2022 Questionnaire
Ontario Catholic School Trustees
The Catholic Church considers that elected democratic office is a position of immense responsibility, to be

held in high trust and exercised with great humility, wisdom, and responsibility, in the interest of the common
good.
This is particularly true with respect to those who seek to govern publicly-funded Catholic Schools. Education is
of first importance for the future of our society; and Catholic education, properly conducted, can be of unique
importance in passing our faith to future generations. Few endeavors offer comparable opportunities to
integrate faith into the entire range of personal and social values for future generations.
The Church teaches that the ultimate purpose of this life is to seek the truth, which is God. “God is the ultimate
end of his creatures and for no reason may the common good be deprived of its transcendent dimension.” This
truth is most effectively communicated to our children by their families, parishes, and schools.
Please confirm your name, district and ward, and preferred contact information:
Candidate’s name:

Patrick Suwalski

School District:

Ottawa Catholic School Board

Ward:

Zone 6
pat@suwalski.net

E-mail:

Phone:

Social Media Handle(s):

YOUR VISION FOR SERVICE AS A TRUSTEE

Adapted from OCSTA’s “Becoming a Catholic School Trustee”

Catholic schools are not alternate public schools. In addition to the curriculum presented by secular schools,
Catholic schools provide religious instruction, impart Gospel values, and display religious symbols, and serve as
a critical part of the Church’s mission to evangelize youth. Catholic parents freely choose to send their
children to Catholic schools with the full expectation that they will be socialized into a faith community in
which the person and message of Jesus is central to instruction in all subject areas.
The distinctiveness of Catholic schools arises from their teaching students to incorporate the person and the
message of Jesus Christ in all aspects of their lives, while our secular society makes the human person the
measure of all things. Catholic schools provide the spiritual and transcendent dimension which says that God
is ultimately the measure and meaning of life.
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Q. 1. What draws you to the vocation of service as a Catholic school trustee?
I have two children, one in Kindergarten and one in Grade 1. Two major factors influenced me to run.
The first is the Board's handling of all policies related to COVID-19. There was very little discussion,
and all rules and policies seemed to be set by decree at the last moment, often contrary to Ottawa
Public Health guidelines ("recommendations"). The lack of ability to communicate with my trustee
about what was going on really struck a nerve. The second major factor is more important in this
context of Catholic Conscience and the whole Catholic school system going forward. I am quite
concerned about how D-I-E (diversity, inclusivity, and equity) policies are seemingly being fast-tracked
through the system. In particular, "equity" is often conflated with "equality," while they are actually
very different, changing the conversation from one of treating all students equally, to giving
preferential treatment based on characteristics, many of which are immutable. I worry that the
concepts are going to clash very directly with Catholic values, and that the progressive values are
likely to have broad government support. This is a place where trustees can and should be involved.

Q. 2. What do you hope to accomplish as a Catholic school trustee?

I would like to ensure that the OCSB is able to continue operating as a Catholic institution. I wish to
be able to address the concerns in Q1. As much as a trustee's voice is heard by the Ministry of
Education, I feel it will be important to take an active role in protecting Catholic values in our schools.
Over the years, many of the tasks of trustees have been taken over by the Ministry of Education; it is
important that Catholic education is not handled completely by a secular government body.
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Q. 3. What experience do you have that qualifies you to serve as a Catholic school trustee?
I am a software developer by career. I have not been an activist or engaged much civically. One of
the other candidates has been a lifelong teacher and principal at major high schools in the board. I
cannot claim to bring extensive qualifications. But I do hope to bring a fresh perspective to the role.
My motivation is my two children who are still early in the system. I need to ensure that the system will
be there to serve them and all other children now and the future.

You may also attach your resume.

Attach Resume

Catholic school trustees are called to express their personal faith in full communion with and participation in
the faith life of the Catholic Church.
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Q.4. In your view, what are the most important contributions Catholic education can make to the lives of
children, and the communities they will become part of?

Q. 5. Please describe the nature of your devotion to Christ and the Catholic Church, including ways in which
you witness to your faith in your daily life.
I am not the most religiously active person in the world. I am not unique that way, and I will not pretend
otherwise. My devotion to the Church is rooted in tradition and a strong desire to preserve the values
that built Canada into the great country that it is. Our children must have the opportunity to learn and
grow into their faith.
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Q.6. As a trustee, how do you propose to ensure that the sacramental needs of Catholic students are
supported by the Catholic school system?
I am not aware of an issue regarding the sacramental needs of students in the OCSB. Our schools
appear to have good links with their local churches. It is possible that the COVID pandemic has
prevented the very important participation of students in religious assemblies at school. If so, we need
to ensure that going forward students can participate as they could pre-pandemic. Far too much is
being sacrificed in the name of "the new normal."

Q.7. In addition to ensuring that students are taught the Catholic notion of incorporating faith into all
aspects of our lives, trustees are responsible for ensuring that students are encouraged to do their very best
in all their studies, covering the full range of provincial educational curricula. How do you see yourself
assisting in that process?
Excellent question. I think trustees have a fairly limited role in the curriculum itself, but have an
important role of interfacing between the schools and community. One possible way to encourage
incorporating faith into students' lives would be to encourage participation of their volunteer hours in
institutions that have a strong Christian roots in the community.
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Q.8. In order to ensure that Catholic schools and the communities they teach in remain true to the Catholic
faith, it is important that Catholic school boards and individual trustees remain in contact with their local
parishes and bishops. What is your plan for remaining in touch?

As I have not been a trustee before, I am not aware if there are formal methods for these
communication lines already in place. I would certainly meet with the Pastors of the zone I am
running for, to gather feedback as to their experiences with the schools in their parish area. I would
also speak with the school principals to ensure their feedback matches. Strong bonds between
the schools and their parishes benefit their students.

Q.9. Some have proposed that separate Catholic schools be abolished. In what ways do you envision
yourself advocating for the continuing rights of Catholics to educate their children in separate Catholic
public schools?
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Q.10. Trustees are responsible to students and parents for ensuring that the fullness of Catholic values,
beliefs and teachings are passed on to our children, and for helping to ensure that our children carry those
values and teachings into the broader community. How do you propose to ensure that you yourself are
aware of the full range of matter you will be expected to impart to students?

Q.11. As elected public officials, trustees are accountable to their constituents for prudent, wise, and
equitable use of resources, in an open and accountable fashion. In what specific ways do you propose to
discharge that duty?
I am fiscally very conservative. Any funds that I oversee will be spent very carefully. It is problematic to
suggest an "equitable use of resources," as spending should be considered through that lens. Where
there are limited resources, there will always be "squeaky wheels." Spending needs to be prioritized,
with special interest and frivolous expenses pushed straight to the bottom of the list.
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Q.12. It is a statutory requirement that candidates for the office of Catholic public school trustee be
Catholic. Please attach a copy of a letter of reference from your pastor confirming your Catholicity, or
other evidence, if available.
Attach Letter of Reference
Pressing SUBMIT will cause a copy of this document to be returned to Catholic Conscience, for posting on our
website for use by voters in choosing trustees. Should you wish later to revise or withdraw your responses,
please contact us at info@CatholicConscience.org.

Thank you for helping to improve our electoral process and our schools!

SUBMIT - SEND BACK TO CATHOLIC CONSCIENCE
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