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The Sanctity of Human Life:  from Conception to Natural Death 
Abortion, Euthanasia & Alternatives  |  Human Engineering  |  Population Control 

 

Catholic Teaching 
 
Catholics care about the sanctity of life 
because the entire purpose of each soul God 
endows with life is to find its way back to God 
by loving God and caring for all the souls God 
has placed around it. Voluntary termination of 
life any time between conception and natural 
death necessarily frustrates that purpose. 
 
The source of human dignity is the likeness to 
God that is bestowed on each of us at the 
moment we are conceived. We respond 
appropriately to this gift by using all the time, 
talent, and treasure that God has entrusted to 
us to seek and grow closer to God, by sharing in 
His continuing act of creation and caring for 
those around us. Our first purpose is to seek 
God, especially in one another. If we do that, 
everything else will be given to us. Anything 
that interferes with that is contrary to the 
Word of God. Genesis chapter 1; Matthew 
chapters 6, 22 & 25 
 
Abortion & Euthanasia 

 
“You shall not kill.” 

– the 5th Commandment 
 
The right to life from conception to natural 
death is the foundation of all Catholic Social 
Teaching, and in particular, implies the 
illicitness of every form of procured abortion 
and of euthanasia. – 155, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 

 
“This is not something subject to alleged 

reforms or ‘modernizations.’ It is not 
‘progressive’ to try to resolve problems by 

eliminating a human life.” 
- Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 214 

 
Human Engineering 
 
Cloning and Cell Manipulation 
 
An issue of particular social and cultural 
significance today, because of its many and 

 

   
The Bloc states that it works exclusively for Quebec, and it is not accountable to anti-choice lobbies. 
  
Abortion & alternatives 
The Bloc states that it is pro-choice and will: 
– unconditionally defend the right of women to voluntarily terminate their pregnancies, and 
– oppose any bill that would have the effect of limiting the right of women to control their own bodies 
 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– Assisted suicide or alternatives, including palliative care 
– Human engineering, including either stem cell, genetic, or embryo research or gender election 
– Population, birth control or family planning 
– Human trafficking or slavery 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 
Abortion & alternatives 
The party states that: 
– abortion is not a Charter-protected right 
– many recent studies have shown a link between abortion and breast cancer 
 
The party advocates: 
– protection of all innocent human life, starting at conception 
– defunding of abortion 
 
Assisted Suicide – & alternatives 
The party states that killing innocent people is always wrong. 
 
The party advocates: 
– restoring protection from assisted suicide and euthanasia. The party wants to kill the pain, not the patient 
– better access to palliative comfort care 
– conscience protection for health care professionals; no Canadian should be forced to violate his or her conscience 
 
Human Engineering 
 
Stem cell, genetic, & embryo research 
The party has released no official statement concerning its position on stem cell, genetic, or embryonic research. 
 
Gender election 
The party states that: 
– there are two biological genders: male and female 
– biological gender is encoded in the chromosomes and cannot be changed by surgery or chemicals 
– children must be protected from the LGBTQ “gender agenda” which ignores biological reality 
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serious moral implications, is human cloning… 
the simple replication of normal cells or of a 
portion of DNA presents no particular ethical 
problem. Very different, however, is cloning 
understood in the proper sense. Such cloning is 
contrary to the dignity of human 
procreation because it takes place in total 
absence of an act of personal love between 
spouses, being agamic and asexual 
reproduction. In the second place, this type of 
reproduction represents a form of total 
domination over the reproduced individual on 
the part of the one reproducing it… 
 
Cloning for therapeutic use does not attenuate 
its moral gravity, because in order that such 
cells may be removed the embryo must first be 
created and then 
destroyed.   236, Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 
Gender Election 
 
Everyone, man and woman, should 
acknowledge and accept his sexual 
identity. Physical, moral and spiritual 
difference and complementarities are oriented 
towards the goods of marriage and the 
flourishing of family life. -224 Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
Men and women with homosexual tendencies 
must be accepted with respect, compassion, 
and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust 
discrimination in their regard should be 
avoided. – 358 Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 
Population Growth; Birth Control; Family 
Planning 
 
Judgment concerning the interval of time 
between births, and that regarding the number 
of children, belongs to the spouses alone. This 
is one of their inalienable rights, to be 
exercised before God… The intervention of 
public authorities must be made in a way 
that fully respects the freedom of the 
couple. All programmes of economic assistance 
aimed at financing campaigns of sterilization 
and contraception are to be 
morally condemned as affronts to the dignity 
of the person and the family. 

– parents’ rights to guide their children’s social development must be protected from indoctrination in the school system 
– taxpayers should not have to pay for “gender reassignment surgery”, hormone blockers or other attempts to artificially change an individual’s gender 
 
Population, birth control & family planning 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on population birth control, or family planning. 
 
Human trafficking & slavery 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on human trafficking or slavery. 

 

 
 
The party states that on issues of moral conscience, such as abortion, the definition of marriage, and euthanasia, its party members have the right to adopt positions in 
consultation with their constituents, and to vote freely. 
 
The party advocates respect for conscience rights for doctors, nurses and others to refuse to participate in or make referrals for abortion, assisted suicide, or euthanasia 
 
Abortion – & alternatives 
The party states that: 
– it will not support any legislation to regulate abortion 
– abortion should be excluded from Canada’s maternal and child health program in countries where aid is delivered, since it is extremely divisive and often illegal 
 
Assisted Suicide – & alternatives 
 
The party states that – 
– it will not support any legislation to legalize euthanasia or assisted suicide 
– government should work with provinces, territories, and medical professionals to develop a national palliative care strategy to provide timely and equitable access to palliative 
care that affirms life, regards dying as a normal process, and excludes euthanasia and assisted suicide 
 
The party advocates ensuring that all suffering Canadians are offered relief, by investing $15 million to implement the Framework on Palliative Care. 
 
Human Engineering 
 
Gender election 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on gender-elective surgery. 
 
Population, birth control & family planning; embryonic research & cloning 
The party recognizes the need for federal regulation in assisted human reproduction and related research.  The field should be governed by principles that respect human 
individuality, integrity, dignity and life. 
 
The party advocates: 
– a three-year prohibition of embryonic research 
– encouraging focus on adult (post-natal) stem cell research 
 
Human trafficking & slavery 
The party advocates: 
– legislation to comply with the Palermo Protocol; and requiring consecutive sentences for each victim 
– opposing legalization of prostitution 
– adopting a proactive approach to reducing human smuggling abroad, through sanctions and legal interruptions smugglers headed for Canada 
– promoting democratic and responsible government in areas in which refugees originate 
 



    

Compiled by Catholic Conscience from official publications of the registered parties available as 
of September 2, 2021.  This document provides only a snapshot of party policies – please check 

official party websites for a complete and up-to-date picture.  Please vote. 

  The answer to questions connected with 
population growth must instead by sought in 
simultaneous respect both of sexual morals and 
of social ethics, promoting greater justice and 
authentic solidarity so that dignity is given to 
life in all circumstances. 
  All reproductive techniques — such as 
the donation of sperm or ova, surrogate 
motherhood, heterologous artificial 
fertilization — that make use of the uterus of 
another woman or of gametes of persons other 
than the married couple, injuring the right of 
the child to be born of one father and one 
mother who are father and mother are 
ethically unacceptable both from a biological 
and from a legal point of view.   – 234-
235, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
Human Trafficking 
 
The solemn proclamation of human rights is 
contradicted by a painful reality of violations, 
including new forms of slavery such as 
trafficking in human beings, illegal drug 
trafficking, prostitution. “Even in countries with 
democratic forms of government, these rights 
are not always fully respected”. Some serious 
problems remain unsolved: trafficking in 
children, the phenomenon of “street children, 
and the use of children for commerce in 
pornographic material. – 158, 
245 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 

 
Abortion & alternatives 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on abortion or alternatives to abortion. 
 
Assisted Suicide & alternatives 
The party advocates amending the Medical Assistance in Dying (MAD) legislation to ensure that everyone has the choice of dying with dignity, including allowing advance directives 
and guaranteeing the right to draw up a “living will” that gives individuals the power to limit or refuse medical intervention and treatment. 
 
Human Engineering 
 
Stem cell, genetic, & embryo research 
The party has released no official statement of its policies on stem cell, genetic, or embryonic research. 
 
Gender election 
The party states that consensual sexual freedom is a fundamental human right and that acceptance and celebration of LGBTQI2+ people and identities are essential for genuine 
social justice and equity. The party affirm that gender identity is each person’s individual experience of gender, that everyone has the right to define and freely express their 
gender, and that intersex people have the right to live with complete bodily autonomy. 
The party affirms that all young people deserve access to safe and comprehensive sex education based on a thorough understanding of diverse sexualities, diverse genders, 
intersex biology and informed consent 
The party advocates ensuring access to comprehensive sexual health care and gender affirming health care, including hormone treatments and blockers, and gender confirmation 
surgeries 
 
Population, birth control & family planning 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on population control or family planning. 
 
Human trafficking & slavery 
The party advocates increasing funding to bolster investigations and convictions in human trafficking cases. 
 

 
 
Abortion, assisted suicide, & alternatives 
The party: 
– stated that it will oppose any attempt to regulate abortion 
– declined to nominate candidates who oppose abortion or euthanasia 
– legalized suicide and introduced legislation to make legal suicide available to minors and the mentally incompetent 
– promoted legislation to require medical professionals to make referrals and participate in procedures relating to abortion and assisted suicide, regardless of conscience and 
beliefs 
 
The party states that: 
– in 2021, women’s rights should not be up for debate. Yet other parties want to roll back abortion access 
– meanwhile, anti-choice organizations are actively working to spread misinformation about abortion, putting the health and safety of young people and vulnerable women at risk 
– everyone in Canada should have the information they need to freely make decisions over their own bodies and have access to the medical care and services that are their legal 
rights 
– no one should be able to withhold access to care 
 
The party advocates: 
– governing accessibility for sexual and reproductive health services so there is no question, that no matter where someone lives, that they have access to publicly available sexual 
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and reproductive health 
services 
– in the case of provinces which fail to meet this standard, imposing an automatic penalty applied against federal health transfers 
– provide up to $10 million to Health Canada to develop an easily accessible portal that provides accurate, judgement-free, and evidence-based information on sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, which will include a section that counters misinformation about abortion 
– providing up to $10 million over 3 years to youth-led grassroots organizations that respond to the unique sexual and reproductive health needs of young people 
– denying charity status to anti-abortion organizations (for example, Crisis Pregnancy Centres) that provide dishonest counseling to women about their rights and about the options 
available to them at all stages of the pregnancy 
 
Human Engineering   
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– stem cell, genetic, & embryonic research 
– gender-elective surgery 
– population, birth control or family planning 
 
Human Trafficking 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on human trafficking or slavery. 
 

 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– alternatives to abortion 
– assisted suicide or alternatives to assisted suicide 
– stem cell, genetic, & embryo research 
– population, birth control or family planning 
– human trafficking or slavery 
 
 Abortion 
The party believes in respecting peoples’ rights to make their decisions about their own bodies and their own lives. 
The party advocates: 
– safe, accessible abortion and reproductive health care services for everyone, no matter where they live or how much money they make, by ensuring that the provinces make 
medical and surgical abortion available in all parts of the country, without barriers 
– ensuring that full range of prescription contraceptive and reproductive health care options are easily available at no cost through Medicare and the party’s proposed national 
pharmacare program 
 
Gender-Elective Surgery 
The party advocates: 
– developing a national action plan to ban conversion therapy for minors in Canada 
– working with the provinces to ensure that there is equal access to gender confirming surgery across the country, and that such procedures and medications are covered by public 
health plans 
 

 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– abortion or alternatives to abortion 
– assisted suicide or alternatives to assisted suicide 
– stem cell, genetic, & embryo research 
– gender-elective surgery 
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– population, birth control or family planning 
– human trafficking or slavery 
 

 

Points to Ponder: Life & Human Dignity 
 
Consider discussing the following questions with your local candidates, elected officials, and the parties, and with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
–  What limits should be placed on voluntary termination of human life, either prior to birth or at any time before death?  What can or should be done at the federal level, and what should be left to the provinces, or to private, 
religious, or other non-profit organizations? 
–  What options is our society, including the church and other non-profit agencies in addition to government, able to offer to reluctant or unwilling mothers, as alternatives to abortion and to support unwanted children?  What can 
or should be done at the local, or federal, or provincial level, or by private, religious, or other non-profit organizations? 
–  What options can be offered by provincial or federal governments, or by private agencies, to families of minors who being encouraged to consider medically-assisted suicide?  Is it appropriate to allow minors to consider suicide 
without consulting their parents? 
–  Are federal restrictions and controls on cloning and the use of human cells, fetuses, and body parts properly crafted?  What, if anything, should be done differently?  Should there be more discussion of this serious moral issue in 
our society? 
–  To what extent should voluntary, elective services that are morally questionable to large numbers of individuals, such as the voluntary termination of life or the voluntary modification of gender, be financed publicly through 
mandatory taxation?   If such services are to be offered, should they be financed by the individuals who elect to access them, or by sympathetic charities, or by dissenting taxpayers? 
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Stewardship of Creation 
Climate Change  |  Species, Diversity & Wildlife  |  Energy & Resources  |  Sustainable Development 

 

Catholic Teaching 
 
God gave humans dominion over the earth, 
thereby making us stewards of creation as 
we work with Him in His continuing act of 
creation. 
 
