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2022 Questionnaire 
Ontario Catholic School Trustees 

The Catholic Church considers that elected democratic office is a position of immense responsibility, to be 
held in high trust and exercised with great humility, wisdom, and responsibility, in the interest of the common 
good.   

This is particularly true with respect to those who seek to govern publicly-funded Catholic Schools.  Education is 
of first importance for the future of our society; and Catholic education, properly conducted, can be of unique 
importance in passing our faith to future generations.  Few endeavors offer comparable opportunities to 
integrate faith into the entire range of personal and social values for future generations. 

The Church teaches that the ultimate purpose of this life is to seek the truth, which is God.  “God is the ultimate 
end of his creatures and for no reason may the common good be deprived of its transcendent dimension.”  This 
truth is most effectively communicated to our children by their families, parishes, and schools. 

Please confirm your name, district and ward, and preferred contact information: 

Candidate’s name: 

School District: 

Ward: 

E-mail:          Phone:

Social Media Handle(s):

YOUR VISION FOR SERVICE AS A TRUSTEE 
Adapted from OCSTA’s “Becoming a Catholic School Trustee” 

Catholic schools are not alternate public schools. In addition to the curriculum presented by secular schools, 
Catholic schools provide religious instruction, impart Gospel values, and display religious symbols, and serve as 
a critical part of the Church’s mission to evangelize youth.  Catholic parents freely choose to send their 
children to Catholic schools with the full expectation that they will be socialized into a faith community in 
which the person and message of Jesus is central to instruction in all subject areas.  

The distinctiveness of Catholic schools arises from their teaching students to incorporate the person and the 
message of Jesus Christ in all aspects of their lives, while our secular society makes the human person the 
measure of all things. Catholic schools provide the spiritual and transcendent dimension which says that God 
is ultimately the measure and meaning of life.  

https://www.ocsta.on.ca/ocsta/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Becoming-a-Catholic-School-Trustee.pdf
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Q. 1.  What draws you to the vocation of service as a Catholic school trustee?

Q. 2.  What do you hope to accomplish as a Catholic school trustee?
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Q. 3.  What experience do you have that qualifies you to serve as a Catholic school trustee?

You may also attach your resume. 

Catholic school trustees are called to express their personal faith in full communion with and participation in 
the faith life of the Catholic Church. 
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Q.4.  In your view, what are the most important contributions Catholic education can make to the lives of
children, and the communities they will become part of?

Q. 5.  Please describe the nature of your devotion to Christ and the Catholic Church, including ways in which
you witness to your faith in your daily life.
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Q.6.  As a trustee, how do you propose to ensure that the sacramental needs of Catholic students are
supported by the Catholic school system?

Q.7.  In addition to ensuring that students are taught the Catholic notion of incorporating faith into all
aspects of our lives, trustees are responsible for ensuring that students are encouraged to do their very best
in all their studies, covering the full range of provincial educational curricula.  How do you see yourself
assisting in that process?
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Q.8.  In order to ensure that Catholic schools and the communities they teach in remain true to the Catholic
faith, it is important that Catholic school boards and individual trustees remain in contact with their local
parishes and bishops.  What is your plan for remaining in touch?

Q.9.  Some have proposed that separate Catholic schools be abolished.  In what ways do you envision
yourself advocating for the continuing rights of Catholics to educate their children in separate Catholic
public schools?
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Q.10.  Trustees are responsible to students and parents for ensuring that the fullness of Catholic values,
beliefs and teachings are passed on to our children, and for helping to ensure that our children carry those
values and teachings into the broader community.  How do you propose to ensure that you yourself are
aware of the full range of matter you will be expected to impart to students?

Q.11.  As elected public officials, trustees are accountable to their constituents for prudent, wise, and
equitable use of resources, in an open and accountable fashion.  In what specific ways do you propose to
discharge that duty?
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Q.12.  It is a statutory requirement that candidates for the office of Catholic public school trustee be
Catholic.   Please attach a copy of a letter of reference from your pastor confirming your Catholicity, or
other evidence, if available.

Pressing SUBMIT will cause a copy of this document to be returned to Catholic Conscience, for posting on our 
website for use by voters in choosing trustees.  Should you wish later to revise or withdraw your responses, 
please contact us at info@CatholicConscience.org. 

