2022 Questionnaire
Ontario Catholic School Trustees
The Catholic Church considers that elected democratic office is a position of immense responsibility, to be

held in high trust and exercised with great humility, wisdom, and responsibility, in the interest of the common
good.
This is particularly true with respect to those who seek to govern publicly-funded Catholic Schools. Education is
of first importance for the future of our society; and Catholic education, properly conducted, can be of unique
importance in passing our faith to future generations. Few endeavors offer comparable opportunities to
integrate faith into the entire range of personal and social values for future generations.
The Church teaches that the ultimate purpose of this life is to seek the truth, which is God. “God is the ultimate
end of his creatures and for no reason may the common good be deprived of its transcendent dimension.” This
truth is most effectively communicated to our children by their families, parishes, and schools.
Please confirm your name, district and ward, and preferred contact information:
Candidate’s name:

Oksana Stech

School District:

Dufferin Peel Catholic District School Board

Ward:

2&8
oksana.13@hotmail.com

E-mail:

Phone:

416-436-2345

Social Media Handle(s):

YOUR VISION FOR SERVICE AS A TRUSTEE

Adapted from OCSTA’s “Becoming a Catholic School Trustee”

Catholic schools are not alternate public schools. In addition to the curriculum presented by secular schools,
Catholic schools provide religious instruction, impart Gospel values, and display religious symbols, and serve as
a critical part of the Church’s mission to evangelize youth. Catholic parents freely choose to send their
children to Catholic schools with the full expectation that they will be socialized into a faith community in
which the person and message of Jesus is central to instruction in all subject areas.
The distinctiveness of Catholic schools arises from their teaching students to incorporate the person and the
message of Jesus Christ in all aspects of their lives, while our secular society makes the human person the
measure of all things. Catholic schools provide the spiritual and transcendent dimension which says that God
is ultimately the measure and meaning of life.
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Q. 1. What draws you to the vocation of service as a Catholic school trustee?
What draws me to the vocation of service as a Catholic school trustee is the relationships students,
parents and teachers have with God. Being able to freely practice one's religion while in school and
live by the teachings and morals instilled to us by our Catholic faith. I want to make sure that the
student's that attend Catholic schools are taught by the same teachings when I was a student and
continue to receive the same education and after school opportunities to not further their education
but also to become a better person as a whole.

Q. 2. What do you hope to accomplish as a Catholic school trustee?

There are many things I hope to accomplish as a Catholic school trustee. However, my main focuses
are to have more support for mental health programs and ensure that all children are back into
schools and classrooms following the COVID-19 pandemic, have programs for children for them to
persue active, healthy lifestyles, continue to promote Catholic education and Catholic values within
the schools, and continuously work to update the curriculum for our children’s future.

Page 2 of 8

Q. 3. What experience do you have that qualifies you to serve as a Catholic school trustee?
Experience I have that qualifies me to serve as a Catholic school trustee is that I am a devote
Catholic and have been a student within the Dufferin Peel Catholic School Board. I am an active
member of the Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church, came completed my
studies - both a Bachelor's and a Masters degree. I additionally volunteer with children and young
adults on a weekly basis. I am a mentor, as well as a program coordinator within the organization
with one of our major focuses being keeping the members faith and relationship close with God. I
have many years of experience with dealing with children between the ages of 4-17, as well as
keeping good, working relationships with their parents. I addititonally work within the financial sector,
allowing for me to understand the importance of budgeting and allocation funds where and when
necessary.

You may also attach your resume.

Attach Resume

Catholic school trustees are called to express their personal faith in full communion with and participation in
the faith life of the Catholic Church.
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Q.4. In your view, what are the most important contributions Catholic education can make to the lives of
children, and the communities they will become part of?
In my opinion, the most important contributions Catholic education can make to the lives of chldren,
and the communities they will become part of is the notion that Catholic education teaches living and
acting with morals and values according to God. Being taught the notion of right and wrong through
the teachings of God and sticking to them in day to day lives.

Q. 5. Please describe the nature of your devotion to Christ and the Catholic Church, including ways in which
you witness to your faith in your daily life.
The nature of my devotion to Christ and the Catholic Church is through my daily actions. I try to live
my life honestly, without judgement, and with as much truth as I can. I try to always see the good in
people and the situation, try to live a life with positivity and to always work hard and believe the best
is yet to come.
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Q.6. As a trustee, how do you propose to ensure that the sacramental needs of Catholic students are
supported by the Catholic school system?
I propose to ensure that the sactramental needs of Catholic students are supported by the Catholic
school system by ensuring that the subject of religion is manditory and taught in the school systems,
the day is started with a prayer and ensuring that each student feels safe to express their questions
and they are answered in a non-judgemental way.