We must constantly consider how our 
actions glorify or harm this wonderous gift 
God has entrusted to us.  This is a multi-
faceted question, which must not be over-
simplified. 
 
With a vocation to glorify all life which 
includes respect for the inviolability and 
integrity of life, humans find themselves in 
the presence of all God’s other creatures. We 
can and are obliged to put them at our own 
service and to enjoy them, but our dominion 
over the world requires the exercise of 
responsibility.  It is not a freedom of 
arbitrary and selfish exploitation. All of 
creation has value and is “good” in the sight 
of God. This is a marvelous challenge to 
human intellect.  – 112, 113, Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church. 

 
Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s 

handiwork is essential to a life of virtue: 
it is not an optional or secondary aspect of 

our Christian experience. 
-23, 217, Laudato Si’ 

 
The Book of Genesis provides us with certain 
foundations of Christian anthropology, 
including the meaning of human activity in 
the world, which is linked to the discovery 
and respect of the laws of nature that God 
has inscribed in the created universe, so that 
humanity may live in it and care for it in 
accordance with God’s will.  – 
37, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 
Climate Change 
 
  There is urgency to this issue.   Every Pope 
since at least Paul VI has written of our need 

 
 

The Bloc states that: 
- Quebec does not manufacture gasoline automobiles, but trains, subways, streetcars and buses. It does not produce oil, but has abundant renewable resources such as water, wind 
and forests. 
- the 21st century and its necessary energy transition is tailor-made for Quebec. 
 
The party advocates: 
- since the provinces control land use planning, transit systems, energy production and the exploitation of natural resources, making maximum use o taxation and regulation to put 
the economy at the service of the environment. 
 
Tax Measures 
The Bloc proposes green equalization, a tax reform that would reshape the carbon tax, shift part of the income tax to green taxation and revise the equalization formula to include 
incentives to fight climate change much more actively.  This would include: 
- application of a carbon tax in provinces where per capita Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions are higher than average, with proceeds to be paid to provinces where GHG emissions are 
below average, creating a form of green equalization that taxes polluters and pays good players. 
- for every dollar received in green equalization, reduction of the federally paid equalization payment by 90 cents from the equalization check, as an incentive to lower emissions 
through green innovation 
- eventual replacement of equalization based on income taxes with a scheme based on green innovation 
 
Climate change 
The party advocates enactment of emissions targets consistent with the Paris Agreement, including an accountability mechanism requiring the government to take into account the 
impacts on climate change of all its actions, including grants and contributions, and requiring a mandatory review every four years, so that reduction targets can be increased, with a 
view to moving towards the more ambitious 1.5 degree target set out in the Paris Agreement. 
 
Energy & Resources 
The party advocates: 
- termination of the Energy East Project, which it states would transport oil via pipelines by crossing more than 800 Quebec rivers, which are sources of life, drinking water, and 
economic activity 
- termination of government subsidies to fossil fuel companies, in accordance with promises made before the G8 conference in 2009 
-  promoting the purchase of electric or hybrid vehicles by expanding the EV rebate program by adding: 
– additional discounts for lower income households; 
– additional discounts when the purchase of an ecological vehicle removes a particularly polluting vehicle; 
– incentives to purchase research in heavy and commercial vehicles; 
– enactment of a zero-emission law that will require each manufacturer to sell a minimum of zero emission cars based on the number of gasoline cars sold. 
 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
The party states that Quebecers deserve to have the last word when it comes to projects that affect our environment and land use planning. It undertakes to refuse to allow Ottawa 
to impose pipelines, airports, cell towers, or other infrastructure without Quebec’s consent. 
The party advocates: 
- re-introduction of a bill giving the government of Quebec the power to accept or decline any projects under federal jurisdiction which concern land use planning and Environmental 
protection. 
- increased oversight of the rail industry, particularly as it relates to the transportation of hazardous materials, in accordance with recommendations made by Transport Canada 
following the Lac-Mégantic tragedy. 
- public inquiry into lax regulation of rail transport. 
- warnings for municipalities of hazardous rail shipments through their territory. 
- a ban on any increase in the transport of oil through Quebec 
- tax benefits to cover both energy-efficient renovations and electrification of heating systems in commercial buildings 
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to shift to a more responsible use of the 
earth and its abundant resources.  The 
Church accepts that that need is now urgent. 
 
  “A very solid scientific consensus indicates 
that we are presently witnessing a disturbing 
warming of the climatic system… Humanity 
is called to recognize the need for changes 
of lifestyle, production and consumption, in 
order to combat… at least the human causes 
which produce or aggravate it. It is true that 
there are other factors, yet a number of 
scientific studies indicate that most global 
warming in recent decades is due to the 
great concentration of greenhouse gases 
released mainly as a result of human 
activity.  – Pope Francis, Laudato si’, –23 
 
Energy & Resources 
 
The good steward neither allows the 
resources entrusted to him to lie fallow or 
to fail to produce their proper fruit, nor 
does he waste or destroy them (Matthew 
25:14-30). Rather, he uses them responsibly, 
for the Lord’s purposes, to realize their 
increase so that he may enjoy his livelihood 
and provide for the good of his family, his 
descendants, and his neighbors. 
 
Humanity’s relationship with creation and 
the creatures of the earth “requires the 
exercise of responsibility, it is not a freedom 
of arbitrary and selfish exploitation.” – 115, 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
One of the higher priority issues in 
economics is the utilization of 
resources, that is, of all those goods and 
services to which economic subjects — 
producers and consumers in the private and 
public spheres — attribute value because of 
their inherent usefulness in the areas of 
production and consumption…   Resources in 
nature are quantitatively scarce, which 
means that each individual economic 
subject, as well as each individual society, 
must necessarily come up with a plan for 
their utilization in the most rational way 
possible, following the logic dictated by the 
“principle of economizing.” – 

 
Species, Diversity & Wildlife 
The party advocates an immediate ban on the use of pesticides that threaten biodiversity, including elimination of bee-killing pesticides such as neonicotinoids. 
 
Forestry 
The party Advocates: 
- a vast project to modernize the forest industry to enable us to make better use of the forest 
– extending the production chain through a support program for investment in wood processing companies; 
– supporting research and development in the forestry sector; 
– supporting projects for the biomethanization of forest residues; 
– supporting local forest development initiatives: gathering, tourism, hunting and recreational fishing; 
– funding through Ottawa to support the fight against the spruce budworm, in which the federal government has reinvested $ 75 million in the Atlantic provinces, but nothing at all 
for Quebec. 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 

The party states that CO2 is a natural beneficial gas, not a pollutant, and that CO2 as the cause of climate change is an unproven theory.The CHP promotes protection of Canada’s air, 
soil and water from destructive contamination of man-made chemicals. 
 
The party opposes: 
- all carbon taxes, cap-and-trade schemes, and, carbon credits 
- any attempt to block sunlight—“global dimming”—as has been proposed by some “geo-engineering” advocates in an effort to “cool the planet” 
- the party states in this context that it also cares about the MORAL environment 
 
Climate change 
The party states that 
- CO2 is not pollution; it is a beneficial natural gas needed by all plants 
- carbon taxes are just a tax grab 
- the federal government cannot legally force the provinces to collect taxes 
- carbon tax will do nothing for the environment 
 
The party advocates rescinding any federal carbon tax 
 
Energy & Resources 
The party states that: 
- natural resources are given by God for the benefit of mankind.  Human beings are stewards (caretakers) of these resources have the responsibility to manage and preserve them for 
the benefit of future generations 
- the extraction of minerals, precious metals and energy resources is a legitimate and vital industry 
- care must be taken to protect the environment and to make efficient use of non-renewable resources 
 
The party advocates re-evaluating the use of coal as an energy source, in light of new technology.  With updated technologies, coal can again become a useful part of our mining and 
energy industries 
 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
The party states that chemical pesticides and herbicides have an important role in agriculture and landscaping but more research should be don into effective affordable, and less 
invasive alternatives in pest control. 
 
The party advocates careful assessment of studies indicating that application of certain man-made chemicals may be harmful to human, animal and soil health, rather than dismissal 
because the conclusions are inconvenient. 
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346, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 
Because of the powerful means of 
transformation offered by technological 
civilization, it seems that the balance 
between man and the environment has 
reached a critical point…   A reductionistic 
conception quickly spread, starting from the 
presupposition — which was seen to be 
erroneous — that an infinite quantity of 
energy and resources are available, that it is 
possible to renew them quickly, and that the 
negative effects of the exploitation of the 
natural order can be easily absorbed…  – 
461, 462, Compendium of the Social Doctrine 
of the Church 
 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
  
Care for the environment represents a 
challenge for all of humanity. It is a matter 
of a common and universal duty, that of 
respecting a common good, destined for all, 
by preventing anyone from using “with 
impunity the different categories of beings, 
whether living or inanimate — animals, 
plants, the natural elements — simply as 
one wishes, according to one’s own 
economic needs.” 
Responsibility for the environment, the 
common heritage of mankind, extends not 
only to present needs but also to those of 
the future… This is a responsibility that 
present generations have towards those of 
the future…   A correct understanding of the 
environment… at the same time…must not 
absolutize nature and place it above the 
dignity of the human person himself. In this 
latter case, one can go so far as to divinize 
nature or the earth, as can readily be seen in 
certain ecological movements that seek to 
gain an internationally guaranteed 
institutional status for their beliefs.  – 346, 
461-463, Compendium of the Social Doctrine 
of the Church 
 
Species Diversity & Wildlife 
 
Man and woman find themselves also in the 
presence of all the other creatures. They can 

 
Species, Diversity & Wildlife 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on species, diversity, or wildlife 

 

 
 
The party states that: 
- responsible exploration, development, conservation and renewal of our environment are vital to continued national and individual well-being 
- it is a responsibility of government to ensure that the sometimes competing values of preservation and job creation are maintained in proper balance 
- an effective international emissions program must be truly global and include binding targets for all major emitters, including China and the United States as well as Canada 
 
Climate change 
The party believes that: 
- its plan to protect the environment balances the need to fight climate change by lowering global emissions with its core promise of leaving more money in Canadians’ pockets so 
they can get ahead. 
- in order to achieve its stated goals for emissions reduction, the carbon tax would have to be increased 500%. 
 
The party advocates: 
- requiring major emitters to do their part to lower than emissions, rather than taxing emissions. 
- legislated emissions caps to reduce pollutants such as nitrogen oxide, sulphur dioxide, volatile organic compounds, ozone, and particulate matter 
- stringent fuel efficiency and exhaust emissions standards 
- promotion of alternative energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal, hydrogen and biofuels 
- requiring companies to invest in emissions-reducing technologies if they fail emissions standards 
- in order to combat air pollution, reviewing and modernizing air quality standards 
- seeking international cooperation to combat climate change, particularly under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, which allows voluntary transfer of emissions targets 
- encouraging exportation of clean Canadian resources such as liquid natural gas to displace higher emissions products such as coal 
- encouraging exportation of Canadian green technology 
- scrapping the carbon tax, in order to reduce costs for home heating, gasoline, and essentials 
- incorporating the knowledge of the land and the history of Indigenous groups to understandings of the effects of climate change and the environment 
- eliminating GST for all home energy, including electricity, natural gas, heating oil, propane, wood pellets, and other sources for primary residences. 
- to improve Canada’s resilience to extreme weather events, incorporating a mitigation and adaptation lens to government infrastructure investments. 
- pursuing natural infrastructure projects to leverage the resilience of natural landscapes, such as enhanced or constructed wetlands to protect against floods, drought, and water 
quality issues. 
 
