Please attach a copy of a letter of reference from your pastor confirming your Catholicity, or
other evidence, if available.

Attach Letter of Reference

Pressing SUBMIT will cause a copy of this document to be returned to Catholic Conscience, for posting on our
website for use by voters in choosing trustees. Should you wish later to revise or withdraw your responses,
please contact us at info@CatholicConscience.org.

Thank you for helping to improve our electoral process and our schools!

SUBMIT - SEND BACK TO CATHOLIC CONSCIENCE
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