Thank you for helping to improve our electoral process and our schools! 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e02
mailto:info@CatholicConscience.org

	Q2: When it comes to the education system, the needs of children, families and pastors need to be placed ahead of special interest groups who seem to be corrupting the eductional system with left wing ideology. My goal, simply put is to ensure that all school board issues are dealt with from a stance of, " Is this issue's resolution inkeeping with the Social Doctrine of the Church?" There needs to be a greater emphasis on 'Catholic' in the Catholic school board during this time when many are attemting to dismantle the separate school board and amalgamate it into the public system.
	Q1: The first third of my life was dedicated to obtaining a Catholic education with the end result of me graduating from University of Toronto Medical School over thirty years ago. In my capacity as a family physician, the middle third of my life was devoted to service of patients' healthcare needs. During the final third of my life, I'd like to provide more service and charitable work and try to ensure that society doesn't lose its Catholic values. When Fr. Whalen, the Pastor at St. Michael the Archangel Church in Belleville asked me to run for school board trustee, I was truly humbled by his confidence in me. Upon reflection, I decided that this was one of the ways that God was calling me to serve so I filed papers for my candidacy on the first possible day.
	Q3: I'm a cradle Catholic; I've been educated as a medical doctor; I was elected to be the Lead Physician to organize and run the more than thirty doctor Belleville Physicians' Family Health Organization from its inception in 2007 until I retired. I was Chief Financial Officer for the Tim Durkin Campaign during the 2019 Feredal Election. I'm a practising Catholic. As I mentioned, I was truly humbled when Fr Whalen asked me out of all the parishioners to run for school board trustee and if has the confidence and faith in me to succeed in such a role, then through hard work and God's grace, I'll do my best if elected to the position.
	Q4: In addition to obtaining an education, a Catholic education should inspire one to endeavour to become more Christlike everyday, accept our shortfalls as flawed human beings and continue to try to do better the next day. In my opinion, the school system is failing our children by not only providing substandard education, it has along with so many other parts of society, lost its way with  respect to emphasizing Christ in all aspects of life.
	Q6: My understanding is that the sacramental needs of Catholic students has been relegated to the parishes and is no longer done through the school system. I belive that a collaborative approach involving the school sytem, families and parishes would be best. I'm not that old but when I was in elementary Catholic school, every child received preparation for the sacraments in religion class but my children who are now in their twenties did not have any sacramental preparation through their Catholic school. There was a meeting run by our pastor in which parents who were interested purchased books and were responsible for sacramental education with their own children in their homes. In my opinion, Catholic school should prepare students for the sacraments during religion classes as used to be done and for those parents who do not want their children to participate, should be told that it's mandatory as part of a Catholic education. They don't have to allow their children to receive the sacraments in Church but if one is attending Catholic school, then one should expect a Catholic education.
	Q7: Academic excellence is something that every child should strive for but since we all have different God-given talents, some children are better at academics than others and that's ok. When it comes to sports teams, it seems like only the best athletes make the team but when it comes to academics, too many believe that striving for academic excellence may lead to low self esteem for those who are not capable. Every child should strive for whatever level of excellence they are capable of and with the support of family and educators they can do so. I fully support any initiatives which advocate striving for academic excellence and will do so if elected trustee.
	Q8: If elected, one of the first things I'm planning to do is notify the local pastors and Archbishop Michael Mulhall that I'm a trustee and am willing and able to receive their guidance on Church matters as they pertain to improving the Catholic school system with the goal being to deliver a better Catholic education to students. I believe that collaboration between families, the school system and parishes can be effectively facilitated by trustees. 
	Q9: Catholic education in separate Catholic public schools is enshrined in Canada's Constution and in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Fredoms. I'll fully support and defend the religious freedoms enumerated in the aforementioned documents. 
	Q10: I intend to reread the Algonquin & Lakeshore Catholic Disctrict School Board website to continue to learn about the proposed Catholic education initiatives and ensure that they are fulfilled. I'll also stay in contact with the local pastors and Archbishop Michael Mulhall to obtain guidance with respect to facilitating to the needs to achieving an optimal Catholic education for all students.
	Q11: I wholeheartedly concur with trustees being "accountable to their constiuents for prudent, wise and equitable use of resources, in an open and accountable fashion." I am fully aware that within any government run system there are untold amounts of wastful expendatures. I'll endeavour to have funding allocated with the goal of equal opportunity for all children to receive an excellent Catholic education.In closing, thank you for taking the time to read my statements so that you can make an informed decision in the upcoming trustee election. To summarize, I intend to advocate for children and families and endeavour to allow students to all strive for academic excellence. I intend to facilitate greater collaboration between families, the school system and parishes. I intend to put "Catholic' back in the Catholic school board to ensure a proper Catholic education is a priority.
	Q5: I endeavour to live my life by following two rules: Honour God and Love thy Neighbour. My relationship with God is paramount for without God's presence in our lives, people fall victim to self aggrandizement which seems to occur more frequently in society now adays. It is with God's grace that we should remain humble, and grateful. Some of the ways I witness to my faith in my daily life include: attending mass on days of obligation, attending the occassional daily mass, daily morning prayer, prayer before meals, daily evening prayer and regular reconciliation. I also feel this somewhat indescribable presence of Christ  in my life guiding me to be better, and do better in all daily activities.
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	Name: Dr. Osborne Noronha
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