Energy & Resources 
The party advocates: 
- to restore Canada’s leadership in resource development, establishing an expert task force to engage industry, Indigenous communities and resource project proponents 
- doing more to champion Canadian resources and products at home and abroad 
- promotion of exploration and development of off-shore resources along all coastal water; companies should follow best practices and the precautionary principle to mitigate 
environmental risk 
- effect on resource development should be considered before new areas are designated for marine protection 
- increased investment in geosciences programs and research, and streamlined regulation for mining industries 
- developing technology to turn plastics, including non-recyclable plastics, into chemicals and renewable fuels 
- appointment of a blue-ribbon task for to make recommendations for creation of a coast-to-coast energy corridor, to create opportunities, unite the country, promote export of 
hydroelectricity, and stimulate Indigenous economies 
- repeal of the No More Pipelines Act, to create jobs and get critical infrastructure projects completed 
- building of the Trans Mountain pipeline 
- ending the ban on shipping traffic on the northern coast of BC 
- appointment of a minister for consulting Indigenous rights holders 
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and are obliged to put them at their own 
service and to enjoy them, but their 
dominion over the world requires the 
exercise of responsibility, it is not a freedom 
of arbitrary and selfish exploitation. All of 
creation has value and is “good” in the sight 
of God, who is its author. Man must discover 
and respect its value. This is a marvellous 
challenge to his intellect, which should lift 
him up as on wings towards 
the contemplation of the truth of all God’s 
creatures, that is, the contemplation of what 
God sees as good in them. Man must 
recognize all of God’s creatures for what 
they are and establish with each of them a 
relationship of responsibility. – 
113, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 
“Each of the various creatures, willed in its 
own being, reflects in its own way a ray of 
God’s infinite wisdom and goodness. Man 
must respect the particular goodness of 
every creature, to avoid any disordered use 
of things which would be in contempt of the 
Creator and would bring disastrous 
consequences for human beings and their 
environment.” – 339, Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 
 
It is a responsibility that must mature on the 
basis of the global dimension of the present 
ecological crisis… This perspective takes on a 
particular importance when one considers, in 
the context of the close relationships that 
bind the various parts of the ecosystem, the 
environmental value of biodiversity, which 
must be handled with a sense of 
responsibility and adequately protected…   
-466, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 

 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
The party advocates: 
- implementing a Green Investment Standards Certification, including a requirement that companies report on their emissions 
- introducing a $1 billion private venture capital fund for new green investment 
- establishing a single green hub for technology innovators 
- to encourage lower emissions from homes, introducing a two-year, 20% refundable tax credit for green home renovations 
- introducing a 5% tax rate on income generated on green technology developed and patented in Canada 
- a tax deduction for clean up of contaminated sites 
- investing resources to end dumping of raw sewage into lakes, rivers and oceans 
- banning export of waste plastic, unless it is shown that the plastic will be recycled 
- to improve recycling practices, working with provinces, producers, and others to develop national standards for plastics recycling 
- investment in technology for better detection and prediction of the behaviour of wildfires 
- completion of the Canadian Wetland Inventory, exploring ways to protect wetlands on private lands, and provide funding for watershed protection, including clean-up funds for the 
Great Lakes, Lake Winnipeg, and Lake Simcoe 
 
Species, Diversity & Wildlife 
The party advocates: 
- a science-based assessment of protected areas, to identify best opportunities for expansion of protected areas and support of local habitat restoration projects 
- establishing a task force to propose protections for the woodland caribou while ensuring that the forestry industry remains strong 
- increased funding for control of forest pests in parks and on federal lands 
 
Fisheries 
- rather than reducing harvesting and processing efforts, working with provinces and territories to protect and enhance all stocks 
- improved scientific understanding of requirements, and enhanced enforcement ability 
- to rebuild critical fish stocks, create advisory panels with harvesters, anglers, Indigenous groups and other experts 
- increased support for the Salmonid Enhancement Program with a focus on community partnerships 
-establish recovery plans for all Canada’s critical fisheries, including responsible management of predators and invasive species 
 

 
The party states that as a core value it party believes that humans and every other species of animal and plant are integral and interdependent parts of a living planet, that when we 
degrade the Earth or any part of it, we undermine the integrity and viability of all life including our own. Our duty, then, is to live on Earth with the lightest touch possible. 
 
The party advocates support for the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals as a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the 
future, and states that every one of the sustainable development goals is reflected in its platform. 
 
Climate change 
The party states that the earth has already warmed to dangerous levels, with unprecedented heat waves and ice cap melting. 
 
The party advocates: 
- to hold a critical limit of 1.5C average temperature rise, cutting CO2 emissions by 50% by 2030, and net-zero emissions by 2050 
- a 60% cut in climate-changing emissions by 2030, with net zero in 2050 
- to avoid dangerous party politics, establish a cross-party inner cabinet to deal with climate change 
- setting declining legal emissions limits for industries 
- revenue-neutral carbon fee on all sources of CO2 pollution 
- banning sale of internal combustion passenger vehicles by 2030 
- exempting electric and zero-emission vehicles from federal sales tax 
- expanded infrastructure for elective vehicle charge stations 
- using biofuels to help reduce emissions 
- investing $600-700 million per year in Via passenger rail to develop regional rail networks, and high-speed rail in Toronto-Ottawa-Quebec and in Calgary-Edmonton 
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- a national cycling and walking infrastructure fund program 
- leading international development of low emissions international shipping and aviation 
- implementing national standards for reduced use of nitrogen crop fertilizers 
- switching to regenerative agriculture 
 
Energy & Resources 
The party states that by far the leading contribution to climate-changing pollution, 54% of Canada’s carbon emissions, are generated by the production and burning of coal, oil, and 
natural gas. 
 
The party advocates: 
-  leaving fossil fuels in the ground, to cut emissions 
- no further approval of pipelines or oil, coal, or gas mining or drilling, including offshore 
- cancelling the trans-mountain pipeline 
- major increases in renewable electricity, and upgrades in national electric grid strategies to enable sharing 
- identifying orphaned oil & gas wells to convert to geothermal production 
- massive energy retrofit of residential, commercial and industrial buildings 
- amending national building codes to require new construction to meet net-zero emissions standards by 2030 
 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
 
The party states that: 
- climate change has already advanced to the point at which immediate changes are needed in agricultural practices and reinforcement of critical public infrastructure 
- although hundreds of thousands of chemicals are in commercial use, only a handful have undergone independent scrutiny of their toxic effects on humans and ecosystems; and that 
pollution and toxic chemicals pose serious health threats such as cancer, asthma, learning disabilities and other chronic diseases, with marginalized populations often at greatest risk. 
-  - the health impacts of exposure to toxic substances are estimated to cost our health-care system tens of billions of dollars annually. 
 
The party advocates: 
- implementing national standards to reduce use of nitrogen fertilizers in crop agriculture, reducing erosion and rebuilding soils to retain carbon, 
- transitioning away from industrial livestock production 
-supporting a complete transition to regenerative agriculture, including investment of $2.5 per year into land trust programs and apprenticeship programs to expand local-small scale 
agriculture and establish new farmers 
- directing the Canada Infrastructure Bank to exclude private profit from public infrastructure development, and to invest in enhanced climate-proofing, prioritizing upgrades to 
drinking and waste water systems, to protect against flooding, droughts, and contamination 
- using the Green Infrastructure Fund to restore natural buffer zones along waterways 
- establishing carbon sinks through ecologically-sound tree planting and soil rebuilding 
- invoking federal powers for peace, order, and good government to develop massive tree planting and creation of fire breaks 
- passing legislation to give Canadians the right to a healthy environment 
- setting targets for reducing the use of pesticides in agriculture through programs to assist farmers in moving to organic and regenerative farming. 
- strengthening legislation to limit the approval and use of toxic chemicals that affect our health and environment 
- regulating microfibres as a toxic substance under CEPA 
- provoking precautionary principles in making decisions about approvals of products, substances, projects and processes where there is potential for irreversible harm 
- reviving and expand the National Pesticides Monitoring and Surveillance Network 
- creating an adverse-effects reporting database for doctors and emergency rooms to keep track of health impacts of pesticides and other chemicals 
- banning neonicotinoid pesticides, which kill bees and other pollinators, and supporting farmers in shifting to alternatives 
- banning all forestry and cosmetic uses of glyphosate-based herbicides as well as their use as a pre-harvest desiccant 
- banning all toxic ingredients in personal care products 
- collaborating with provinces, territories, municipal/local governments and Indigenous Peoples to develop a national water strategy to ensure safe drinking water for all Canadians 
- toward a goal of net zero waste, setting national targets and working with provincial territorial, and municipal governments to achieve them 
- implementing extended producer responsibility programs to hold manufacturer financially responsible for waste generated in production, distribution, packaging and end-of-life 
disposal of product 
- require increasing percentages of recycled plastic in new durable plastic product 
- requiring full recyclability of all products 
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- phasing out export of Canadian solid waste to other countries, in order to ensure proper self-management of waste 
 
Plastics 
The party states that: 
- plastics are the fastest-growing component of the solid waste stream, and that close to 90 per cent of sea birds are reported to have plastic in their digestive systems 
- plastic production has increased from two million tonnes annually in 1950 to more than 300 million tonnes today, and that an estimated 80 per cent of all the plastic that has ever 
been produced – 8.3 billion tonnes – is still around, in landfills or elsewhere in the environment 
 
The party advocates developing a national strategy to eliminate plastic waste within 10 years, and as interim measures: 
- establishing and consulting a plastics lifecycle advisory group, with representatives from all sectors in the lifecycle of plastic products, scientists, and federal and provincial 
government representatives, to provide guidance 
- adopting a precautionary approach to limit the production and use of persistent contaminants in plastic 
- by January 2022, banning the production, distribution and sale of all unnecessary or non-essential petroleum-based single-use plastics, including: carry-out and produce bags, 
balloons, straws, plates, cups, lids, cutlery, cotton buds, drink stirrers, cigarette filters, and plastic water bottles (less than four litres); packaging, including multilayer packaging, 
packing straps, all multipack rings, takeaway packaging, and all expanded polystyrene (styrofoam) packaging; and all single-use plastics that are not easily recyclable or have additives 
that make them non-recyclable 
- extending the ban on microbeads to include household and industrial cleaning products 
- by 2021, funding proper solid waste management systems in Indigenous and Arctic communities 
 
Species, Diversity & Wildlife 
The party advocates: 
- increased funding for federal departments, to develop and implement endangered species recovery plans, and prompt initiation of federal emergency procedures when provinces 
fail to act 
- because the  primary cause of species extinction is loss of habitat, committing $100 annually for four years to create protected and conserved areas in the care of Indigenous 
guardians 
- introduction of legislation to prevent inhumane treatment of farm animals, including through intensive factory farming operations 
 
Fisheries & Oceans 
The party states that restoring sustainable fishery practices and stocks, preventing the extinction of many fish species will be a complex task, in view of ocean acidification, pollution, 
increased water temperature, and decreased ocean-water oxygen levels. 
 
The party advocates: 
- involvement of historic coastal communities in fisheries management and marine harvesting 
- barring ownership by investors and non-local fish processing companies from all Canadian fisheries, by fully implementing provisions of the Oceans Act and owner-operator and fleet 
separation policies 
- implementing all 20 recommendations of the report of the Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans on sharing of risks and benefits on the West Coast 
- increased funding for fish-stock research to improve management and protect endangered species 
- moving all open-net pen aquaculture to closed containment on land 
- eliminating the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada conflicting roles of promoting aquaculture and wild stocks by shifting responsibility for salmon aquaculture to 
Agriculture and Agrifood Canada 
 

 
 
The party states that as a part of COVID recovery, it plans to create a greener, more innovative, and more inclusive economy., taking advantage of a net zero emissions future and 
ensure that all Canadians are able to participate. 
 
Climate change 
The party states that: 
– it remains committed to meeting and exceeding its Paris targets, and achieving net zero emissions by 2050 
– in November 2019, it introduced the Canada Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act to bind the government to achieve net zero emissions by 2050, and require the minister of 
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finance to report annually on compliance 
– since 2016 it has invested $226.4 million to build new recharging and refuelling stations along highways and in residential and working centres.  As of December 2020, 433 stations 
had been built, and more than 800 were under construction 
– it advocates cutting pollution in heavy industry and making sure the oil and gas sector is net zero by 2050 
 
The party advocates: 
– allocating $150 million over three years to accelerate installation of zero-emission vehicle charging stations where people work, live and travel 
– because homes account for 17 percent of Canada’s greenhouse emissions, allocating $2.6 billion over 7 years, for grants to help up to 700,000 home-owners make energy efficient 
home upgrades 
– in order to promote transition to a low-carbon economy, allocating $7.3 million over three years to create a private-public Sustainable Finance Action Council, to make 
recommendations concerning critical infrastructure requirements 
 
Energy & Resources 
The party advocates, in order to help phase out coal-based power generation, allocating $25 billion to the Canada Infrastructure Bank, including $25 million in 2021-22 to support 
engineering assessments, community consultations, and environmental and regulatory studies. 
 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
The party states that investment in and protection of nature is among the most important and affordable ways in which governments can mitigate climate change. 
 