Q.7. In addition to ensuring that students are taught the Catholic notion of incorporating faith into all
aspects of our lives, trustees are responsible for ensuring that students are encouraged to do their very best
in all their studies, covering the full range of provincial educational curricula. How do you see yourself
assisting in that process?
I see myself in assisting in the process to ensure that students are encouraged to do their very best
in all their studies, covering the full range of the provincial educational curricula, by asking the
teachers of the students how they believe and perceive the student's education going. Having a
one-on-one tutoring or mentorship program in place for students that are either falling behind in thier
studies or who are simply having a harder time grasping the material. Ensuring that each and every
child/ student has an equal opportunity to excel within their education, which in turn helps them excel
within their daily lives.
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Q.8. In order to ensure that Catholic schools and the communities they teach in remain true to the Catholic
faith, it is important that Catholic school boards and individual trustees remain in contact with their local
parishes and bishops. What is your plan for remaining in touch?
My plan for remaining in touch with the local parishes and bishops is setting up a way where there
will be priests or chaplains that visit schools for major holidays to have a prayer service with the
entire school. Having priests, bishops and chaplains come in and interact with the kids and be seem
within the school community allows for students to build a connection with their faith and the church.
Additionally, having someone of a spiritual authority figure would allow for students to build a closer
relationship to God, while at the same time finding a confident in any questions they may have and
may be too uncomfortable approaching a teacher with.

Q.9. Some have proposed that separate Catholic schools be abolished. In what ways do you envision
yourself advocating for the continuing rights of Catholics to educate their children in separate Catholic
public schools?
I envision myself advocating for the continuing rights of Catholics to educate their children in separate
Catholic public schools for the simple reason of the Charter of Rights and Freedom ensures that each
citizen has the right to religious freedoms. Every citizen within Canada has the right to express their
faith and practice their faith, and us as Catholics, are able to practice, learn and educate our youth by
attending separate Catholic schools. Nobody is barred from joining a separate Catholic school, and
additionally, if someone feels uncomfortable with having their children in Catholic schools, public
schools are always an option.
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Q.10. Trustees are responsible to students and parents for ensuring that the fullness of Catholic values,
beliefs and teachings are passed on to our children, and for helping to ensure that our children carry those
values and teachings into the broader community. How do you propose to ensure that you yourself are
aware of the full range of matter you will be expected to impart to students?

I propose to ensure that I, myself, am aware of the full range of matters that I will be expected to
impart to students by being active and present within the community. I strongly believe in actions
speak louder than words and because of this showing Catholic values, beliefs and teachings in my
actions is a lot more effective than telling students and parents to fulfill them. Having children
complete tasks such as park cleanups, spending time volunteering with other youth, elderly and just
being neighbourly. I believe that the fullness of Catholic values can be achieved in many different
ways, and by showing students how that can be done in different ways would help ensure that our
Catholic values, beliefs and teachings are being heard and done in the correct ways.

Q.11. As elected public officials, trustees are accountable to their constituents for prudent, wise, and
equitable use of resources, in an open and accountable fashion. In what specific ways do you propose to
discharge that duty?
I propose to discharge my duty to be accountable for my constituents for prudent, wise and equitable
use of resources in an open and accountable fashion by showing an interest in what my constituents
have to say. My hearing their opinions, their voices and their concerns and acting in a way that I may
resolve the issues in a timely and appropriate manner. Listening to the constituents that have voted
for me and asking for their opinions in the matter because every desicion that I will make will
ultimately affect them, their children, their neighbours and their community as a whole.
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Q.12. It is a statutory requirement that candidates for the office of Catholic public school trustee be
Catholic. Please attach a copy of a letter of reference from your pastor confirming your Catholicity, or
other evidence, if available.
Attach Letter of Reference
Pressing SUBMIT will cause a copy of this document to be returned to Catholic Conscience, for posting on our
website for use by voters in choosing trustees. Should you wish later to revise or withdraw your responses,
please contact us at info@CatholicConscience.org.

Thank you for helping to improve our electoral process and our schools!

SUBMIT - SEND BACK TO CATHOLIC CONSCIENCE
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