The party advocates: 
– in view of the ability of oceans, forests, and wetlands to absorb carbon, allocating $3.16 billion over ten years to partner with provinces, territories, non-profits, municipalities, and 
communities to plant 2 billion trees 
– allocating an additional $631 million over 10 years to restore degraded ecosystems, protect wildlife, and improve land and resource management practices 
– allocating an additional $98.4 million over 10 years to promote adoption of farm management practise beneficial to carbon sequestration 
– ending plastic waste by 2030 
– investing $1.5 billon to accelerate adoption of zero-emissions buses and associated carbon infrastructure 
 
Species, Diversity & Wildlife 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on species, diversity, or wildlife. 
 

 
The party states that it will declare a climate emergency, and legislate ambitious, science-based greenhouse gas reduction targets to stabilize global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. 
 
The party advocates: 
- creating an independent Climate Accountability Office to conduct regular audits of progress on climate goals 
- ensuring that public investments, including government procurement, are directed to clean energy, sustainable infrastructure and boosting energy efficiency in communities across 
the country 
- maintaining carbon pricing, including rebates for qualifying households and restoration of breaks given to big polluters 
 
Energy & Resources 
The party advocates: 
- requiring large-scale building retrofits in all sectors, beginning by working with provinces and territories to fund energy efficient retrofits on social housing units and government 
buildings, in order to reduce energy demand while creating jobs and saving people money 
- retrofitting all housing stock in Canada by 2050, by providing low-interest loans repayable through energy savings 
- revising the national building code to complete net-zero energy preparations by 2030 
 
Conservation & Sustainable Development 
 
Forestry 
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The party acknowledges the importance of Canadian forests for industry and for the environment. 
 
The party advocates: 
- investment in forestry innovation and development of added-value wood product markets 
- boosting reforestation efforts to strengthen climate resilience and sustainability of the forestry industry 
 
Fisheries 
The party acknowledges both the importance of the fishing industry and threats to existing fish stocks, and believes that with prompt, proper action both fishing and fish can be 
protected 
The party advocates: 
- development of a community-based terminal fishery system on the west coast 
- enforcing owner-operator and fleet separation polices on the east coast, and upgrades to small craft harbours 
- to protect Pacific wild salmon, full implementation of the Cohen Commission and cooperation with BC and First Nations to support transition to closed-containment systems 
- guiding east-coast resource allocations on principles of adjacency, historic dependence, and sustainability, while also respecting Indigenous rights 
- promotion of Canadian seafood, domestically and internationally 
- investment of habitat restoration to rebuild fish stocks 
- strengthening response to oil spills and derelict vessels 
- increased investment in ocean science, research, and technology 
- partnering with coastal Indigenous communities to ensure availability of equipment, training, and support to protect live and the environment 
- modernizing the coast guard fleet and training 
 
Species, Diversity & Wildlife 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on species, diversity, or wildlife. 
 

 
The party has published no stated position on: 
– species diversity & wildlife 
– sustainable development 
 
Climate Change 
The party states that: 
– it is an undisputed fact that the world’s climate has always changed and will continue to change. Until twelve thousand years ago, much of Canada was under ice, and it is thanks to 
natural climate change that we can live here today 
– there is no scientific consensus on the theory that CO2 produced by human activity is causing dangerous global warming today or will in the future, and that the world is facing 
environmental catastrophes unless these emissions are drastically reduced. Many renowned scientists continue to challenge this theory 
– the policy debate about global warming has been hijacked by proponents of big government who are using crude propaganda techniques to impose their views, and publicly ridicule 
and harass anyone who expresses doubt 
–  CO2 is beneficial for agriculture and there has recently been a measurable “greening” of the world in part thanks to higher levels.  CO2 is not a pollutant. It is an essential ingredient 
for life on Earth and needed for plant growth 
– given the uncertainties over the scientific basis of global warming, and the certainties about the huge costs of measures designed to fight it, there is no compelling reason to 
jeopardize our prosperity with more government interventions 
 
The party advocates: 
– withdrawal from the Paris Accord and abandonment of unrealistic greenhouse gas emission reduction targets 
– stopping the transfer of billions of dollars to developing countries to help them reduce their emissions 
– abolishing the carbon tax and leaving it to provincial governments to adopt programs to reduce emissions if they want to 
– abolishing subsidies for green technology and let private players develop profitable and efficient alternatives 
– investment in adaptation strategies if problems arise as a result of any natural climate change 
– prioritizing implementation of practical solutions to make Canada’s air, water and soil cleaner, including bringing clean drinking water to remote First Nations communities 
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Energy & Resources 
The party states that: 
– radical environmental activists, funded in part by American foundations, have influenced the government to stifle the growth of Canada’s oil industry by preventing it from 
transporting and selling its products, for example by banning oil tanker traffic on the north coast of British Columbia, which brought the cancellation of the Northern Gateway and 
Eagle Spirit pipeline projects, and causing investors to pull out of the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion project 
– capital investments in the oil and gas industry have collapsed from $81 billion in 2014 to $37 billion in2019 
– despite the emergence of alternative sources of energy, global demand for oil is expected to keep rising for several decades 
– Canada has the third-largest oil reserves in the world and is well placed to answer this anticipated demand 
 
The party advocates: 
– because the oil and gas industry has been for decades a major source of employment, government revenues, and economic well-being for all of Canada, allowing it to grow, export 
its products, and bring prosperity to our country 
– countering anti-oil and anti-pipeline propaganda from radical environmentalists and foreign foundations 
– repealing Bills C-48 and C-69 
– approving pipelines projects using a streamlined process 
– finding a private buyer for Trans Mountain 
– reasserting federal jurisdiction over pipelines construction by invoking section 92(10) of our Constitution, whereby Parliament can declare any project to be for the general 
advantage of Canada 
 

 

Points to Ponder:  Stewardship of Creation 
 

Consider discussing the following questions with your local candidates, elected officials, and the parties, and with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
Many voices, including scientists, the Vatican, and the United Nations, agree that in order to avoid catastrophic global heating, with resulting unpredictable increases in the number and severity of extreme weather events, loss of 
agricultural land, particularly in the poorest countries, and collapse of ecosystems, global average temperature increase must be limited to 1.5 degrees Centigrade; and that to achieve such a limit, emissions of carbon dioxide, 
methane, and nitrous oxide must be cut in half by 2030 and brought to zero net increase by 2050.  Canada is currently committed is to a 30% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, relative to 2005 levels, by 2030, but according 
to the auditor general is not on track to meet that goal. 
 
–  What can or should federal, provincial, and municipal governments, non-governmental organizations, families, and individuals do, if anything, to help prevent irreversible and possibly catastrophic damage to the earth’s 
atmosphere? 
–  How can or should the federal government help guide Canada toward a sustainable, adaptable, and resilient economy and life style, in order to protect future generations and those who live in other parts of the world, while 
enabling Canadians to work at materially-sustaining and spiritually fulfilling jobs? 
–  Should the elimination of single-use plastics, packaging, and implements be made a social priority?  If so, what can or should the federal or provincial governments do, or local or charitable organizations?  What other issues 
should be at the top of our climate agenda? 
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Family, Community & the Common Good 
Role of the Family  |  Health Care & Elder Care |  Education & Young Workers  |  Culture, Arts & Tourism 

 

Catholic Teaching 
 
The demands of the common good… are 
strictly connected to respect for and the 
integral promotion of the person and his 
fundamental rights. These demands concern 
above all the commitment to peace, the 
organization of the State’s powers, a sound 
juridical system, the protection of the 
environment, and the provision of essential 
services to all, some of which are at the same 
time human rights: food, housing, work, 
education and access to culture, 
transportation…  -166, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 

 
The Role & Development of the Family 

 
“Honour your father and mother.” 

– the 4th Commandment 
 

The family is the primary unit in society. It is 
where education begins and the Word of God 
is first nurtured. The priority of the family over 
society and the State must be affirmed. – 209-
214, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
The Church teaches that the proper role of 
government and other human institutions is to 
foster human life and dignity by maintaining 
social conditions that enable and encourage 
us to serve God in one another, and thereby to 
promote that which is truly in the common 
interest. This begins with nurturing and 
enabling families, as well as supporting the 
elderly and other marginalized members of 
society. 

 
Health Care 

 
Among the causes that greatly contribute to 
underdevelopment and poverty, mention 
must be made of illiteracy, lack of food 
security, the absence of structures and 
services, inadequate measures for 
guaranteeing basic healthcare, and the lack of 
safe drinking water and sanitation.  -166, 

 
 

The Role and Development of the Family 
The Bloc has released no official statement on its policies concerning the role of the family in society. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– a reform of employment insurance so that women who lose their jobs towards the end or upon returning from their maternity and parental leave can be protected by benefits 
– modifying the assistance program for first-time buyers to make it easier to buy an already-built house like a new one, in particular to avoid urban sprawl 
 
Health Care 
The Bloc states that health is the top priority of Quebeckers. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– resuming the fight against fiscal imbalance, starting by demanding an increase in health transfers of 6% per year so that they reach a level equivalent to at least 25% of Quebec 
spending in this area 
– demanding that the aging of the population be taken into account in the calculation of health transfers 
– changing the process for setting drug prices by shifting from comparison of prices with the current set of seven countries, in among which the party believes have drug prices that 
are among the most expensive on the planet 
 
Support for the Elderly 
The Bloc states that our seniors deserve to enjoy their well-deserved retirement in peace. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– reforming old age pensions to protect household income, thereby ensuring that seniors’ purchasing power is maintained in the long term 
– continued work to improve the Guaranteed Income Supplement 
– continued work to make pension funds priority creditors in the event of a business failure such as bankruptcy 
– to promote in-home care, particularly by family members, proposing that the tax credit for caregivers become a refundable tax credit 
– revising the home care costs tax credit to eliminate the requirement for filing of receipts, as semi-autonomous seniors who live in residences often do not have these receipts, as 
the costs are included in the rent 
 
Education & Young Workers 
The Bloc states that it will be an ally of young people during their studies and when buying a first home. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– increasing the Canada Social Transfer to correct decades of federal underfunding in education; • modifying the assistance program for first-time buyers to make it easier to buy an 
already-built house like a new one, in particular to avoid urban sprawl 
– calling for increased funding for university research 
 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 
The Bloc states that Internet giants such as Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon, Microsoft, Spotify, Netflix and others benefit from the work of Quebec creators and journalists, but 
pay no tax in Canada. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– that Canada be inspired by France and impose the giants of the Web up to 3% of their activity on Canadian territory 
– creation of a think tank bringing together the entire Francophonie on the promotion and protection of Francophone cultures on online platforms 
– to end unfair competition and closure of print newspapers and other media outlets, imposing at the federal level GST on online advertising, regardless of the platform 
– creation of a written media fund, from the revenue from taxes collected on advertising 
– establishment of a general commission to study the future of print media with all the actors affected by the current written media crisis, the governments of Quebec and the 
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447 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 

Support for the Elderly 
 
If the elderly are in situations where they 
experience suffering and dependence, not only 
do they need health care services and 
appropriate assistance, but and above all they 
need to be treated with love. - 222 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 

Education 
 
“May Nazareth remind us what the family is, 
what the communion of love is, its stark and 
simple beauty, its sacred and inviolable 
character; may it help us to see how sweet 
and irreplaceable education in the family 
is; may it teach us its natural function in the 
social order. May we finally learn the lesson of 
work.”   – 210 Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, citing St Paul VI, 
Address at Nazareth (5 January 1964) 
 
Maintaining employment depends more and 
more on one’s professional capabilities.   
Instructional and educational systems must not 
neglect human or technological formation, 
which are necessary for gainfully fulfilling one’s 
responsibilities. 
   Young people should be taught to act upon 
their own initiative, to accept the 
responsibility of facing with adequate 
competencies the risks connected with a fluid 
economic context that is often unpredictable in 
the way it evolves.  – 289, 290 Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church 

 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 

 
Faced with rapid technological and economic 
progress, and with the equally rapid 
transformation of the processes of production 
and consumption, a great deal of educational 
and cultural work is urgently needed.  
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, 376, 401 

provinces, and experts in order to find long-term solutions to ensure the survival of our press and of all broadcasters (general interest and specialized television and radio) 
– transfer from the federal government to Quebec the regulation of all telecommunications and broadcasting within Quebec, so that the development of Quebecois 
communications corresponds to the province’s needs and ways of doing things 
– to support online culture, a review by the provincial cultural community of the copyright rules of the Copyright Commission for access to online music in order to find ways to 
ensure fair remuneration for artists 
– introduction of a bill causing the Canadian government to recognize the existence of a Quebec culture and promote it on platforms such as Apple Music, Spotify or Netflix in order 
to give more space to Quebecois creators in their algorithms 
– in response to increasing film production costs, an increase for Telefilm Canada’s budget to support enhancement of Quebec cultural productions, and authority for the Conseil 
des arts to have the means to better support Quebec creators 
– an increase in Telefilm Canada’s budget to $300 million per year, to allow the creation of heavy online series comparable to what is done in many countries, and advocates 
– exemption of book purchases from federal GST, to match Quebec provincial practice, and reduced postal rates for book delivery through Canada Post, as is currently provided for 
periodicals 
– support for any initiative aimed at creating Quebec national sports teams, so that Quebec and its athletes participate in international sports competitions under the colors of 
Quebec 
– to protect the rights of Acadians and francophones outside Quebec, supporting the creation of a French-speaking university in Ontario 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 

Role and development of the family 
 
The party states that: 
– parents are the best and primary caregivers for their own children, and that taxpayer-funded childcare is no substitute 
– marriage means exclusively the union of one man and one woman, and is the most basic of human relationships and the foundational building block of society 
– the marriage commitment between a husband and a wife provides the most stable environment for the raising of children 
– children do best in homes having both a mother and a father 
– public education should not include harmful ideologies such as gender fluidity, links between CO2 and climate change, economic socialism, etc. 
 
The party advocates: 
– restoring the legal definition of marriage as between one man and one woman and rescinding government support for “same-sex marriage” 
– focusing public education on essential career skills such as math, science, literature and history 
– strengthening the family unit, reducing divorce and the necessity of one couple maintaining two homes 
– restraining state interference in family matters except in cases of obvious and provable child abuse 
– restraint of state interference in religious, medical, and moral issues, which are matters of parental jurisdiction 
– making stay-at-home parenting more affordable 
 
Health Care 
The party states that: 
– Canada’s healthcare system is good but can be improved 
– more emphasis should be placed on preventive care and alternative medicine 
– Big Pharma must not maintain its monopoly on treatment protocols and access to drugs 
The party advocates: 
– shortening waiting lists for urgent treatments by credentialing more qualified doctors and defunding elective procedures such as abortion, euthanasia, and “gender reassignment” 
surgery 
– improving design of new hospitals to incorporate modern design features to limit the spread of infectious disease 
 
Support for the Elderly 
The party states that the Canada Pension Plan is inadequate for meeting the needs of Canada’s seniors, even when combined with the Old Age pension. 
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Certain economically prosperous countries 
tend to be proposed as cultural models for less 
developed countries; instead, each of those 
countries should be helped to grow in its own 
distinct way and to develop its capacity for 
innovation while respecting the values of its 
proper culture. A shallow and pathetic desire 
to imitate others leads to copying and 
consuming in place of creating, and fosters 
low national self-esteem. 
 
We forget that “there is no worse form of 
alienation than to feel uprooted, belonging to 
no one. A land will be fruitful, and its people 
bear fruit and give birth to the future, only to 
the extent that it can foster a sense of 
belonging among its members, create bonds 
of integration between generations 
and different communities, and avoid all that 
makes us insensitive to others and leads to 
further alienation.”  – Fratelli tutti, –51-53 
 

 
The party advocates introduction of a new Personal Income Security Account, in addition to OAS, to give Canadians control over their own employment pension funds, with 
contributions to be made by both the employer and employee to each employee’s individual account as is now done for the CPP. 
 
Education & Young Workers 
The party acknowledges that public education is a provincial responsibility, but calls for federal protection of children from harmful ideologies such as gender fluidity, links between 
CO2 and climate change, economic socialism, etc. 
 
The party advocates: 
– focusing public education on essential career skills such as math, science, literature and history 
– parental rights to know what children are being taught in school 
– restraining state teaching of things that are contrary to the beliefs of their parents 
 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on culture, arts, or tourism. 

 

 
 
Role and development of the family 
The party believes that the family unit is essential to the well-being of individuals and society, because that is where a child learns values and develops a sense of responsibility. 
 
The party confirms: 
– the right and duty of parents to raise their own children responsibly according to their own conscience and beliefs 
– that no person, government or agency has the right to interfere with the duty of parents to raise children except through due process of law 
– the need to address declining Canadian birth rates by reducing barriers to growth of families 
 
The party advocates: 
– in case of marital breakdown, the Divorce Act should grant joint custody and/or shared parenting, unless clearly not in the best interests of the child 
– all parents and grandparents should be allowed to maintain relationships with children unless not in the best interests of the child 
– providing a tax credit to ensure that EI maternity and parental benefits, and Quebec Parental Insurance benefits, are tax-free 
– a universal child care tax benefit which provides an equal level of assistance regardless of residence, work schedule, or choice of child care format 
– to encourage adoptions, a 15-week EI adoption leave modeled on maternity leave, and increasing the Adoption Expense Tax Credit to $20,000 
– a $1000 Children’s Fitness Tax Credit, to help cover expenses for children’s sports and fitness programs 
– a $500 Children’s Arts & Learning Tax Credit 
– increasing penalties for sexual crimes against children 
– to support parents grieving loss of a child, extend EI parental leave to eight weeks following loss of an infant 
 
Health Care 
The party states that: 
– all Canadians should have reasonable access to timely, quality health care services, regardless of ability to pay 
– provinces and territories should be able to include balanced public and private health care options 
– the party promotes wellness and disease-prevention programs as a part of health care 
– the 20-year patent term achieves a workable balance between encouraging development of new drugs and assuring they are available at affordable prices 
 
The party advocates: 
– government support for research that reduces waiting times for care, improves the quality of care, and ensures better sharing of information in the delivery of health care 
services 
– investing $1.5 billion in MRI and CT scanners, to reduce imaging wait times 
– to guarantee quality health and social programs, maintain and increase funding to the Canada Health and Social Transfers according to current formulas 
– working closely with provinces, territories and others to implement a strategy to encourage more orphan drugs to be developed and brought to Canada, to improve early 
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detection of and care for rare diseases, and promote research 
– developing a national autism strategy, starting with a $50 million investment over 5 years 
– requiring tobacco companies to pay for anti-tobacco campaigns 
 
Support for the Elderly 
The party advocates: 
– opposition to mandatory retirement at 65 
– to put more money in the pockets of seniors, expanding the Age Credit by $1000 
– mandating that all federally-regulated companies report on the solvency of their pension funds 
– in order to improve fund solvency, allow underfunded pension funds to be transferred to other plans 
– restriction of bonuses for executives of companies in bankruptcy 
– enabling seniors to remain in home, with appropriate care, through tax incentives for care-givers who look after the elderly or disabled in the home 
– tough measures to deter elder abuse 
– working with provinces to identify seniors who qualify for but have not received benefits, and retroactive entitlement 
 
Education & Young Workers 
The party states that it believes in greater accessibility to education by eliminating as many barriers to post-secondary education as possible. 
 
The party advocates: 
– educational transfer payments to provinces based on numbers of enrolled students 
– increasing the government’s contribution for the Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) from 20 to 30 percent, up to $2500 per year 
– providing tax incentives and relief for student loans 
 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 
The party believes that: 
– our culture is what binds Canadians together; that our shared identity stems from the stories we tell through music, television, art, and other media 
– cultural industries are a huge economic driver, creating over 765,000 jobs in our economy 
– Canada’s multicultural society is a valued reality, while all Canadians should adopt common Canadian values such as equality, democracy, and the rule of law 
 
The party advocates: 
– to ensure that government programs support the culture sector, working in a consultative way with the arts, music, film, and other industries to understand how the government 
can adapt, including programs for talented but struggling artists in a digitized economy 
– maintaining light stations, their personnel and aids to navigation as important contributions to Canadian sovereignty and culture, and for public safety, including particularly 
kayakers and recreational boaters 
– to encourage Canadians to celebrate our shared heritage, removing admissions fees from national museums 
– designating the RCMP Heritage Centre in Saskatchewan as a national museum 
– extending the Communities through Arts and Heritage Program for three years, to celebrate local talent and community histories 
– prioritizing the commemoration of nation builders, from Thayendanegea, Brock, Secord, McDonald, Cartier, and Riel 
– designating the gravesites of former Prime Ministers and Governors General as national historic sites 
– supporting and increasing participation in local and top-tier international sporting events. 
 
Official languages 
The party advocates: 
– promoting official bilingualism by partnering with official language minority communities and groups 
– requiring all federal departments to establish plans and targets to improve their services in both official languages & requiring continual five-year action plans for official 
languages 
– establishing an Official Languages tribunal to resolve violations of official language rights 
– support establishment of a francophone university in Toronto by honoring the understanding signed by the Ontario and federal governments and looking at federal real estate in 
Toronto for use by the university 
 
CBC & Film 
The party advocates: 
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– emphasizing the role of CBC as public broadcaster 
– balanced content 
– disciplined budgets 
– strengthening of the film production industry, to make it thriving and self-sustaining 
 

 
Role and development of the family 
The party states that: 
- it is committed to nurturing families and communities through integrated policies that focus on the welfare of the child, starting with prenatal nutrition all the way to affordable 
housing and accessible post-secondary education. 
- it believes Canada must stop designing communities around the car and start designing them around families and children 
 
Early Learning & Childcare 
The party believes that early learning and child care are fundamental to meeting broader equity and social justice goals, for fighting poverty, and for establishing a green economy. 
 
The party advocates: 
– as a key to establishing equality in the workplace for women, providing universal child care 
– collaborating with provinces/territories, local communities, Indigenous communities and the child-care sector to ensure that a comprehensive short-, medium- and long-term 
plan for child care is available, based on the principles of universality, affordability, quality, inclusivity and equity 
– dedicating additional resources to make universal, affordable, early learning and child-care (ELCC) a reality. 
 
Health Care 
The party notes that although the provinces have jurisdiction over health care delivery, the Canada Health Act sets the terms by which this happens. It provides universal primary 
health care to all Canadians, and ensures that this care is comparable across the country. 
 
The party advocates: 
– in accordance with the principles of the Canada Health Act, extending care to further aspects of health care 
– addressing challenges faced by defined populations like First Nations people on reserve and Inuit, members of the Canadian Forces, veterans, incarcerated persons and certain 
refugee claimants 
– implementing recommendations of the Parliamentary Committee on Health to include prescription drugs 
– to address health issue arising from climate change, restoring the federal/provincial Health Accord, basing health transfers on demographics and real health care needs in each 
province, replacing the current formula based on GDP growth 
– implementing free pharmacare and dental care for all Canadians 
– improving health care for Indigenous People by implementing recommendations 18-24 of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission 
– enabling Indigenous organizations to rebuild traditional knowledge systems for healing and wellness 
 
Support for the Elderly 
The party notes that seniors make up a growing proportion of Canada’s total population, and believes that it is an essential term of the social contract between government and 
citizens is to make sure people can live fulfilling and dignified lives in their senior years 
 
The party advocates: 
- to help seniors lead fulfilling and dignified lives, commitments to a Guaranteed Livable Income, Pharmacare, public transportation, home retrofits and affordable housing 
- increasing the target rate of the Canada Pension Plan’s income replacement rate from 25 to 50 percent of income received during working years 
- requiring disinvestment by the CPP investment board from coal, oil, and gas share, and investment in ethical and sustainable enterprises 
- promoting home-sharing plans to allow seniors to stay in their homes longer 
- protecting private pensions by giving pensions priority in bankruptcy proceedings 
- developing and funding a national dementia strategy 
- amending the Medical Assistance in Dying (MAD) legislation to ensure that everyone has the choice of dying with dignity, including allowing advance directives and guaranteeing 
the right to draw up a “living will” that gives individuals the power to limit or refuse medical intervention and treatment 
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Education & Young Workers 
The party advocates: 
- to facilitate the shift to new jobs, leveraging public procurement to maximize opportunities for social hiring and procurement, including Indigenous, youth, and demand-driven 
skills development programs 
- enhancing the federal Youth Employment and Skills Strategy by creating a Community and Environment Service Corps, by providing $1 billion annually to municipalities to hire 
Canadian youth 
- eliminating post-secondary education tuition to help workers train for new employment 
- federal investment of $10 billion in post-secondary and trade-school supports, to combat rising tuition costs and declining quality of education 
- making university and college tuition free for all Canadians, by redirecting current bursaries, tax credits, and administration costs for student loans and defaults 
- tying federal-provincial transfers to universities, using metrics indicating access of students to professors, mentorship, inclusion, and tenure-track hiring 
 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 
The party states that a vibrant, diverse media sector is a prerequisite for a healthy democracy, and that corporate ownership is stifling creativity. 
 
The party advocates: 
- Increasing funding to all of Canada’s arts and culture organizations 
- reviewing tax incentives for film production to ensure all parts of Canada are competitive and attractive to the industry, with incentives for employing Canadian artistic and 
technical talent 
- a federal income tax credit for private involvement in preserving Canada’s heritage 
- reforming anti-trust laws to break up media conglomerates 
- closing loopholes that exempt social media platforms from collecting taxes on advertising 
- increasing funding to CBC and Radio Canada by $315 million per year 
- reforming the governance structure of CBC/Radio Canada to remove the potential for political interference in board appointments 
 
Official languages 
The party advocates: 
- in the first year of the next parliament, promoting and implementing a modernized Official Languages Act to protect both national languages. 
- ensuring funding for the protection of Indigenous languages at risk of disappearing, across Canada. 
 

 
 
Role and development of the family 
The party states that: 
– increased maternal workforce participation is good for economic growth and increases domestic product per capita, as well as individual family income 
– accessible and affordable child care helps create jobs and spurs economic growth 
 
The party advocates: 
– $10 a day child care to make life affordable for families 
– laying the foundation for a Canada-wide early learning and childcare system, in order to correct economic losses to women caused by the COVID recession 
– allocating $625 million to ensure that a safe and sufficient level of child care is available to support the gradual return to work of parents 
– allocating a further $20 million to establish a Federal Secretariat on Early Learning and Child Care 
– allocating a further $70 million to sustain the existing federal Indigenous Early Learning and Child Care Secretariat, to support Indigenous participation in development of a 
Canada-wide child care system 
– providing a further $870 million per year for enhance fee subsidies for child care 
– providing a further $420 billion in one year to train early childhood educators 
– investing a further $75 million to improve quality of Indigenous child care programs through delivery of quality, culturally-relevant care 
– providing $1200 per year for each child under the age of six for families with incomes under $120000 per year families receiving Canada Child Benefits an additional $300 per child 
 
Health Care 
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COVID Recovery 
The party advocates: 
– mandatory vaccines on planes, trains, and in the federal public service 
– support for proof-of-vaccination credentials 
– safer indoor spaces, like schools and businesses, with better ventilation 
– free vaccine boosters, for everyone 
 
The party reports that: 
– of the $322 billion spent by the federal government to fight the pandemic by December 2020, $59 billion was used to support critical health care systems, purchase personal 
protective equipment, and support critical research and vaccine development 
– as of December 2020, it has secured the largest number and greatest variety of vaccine doses, per capita, of any country 
Of the $322 billion spent by December 2020: 
– $284.2 million was spent to improve capacity for shipping, storing, and distributing vaccines 
– $4.3 billion was spent for testing and contact tracing 
– $1.2 billion was spent for helping provinces and territories prepare health care system & supporting those with mental health and addition challenges 
– $4.5 billion was spent for personal protection equipment for the federal government 
– $3 billion was spent to provide income for workers unable to work due to COVID -19 
– $2 billion was spent to support municipalities 
– $4.5 billion was made available for optional fund-matching for critical transit support 
– it required all incoming international travellers to quarantine upon arrival, and provided $322 million in 2020-21 to provide quarantine facilities at Canada’s four largest airports 
– it provided a further $100 million in 2020-21 to support safe voluntary isolation in municipalities across Canada, for those who cannot safely isolate at home 
 
Health Care 
The party advocates: 
– support to hire 7,500 doctors and nurses 
– better long-term care 
– working to hire 50,000 personal support workers (PSWs) and raising their wages to $25 an hour 
– publicly accessible mental health care 
– action to address the opioid crisis and make it easier for people with problematic substance use to access treatment 
– 10 days of paid sick leave for federally regulated workers 
– protecting your sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
 
Pharmacare 
The party advocates: 
– investing at least $170 million in governmental capacity to manufacture vaccines, by establishing a new bio-manufacturing facility at the National Research Council Therapeutics 
Centre in Montreal 
– investing up to $792 million in private bio-manufacturing capacity through the Strategic Innovation Fund 
– exploring ways to promote long-term sustainable growth in the bio-manufacturing sector, through the National Research Council and Strategic Innovation fund 
– establishing new Canadian Drug Agency to negotiate drug prices on behalf of all Canadians 
– developing a national strategy for high-cost drugs for rare diseases, with funding of $500 per year, beginning in 2022-23 
 
Support for the Elderly 
The party reports that: 
– from April to July 2020 it deployed members of the Canadian Armed Forces to support 54 long-term care facilities affected by the pandemic in Ontario and Quebec 
– has committed to providing more than $50 million for support of long-term care facilities, including pay raises for home workers and training for additional workers 
– it provided Old Age Security top-ups of $300 to seniors, as support during the pandemic 
– it provided top-ups of $200 to recipients of Old Age Security payments, to defray costs of staying home and staying safe 
 
The party advocates: 
– working with provinces and territories to establish national long-term care standards, including improved conditions for support workers and improve retention 
 
Students & Young Workers 
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The party reports that: 
– under its leadership the federal government has provided as much as $2 billion to provinces and territories to support a safe return to class and to protect students and staff 
– younger workers were the hardest-hit age group as a result of the pandemic, with a drop to historic lows in youth employment 
– to support post-secondary students who were unable to obtain summer employment during the summer of 2020, the government provided $2.94 billion in income support 
– in addition, the government provided $228 million to graduate and post-doctoral students to support extended research scholarships 
 
The party advocates: 
– to prevent the pandemic from derailing future opportunities for young workers, doubling student summer grant programs and providing funding for new opportunities 
– increasing federal summer jobs placements by 40,000 to 120,000 by providing $447.5 million in new investments for 2020-21 
– investing an additional $575 million over two years in youth employment and skills training, to providing approximately 45,300 job placements 
– eliminating $329.4 million in federal interest on student and apprentice loans for 2021-22 
 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 
The party reports that: 
– for some businesses, such as tourism and hospitality businesses affected by the pandemic, it is working with private lenders to offer loans on reduced terms 
– it has allocated $181.5 million in 2021-2033 to the Department of Canadian Heritage and the Canada Council for the Arts, for their funding programs 
– to support local radio and television broadcasters, it advocates waiving of $50 million in 2020-21 licensing fees 
 

 
Role and development of the family 
The party hopes to build a future where families feel more secure and more hopeful in their lives. 
The party advocates: 
– legislation to allow 30-year mortgages to reduce monthly payments and allow more families to buy homes 
– doubling the home-buyer’s tax credit to $1500 
 
Child Care 
The party believes that every parent should be able to access quality child care when needed, with a licensed provider who earns a fair wage. 
The patty advocates: 
– working with other levels of government, Indigenous communities, families, and child care workers to ensure that care is inclusive and responsive to the needs of all Canada’s 
children 
– investing $1 billion dollars in the first year, and more than that annually, along with provinces and territories 
 
Health Care 
The party states that: 
– in many parts of Canada services vital to the safety and health of families are under threat due to funding cutes and privatization 
– millions of families cannot afford to take the medications they need because they have no employer-provided drug coverage, and that the number of such cases is growing. 
– Canadians pay the third-highest prices for prescription drugs in the world. 
The party advocates: 
– investing $10 billion per year to include quality prescription drug coverage for everyone as a part of universal public health care 
– fighting for public healthcare and standing up to privatization that costs Canadians money and undermines the public healthcare system 
 
Support for the Elderly 
The party states that: 
– every senior must have access to the care they need, and support for remaining in their own homes 
– family caregivers deserve more support for their loved ones 
– there are differing levels of care across the provinces and territories 
- ongoing staffing shortages reduce the quality of care and expose care workers to workplace violence 
 
The party advocates: 
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– establishing a national seniors strategy to work with local and provincial governments to prioritize seniors health care, reduce isolation, and address poverty in seniors 
– including in the national seniors strategy a funded national dementia strategy and an abuse prevention plan 
– ensuring that additional units of accessible and affordable housing are created, and supporting innovative housing solutions including inter-generational co-housing 
– national standards for home care and long-term care, incorporated in the Canada Health Act 
-as a part of a national home care and long-term care standards, a legally-protected right to access a consistent quality of care, including a “basket” of home care services to be 
covered by provincial insurance plans 
 
Education & Young Workers 
The party believes that: 
– education is the greatest gift we can give our children, and can create many opportunities; and that access to it should depend academic ability and drive, and not on how much 
money one has 
– that sky-rocketing tuition is denying too many people access to post-secondary education 
– the rampant use of unpaid internships exposes young workers to abuse 
 
The party advocates: 
– working with provinces and territories to cap and reduce tuition fees 
– making post-secondary education a part of the public education system, so that kids can go from kindergarten to a career without the barrier of cost 
– moving away from loans and significantly increasing non-repayable Canada student grants 
– immediately banning unpaid internships outside of education programs 
 
Culture, Arts & Tourism 
The party believes that arts and culture are at the heart of the Canadian identity, and importance in our understanding of one another. 
 
The party reports that the film and television industry employs almost 180,000 people and provides $9 billion to the Canadian economy. 
 
The party advocates: 
– taxing internet media companies, in order to provide a level playing field for Canadian content providers 
– supporting use of Canadian content and both official languages on the internet 
– increased funding for CBC and Radio-Canada 
– stable, long-term funding for arts and cultural institutions, to grow and promote Canada’s diverse cultures and histories 
– support for Canadian media to assist them in making the digital transition 
– financial support for Indigenous theatre at the National Arts Centre 
– implementing income averaging in taxation of artists and cultural workers 
– enhancing the Action Plan for Official Languages to improve access to services in the language of choice 
– working with provinces to improve minority language education and to attract more French-speaking immigrants to communities across the country 
– modernizing the Official Languages Act to strengthen oversight and accountability, expand the scope of language rights, and ensure that minority language communities are 
consulted regarding decisions that impact them 
 

 
The party has published no statement concerning its positions on: 
– The Role of the Family 
– Education & Young Workers 
 
Health Care 
 
COVID pandemic 
The party notes that: 
– Section 1 of Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms states that reasonable limits to our rights and freedoms can only be imposed f it has been demonstrated that they are 
justified in a free and democratic society 
– no such demonstration has not been made for COVID restrictions, most of which are arguably unconstitutional 



    

Compiled by Catholic Conscience from official publications of the registered parties available as 
of September 2, 2021.  This document provides only a snapshot of party policies – please check 

official party websites for a complete and up-to-date picture.  Please vote. 

– no such demonstration has been made for COVID restrictions, including mask and vaccination requirements, most of which are arguably unconstitutional 
– although most of the measures in response to the COVID pandemic have been implemented by provincial governments, Ottawa has an important coordinating role to play at the 
national level and can influence provincial policies.  Ottawa encouraged and supported lockdown policies through the transfer of tens of billions of dollars in financial aid to 
provinces and territories 
 
The party advocates: 
– promoting a rational and scientifically based approach to the pandemic that focuses on the protection of the most vulnerable, guarantees the freedom of Canadians to make 
decisions based on informed consent, and rejects coercion and discrimination 
– replacement of Chief Public Health Officer of Canada Theresa Tam  with someone who will work with provincial agencies to implement a rational approach to the pandemic, 
instead of following the recommendations of the World Health Organization 
– repealing vaccine mandates and regular testing for federal civil servants and workers in federally regulated industries 
– repealing vaccine passports for travellers 
– oppose vaccine mandates, vaccine passports, and other authoritarian measures imposed by provincial governments, and supporting individuals and groups that challenge such 
measures in court 
– supporting emergency provincial measures to protect the most vulnerable, but stopping bail-out of provinces that impose economically destructive lockdowns 
– supporting medical research and development of therapies to treat COVID-19 and other viral diseases 
 
General Health Care 
The party states that: 
– Canada’s public health care system has the worst wait times of any developed country 
– Health care costs have been increasing at an unsustainable rate, increasing financial pressures on the budgets of provincial governments 
– the situation is likely to get worse with Canada’s aging population 
– as seen during the COVID pandemic, the Canadian health care system is too rigid and bureaucratized to quickly adapt to a crisis situation 
– although health care is an exclusive provincial jurisdiction, the federal government has insisted that the provinces satisfy a series of conditions set in the Canada Health Act in 
exchange for transfer payments, which are not tied to health care expenses but simply added to the provinces’ general funds 
– these conditions discourage innovation and cause bickering between the federal and provincial governments 
– federal health care transfers to the provinces have more than doubled since 2006, from $20 billion to $43 billion in 2021-22 
– Canada is the only developed country where the government has a monopoly on medically required care. All other OECD countries have mixed private-public systems and (with 
the exception of the United States) universal systems that guarantee citizens equal access to treatment 
– wait times are shorter in mixed-care systems, and nobody is denied care because of low income 
 
The party advocates: 
– replacing the Canada Health Transfer cash payments with a permanent transfer of tax points of equivalent value to the provinces and territories, to give them a stable source of 
revenue 
– establishing a temporary program to compensate poorer provinces whose revenues from the tax will be lower than the transfer payments they used to receive 
– creating conditions for provincial and territorial governments to innovate, and making them fully responsible for health care funding and management 
 
Culture, Arts, & Tourism 
The party states that: 
– a nation must be based on a sense of belonging, of participating in a common national project, and sharing the same values, and that only when such sentiments are widely 
shared can the trust and common understanding necessary for a society and institutions to function 
– a type of multiculturalism encouraged in the past, in which immigrants who came to Canada were gradually integrated into society, keeping some aspects of the culture of their 
country of origin – becoming Canadian, but with a distinct flavour. This type of multiculturalism enriches our society 
– the current stated policy of official multiculturalism encourages immigrants to keep the values and culture they left behind instead of integrating into Canadian society and 
adopting Canadian values and culture 
– the current prime minister has described Canada as the first post-national state, with no core identity 
– in a free society, immigrants have the right to cherish and maintain their cultural heritage; however, that does not impose an obligation on the new country to help them preserve 
it, with government programs and taxpayers’ money 
– with two official languages, a multiethnic population including many Indigenous peoples and very different regional cultures, Canada is already diverse 
– distinct Canadian values are those of a contemporary Western civilization, including democracy; individual rights and freedoms, including freedom of religious belief and freedom 
to criticize religion; equality between men and women; the equal treatment of all citizens regardless of ethnicity, religion, or sexual orientation; the rule of law; separation of state 
and religion; tolerance and pluralism; and loyalty to the wider society instead of to one’s clan or tribe 
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The party advocates: 
– in order to keep our country united and ensure social cohesion, focusing on what unites us as Canadians, not what divides us 
– repealing the Multiculturalism Act and eliminating all funding to promote multiculturalism, emphasizing instead the integration of immigrants into Canadian society 
– substantially lowering the total number of immigrants and refugees Canada accepts every year, from 350,000 to between 100,000and 150,000 (see Immigration policy) 
– ensuring that every candidate for immigration undergoes a face-to-face interview and answers a series of specific questions to assess the extent to which they align with Canadian 
values and societal norms (see Immigration policy) 
 

 

Points to Ponder: Family, Community & the Common Good 
 
Consider discussing the following questions with your local candidates, elected officials, and the parties, and with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
Families & Child Well-Being 
 
–  When, if ever, is it appropriate for governments to place limits on the right of parents to make decisions pertaining to the care or education of their children? 
–   To what extent is child poverty a problem in Canada?  To the extent it is a problem, what, should be done about it, and by whom?  By federal or provincial governments, by individuals, or by private, non-profit, or community 
organizations, including the Church and lay Catholic organizations? 
– Some political parties have suggested that full participation by all eligible work force members, including both parents of two-parent couples and single parents, is critical in order to maximize return from the national economy, so 
that economic well-being can be optimized, and that in order to maximize those returns and ensure full economic participation, it is critical to ensure that affordable child care is accessible by all families 
–  Which is more important for children, a stable and dignified home with two loving parents, or maximized national economic returns? 
 
Health Care 
 
–  What can or should be done, by federal or provincial governments or by private, non-profit, or community organizations, including the Church and lay Catholic organizations, to ensure that quality health care is available to all who 
need it, without undue delays or waiting times? 
–  While birth control pills are covered by provincial health care, the costs of counselling for natural family planning are not, and can be a challenge for young families.  Is it reasonable to provide free drugs to young couples while 
requiring those who seek natural, non-chemical methods, to pay, or should the federal government consider requiring coverage for proven natural family planning methods? 
–  In a publicly-funded healthcare system, does there exist any obligation for an individual to take reasonable measures to avoid health issues (e.g., wearing a mask in a pandemic, when recommended by public health authorities), 
so as to avoid becoming a publicly-funded health care burden when preventable illness or injury occurs?  If so, what can or should be done to encourage such measures? 
– It is it wise for a country to ensure that it is self-dependent for important health care products, such as vaccines?  If so, what can or should the federal government do to encourage and support self-dependence? 
 
Care for the Elderly 
–  Some parties are calling for increased space in publicly-funded facilities for the elderly and long-term care patients.  Should any other solutions, such as nurturing a culture of life-long intergenerational family cohesiveness and 
support, including home caregivers, be considered also, in addition or as alternatives to long-term residential care? 
– Who should be responsible for long-term support for the elderly?  Themselves?  Their families?  The federal or provincial governments?  Charitable institutions?  Some combination of these? To what extent? 
 
Education 
 
–  It has been suggested that too many Canadians fail to understand democratic principles, such as the responsibilities of federal, provincial, and local governments, and the proper roles of non-governmental institutions such as 
charities, schools, businesses, news media, and moral and religious organizations.  What, if anything, can or should the federal government do in order to promote a more comprehensive understanding of civics in Canada? 
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An Economy to Serve People 
The Dignity of Work  |  Poverty of Creation  |  Labour Unions, Employment  |  Industries & Corporations 

 

Catholic Teaching 
 
The Dignity & Importance of Work 
 
The use of one’s gifts to seek and serve God 
necessarily includes work, by which humans 
cooperate with God in God’s continuing act of 
creation.  Work has a place of honour because 
it is a source of the conditions for a decent 
life, and is, in principle, an effective instrument 
against poverty.  But one must not succumb to 
the temptation of making an idol of work, for 
the ultimate and definitive meaning of life is 
not to be found in work.  Work is essential, but 
it is God — and not work — who is the origin of 
life and the final goal of man. 
  The underlying principle of wisdom is the 
fear of the Lord.  The demand of justice, which 
stems from it, precedes concerns for profit: 
“Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than 
great treasure and trouble with it” (Pr 15:16). 
“Better is a little with righteousness than 
great revenues with injustice”  (Pr 16:8). – 
257, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 
Work is not only an essential part of life, 
but when we work in accordance with our 
inner passions – our individual vocations – it is 
a joy.  And it is also an obligation to 
one’s family, neighbors, and nation.  Man 
must work, both because the Creator has 
commanded it and in order to respond to the 
need to maintain and develop his own 
humanity. We are heirs of the work of 
generations and at the same time shapers of 
the future of all who will live after us. – 
274, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
But work, and particularly dignified work, is not 
readily available for all who seek it.  Those 
who are unemployed or underemployed 
suffer the profound negative 
consequences that such a situation creates in a 
personality and they run the risk of being 
marginalized within society, of becoming 

 
 

The Dignity of Work 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on the dignity of work or the reduction of poverty. 
 
An Economy to Serve People 
The Bloc states that: 
– the future of Quebec depends on green economic development that creates wealth throughout Quebec. The race for innovation implied by the Bloc Québécois’s green 
equalization program necessarily implies positive spin-offs for research in all sectors in Quebec, including sectors more associated with regions such as forestry and oceanography, 
– it is determined to make real and substantial gains for our families, for our seniors, for our economy, for sustainable development and for our regions. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– tax justice, the development of innovative industries and a green shift that creates wealth throughout Quebec. 
– economic Québécois nationalism, protecting and promoting what enriches and sets Quebec apart 
– an economy on a human scale serving the people of Quebec 
– the role of Quebec as a bridge between Europe and America in terms of trade and economic development 
– a fair distribution for Quebec of federal government research activities. 
 
Jobs & dignity in employment 
The Bloc states that Quebec is grappling with a labor shortage. The Bloc will tackle this brake on economic development on a number of fronts.   
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– regional-specific immigration policies and controls, and facilitating integration of newcomers into local culture 
– a tax credit for recent graduates and immigrants who accept employment in Quebec 
– a tax credit to employers for training and keeping people 65 years of age and over who so desire, in addition to an increase in wage income that can be earned by seniors without 
a guaranteed income supplement penalty; 
– facilitating incentives for hiring and employment of Aboriginals 
– supporting the efforts of the Quebec government to make permanent residence conditional on accepting employment in Quebec 
– streamlining the process and hiring staff to eliminate long delays in processing files in the Temporary Foreign Worker Program. 
– decentralization of the civil service apparatus, while the city of Ottawa has 50% more civil servants than Quebec as a whole. 
 
Industries 
The Bloc advocates supporting flagship Quebecois industries and its economy by: 
– working on the implementation of an aeronautics strategy; 
– demanding from Ottawa a more active use of the Investment Canada Act to more strictly assess transactions involving the sale of Quebec flagships, avoid takeovers and, in the 
worst case, impose conditions to maintain expertise and jobs in Quebec; 
– entering into negotiations with Quebec to amend the Business Corporations Act to better protect businesses against takeovers; 
– termination of the pan-Canadian securities commission project 
– encouraging succession in small & medium enterprises by putting an end to tax rules that prevent the transfer of businesses to the next generation 
– negotiating an agreement with SNC-Lavalin, in order to protect 3,500 jobs in Quebec and world-renowned expertise. 
 
Innovation 
The Bloc advocates: 
– support measures for technology start-ups, including investments in risk-sharing research and development; setting up a patent capital fund to allow entrepreneurs to develop 
their business with us rather than selling their patent 
– the creation of an investment fund for high-tech sectors such as multimedia and video games, green technologies, advanced transport, new materials, aerospace and 
pharmaceuticals 
– transfer of the management of sums for university research to Quebec research funding organizations 
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victims of social exclusion… –289, Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church 

 
Poverty Reduction 

 
The poor, the marginalized and in all cases 
those whose living conditions interfere with 
their proper growth should be the focus of 
particular concern. To this end, the 
preferential option for the poor should be 
reaffirmed in all its force…   Today, this love of 
preference for the poor, and the decisions 
which it inspires in us, cannot but embrace the 
immense multitudes of the hungry, the needy, 
the homeless, those without health care and, 
above all, those without hope of a better 
future.” – 182, Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 
Catholics are called to remember Jesus’ own 
words: What we do to the least among us, we 
do to Him.  – Matthew 25:31-46 
 
“Helping the poor financially must always be a 
provisional solution in the face of pressing 
needs.  The broader objective should always 
be to allow them a dignified life through 
work”.  – Pope Francis, Laudato si’, 128 

 
An Economy to Serve People 

 
I encourage financial experts and political 

leaders to ponder the words of one of the sages 
of antiquity: ‘Not to share one’s wealth with 

the poor is to steal from them and to take away 
their livelihood. It is not our own goods which 
we hold, but theirs…’  Money must serve, not 
rule!  –Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel, 57-58 

 
The development of economic activity and 
growth in production are meant to provide for 
the needs of human beings. Economic life is 
not meant solely to multiply goods produced 
and increase profit or power; it is ordered first 
of all to the service of persons, of the whole 
man, and of the entire human community.  For 
many people, a living wage and dignified 
housing are beyond reach. – 2426, Catechism 
of the Catholic Church 
 
The planning capacity of a society oriented 
towards the common good and looking to the 
future is measured… above all on the basis of 

– review of the ocean economy supercluster project, 100% concentrated in the Maritime provinces, while it should benefit Eastern Quebec, the Gaspé and the Côte-Nord. 
– a tax credit similar to the tax credit for investment in the Atlantic region of the North Shore. 
 
Agriculture 
The Bloc states that it is committed to the full protection of supply management, as supply management system is the basis for tens of thousands of jobs in Quebec and the 
prosperity of its farms and rural regions, avoids public subsidies. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– particularly in view of the state of trade agreements with Europe, introducing a bill to prevent any new breach in supply management in trade agreements 
– compensation for milk, egg, cheese, and poultry producers, in view of free trade agreements with Europe and the Pacific zone 
– a support program for pork producers undermined by the diplomatic conflict between the Canadian government and China 
– legislation to facilitate agricultural succession, among other things by modifying the rules governing the exemption of capital gains so that they no longer disadvantage the 
transfer of an agricultural business to family succession for the benefit of third parties 
– promoting local food and quality products from Quebec, in order to support local agricultural producers. 
 
Unions and workers’ rights 
The Bloc states that it is concerned about the practice of redirecting funds set aside for employment insurance for other purposes, particularly as EI now covers only 40% of the 
unemployed, and the conditions for qualifying for benefits particularly disadvantage women, young people and seasonal workers in our regions. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– enactment of anti-scab legislation 
– a complete review of the EI system, with a view to establishing better accessibility, an increase in the income benefit rate , abolition of the waiting period, a longer benefit period 
and the abolition of the Social Security Tribunal 
 
Transportation & infrastructure 
The Bloc states that Quebecers deserve to have the last word when it comes to projects that affect our environment and land use planning. It undertakes to refuse to allow Ottawa 
to impose pipelines, airports, cell towers, or other infrastructure without Quebec’s consent. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– re-introduction of a bill giving the government of Quebec the power to accept or decline any projects under federal jurisdiction which concern land use planning and 
Environmental protection 
– support for regional airports by enhancing the airport capital assistance program, lowering flight costs, establishing federal funding for aviation safety and ending what has 
become a tradition of divestment in services 
– to reduce inefficiencies introduced by federal control of infrastructure projects, transferring all infrastructure projects located in Quebec unconditionally and en bloc to the 
government of Quebec 
– prior to such transfer, requiring the federal government to rehabilitate all federal docks and small ports under its control, at its expense. 
 
Shipbuilding 
 
The Bloc states that 
– the deliberate exclusion of Quebec’s Davie shipyard in the Canadian shipbuilding strategy cost Quebec taxpayers tens of billions of dollar a thousand jobs 
– the recent contracts offered at the Lévis shipyard do not correct the past. 
 
The Bloc advocates demanding Quebec’s fair share, both for any contracts and for those already awarded, and for which the ships have not been delivered, including listing of the 
Davies worksite as the 3rd official partner in the National Shipbuilding Strategy. 
 
 Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
 
The party advocates: 
– a federal tax on profits repatriated by companies, especially banks, tax havens 
– a review of all tax agreements Canada has entered into with tax havens 
– a review of the means available to the Canada Revenue Agency to investigate the phenomenon of sheltering money in tax havens, as well as the legislative means to oblige large 
companies doing business in Canada to pay their fair share of taxes and tax 
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the employment prospects that it is able to 
offer.   Maintaining employment depends 
more and more on one’s professional 
capabilities.  Instructional and educational 
systems must not neglect human or 
technological formation, which are necessary 
for gainfully fulfilling one’s responsibilities. 
   Young people should be taught to act upon 
their own initiative, to accept the 
responsibility of facing with adequate 
competencies the risks connected with a fluid 
economic context that is often unpredictable in 
the way it evolves.  -271-290, Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church. 
 
Small businesses, trades, and crafts 
 
The decentralization of production, which 
assigns to smaller companies several tasks 
previously undertaken by larger production 
interests, gives vitality and new energy to the 
area of small and medium-sized businesses. In 
this way, alongside traditional artisans there 
emerge new businesses characterized by small 
production interests at work in modern 
production sectors or in decentralized activities 
of larger companies. 
 
Work in small and medium-sized businesses, 
the work of artisans and independent work 
can represent an occasion to make the actual 
work experience more human, both in terms 
of the possibility of establishing positive 
personal relationships in smaller-sized 
communities and in terms of the opportunities 
for greater initiative and industriousness. In 
these sectors, however, there are more than 
just a few cases of unjust treatment, of poorly 
paid and, above all, uncertain work. – 
315, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 
Industries, Innovation, & Agriculture 
 
Thanks to technological innovations, the 
world is being enriched with new 
professions while others are disappearing. In 
the present phase of transition there is a 
continuous movement of workers from the 
industrial sector to that of services…  In 
particular, there is an increase in…part-time, 
temporary and “non-traditional” 

– a review of the Canada Revenue Agency, which is investing huge sums of money to tighten the screws on servers that don’t report enough tips, but do absolutely nothing to 
prevent big companies from putting their money into any of the 25 tax havens authorized by the Canadian government 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 

The Dignity of Work 
The party states that work is a good thing; people are happiest when they are working and contributing to society. 
 
The party advocates: 
– equal pay for equal work 
– no mandated affirmative action; ie. no hiring quotas 
– protecting essential services from risk due to strikes or lockouts 
 
Poverty Reduction 
The party states: 
– Canadians must always be ready to care for the “deserving poor”—those in poverty through no fault of their own. 
– all those capable of working should be encouraged to do so; taxpayers ought not to be forced to carry the unnecessary burden of supporting those unwilling to work. 
 
An Economy to Serve People 
 
Industries, innovation & agriculture 
The party states that a nation that cannot feed itself cannot survive. 
 
The party advocates: 
– development of a national food strategy 
– making food production a high national priority 
– support of and encouragement for the institution of the Family Farm 
–  use of the Supply Management system for Canadian dairy, egg and poultry producers and the marketing boards which regulate the system 
– review of agricultural marketing boards on a case-by-case basis to ensure they are still meeting the needs of the producers they represent as well as Canadian consumers 
– where possible, provision for small, independent producers to serve niche markets without undermining the quota system. 
 
Unions and workers’ rights 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on unions and worker’s rights. 
 
Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
The party strongly opposes corporate welfare: the granting of federal funds to corporations, financial institutions and global cabals. 

 

 
 
An Economy to Serve People 
The party states that every Canadian deserves the security and dignity that comes with a secure, stable, well-paid job. 
 
The party advocates: 
– enacting a comprehensive jobs plan to get Canadians back to work across the country. 
– taking immediate action to help the hardest hit sectors, helping those – including women and young Canadians – who have suffered most. 
– Rebuilding “Main Street” by assisting small businesses and providing incentives to invest in, rebuild, and start new businesses 
– creating opportunity in all sectors of the economy and all parts of the country. 
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employment…  – 313, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church. 
 
Unions & Workers’ Rights 
 
The demands of competition, technological 
innovation and the complexities of financial 
fluxes must be brought into harmony with the 
defense of workers and their rights.  – 
313, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 
Any form of materialism or economic tenet 
that tries to reduce the worker to a mere 
instrument of production, a simple labour 
force with an exclusively material value, 
would hopelessly distort the essence of 
work and strip it of its most noble and basic 
human quality.  270-271, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
Among the rights of workers, the Church 
recognizes: 
– the right to a just wage; 
– the right to rest; 
– the right “to a working environment and to 
manufacturing processes which are not 
harmful to the workers’ physical health or to 
their moral integrity”; 
– the right that one’s personality in the 
workplace should be safeguarded “without 
suffering any affront to one’s conscience or 
personal dignity; 
– the right to appropriate subsidies that are 
necessary for the subsistence of unemployed 
workers and their families; 
– the right to a pension and to insurance for 
old age, sickness, and in case of work-related 
accidents; 
– the right to social security connected with 
maternity; 
– the right to assemble and form associations. 
– 301, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 
The Church recognizes the fundamental role 
played by labour unions… Such organizations, 
while pursuing their specific purpose with 
regard to the common good, are a positive 
influence for social order and solidarity, and 
are therefore an indispensable element of 
social life.  Work, because of its subjective or 

 
The Dignity of Work 
The party believes that: 
– it is the responsibility of government to create an economic climate in which the people can thrive and prosper 
– if you work hard you should be able to buy a home, save for retirement, and care for your children and your parents. 
 
Living wage & Wealth Inequality 
The party advocates: 
– over two tax years, reducing income tax rates for all Canadians, including a drop from 15% to 13.75% in the lowest bracket 
– to reduce costs for home heating, gas, groceries, and essentials, scrapping the carbon tax 
– eliminating GST for all home energy, including electricity, natural gas, heating oil, propane, wood pellets, and other sources for primary residences 
– re-introducing a tax credit for purchase of public transit passes 
– to promote home ownership, working with the Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions to make it easier to switch service providers when renewing home mortgages 
– extending the maximum amortization for home mortgages for first-time home buyers to 30 years 
– re-introducing a tax credit for purchase of public transit passes 
– rooting out money laundering and other corrupt activities that drive up real estate costs 
– making surplus federal real estate available, including a review of the 38000 buildings owned by the government 
– promoting a competition among municipalities to reduce red tape barring home construction 
– appointment of a minister for consulting Indigenous rights holders 
– to protect jobs and ensure projects are finished, use of Art. 92(10) of the constitution to assert federal jurisdiction as ‘for the general advantage of Canada” 
 
An Economy to Serve People 
The party advocates: 
– to generate opportunities and unite the country, creation of a coast-to-coast National Energy Corridor, including resumption of pipeline construction 
– barring foreign-funded groups’ use of approvals processes to block energy projects that are in the national interest 
 
Jobs & dignity in employment 
The party advocates: 
– to ensure Canadians the best advice, skills training, and employment assistance possible, establishing means to measure the success of federal expenditures spent by the 
government on training workers 
– matching employment backgrounds of temporary foreign workers to needs of companies 
– use of employment insurance (EI) contributions of companies and workers to provide recipient benefits only, and not for other government programs 
 
Small businesses, trades & crafts 
The party advocates: 
– a comprehensive review of the tax system, including SRED and other programs intended to encourage innovation, to ensure that the system promotes healthy and competitive 
industry within Canada 
– repealing recent tax increases applicable to small businesses 
– repeal new rules imposing significant tax burdens no dividends for partners of business owners, since contributions of spouses cannot be measured in terms of time and money 
– create an information package for business owners on the CRA website 
– reducing regulatory burden for businesses by 25 percent over four years, with targets for each minister and department, using a rule that for each new regulation two previous 
ones must be rescinded 
 
Industries & innovation 
The party advocates: 
– reviewing the tax code, reducing regulation, and improving immigration programs for skilled newcomers to ensure that innovation and manufacturing companies stay competitive 
and remain in Canada 
– reducing the regulatory burden on manufacturers by 25 percent 
– signing free trade agreements with Mercosur, ASEAN, and the UK 
– reviewing the Temporary Foreign Workers program to better align it with domestic needs 
– ensuring that intellectual property and free trade protections are at the heart of new trade agreements 
– seeking new markets to diversify foreign trade and reduce dependence on the US 
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personal character, is superior to every other 
factor connected with productivity; this 
principle applies, in particular, with regard to 
capital. 
 
The Church’s social doctrine teaches that 
relations within the world of work must be 
marked by cooperation: hatred and attempts 
to eliminate the other are completely 
unacceptable. This is also the case because in 
every social system both “labour” and 
“capital” represent indispensable components 
of the process of production. 
   No Christian, in light of the fact that he 
belongs to a united and fraternal community, 
should feel that he has the right not to work 
and to live at the expense of others (cf. 2 Thes 
3:6-12). Rather, all are charged… to make it a 
point of honour to work with their own hands, 
so as to be dependent on nobody (1 Thes 4:12), 
and to practise a solidarity which is also 
material by sharing the fruits of their labour 
with “those in need” (Eph 4:28).  – 264, 305-
307, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 
Corporations & Competition, and Consumers 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. 
– the 10th Commandment 
 
The individual profit of an economic enterprise, 
although legitimate, must never become the 
sole objective. Social utility is an objective of 
even higher order. When the free market 
carries out the important functions mentioned 
above it becomes a service to the common 
good and to integral human development. 
When focused on profit alone, however, the 
market can degenerate into an inhuman and 
alienating institution, with uncontrollable 
repercussions. 
   Freedom in the economic sector… must be 
regulated by appropriate legal norms so that 
it will be placed at the service of integral 
human freedom…    A great deal of educational 
and cultural work is urgently needed, including 
the education of consumers in the responsible 
use of their power of choice, the formation of 
a strong sense of responsibility among 
producers and among people in the mass 
media in particular, as well as necessary 
intervention by public authorities.     In order to 
balance the principle of solidarity with the 

 
Agriculture 
The party states that: 
– agriculture is a key strategic economic sector for Canada 
– various regions of Canada and sectors of the industry hold competitive advantages.  Support of one size does not fit all 
– agriculture policy must be developed only in consultation with the agricultural producers 
– financial responsibility must be balanced with support programs that actually work 
 
The party advocates: 
– reviewing the Canada Grain Act and practices of the Grain Commission to ensure they are aligned with best modern practice 
– returning $130 million overcharged by the Grain Commission 
– adding competitiveness to health and environmental protection as parts of the mandate for the Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
– requiring the Minister of Agriculture to develop a strategy for ensuring that agricultural producers have the labor force they need 
– working with farm groups to assess damage and respond to the US-China trade war 
– delivering promised compensation to farmers who have lost business due to free trade agreements 
– protecting supply management practices while opening new markets for farmers dependent on exports 
– applying to the World Health Organization for restoration of Canadian beef ratings after mad cow disease issues 
– postpone enforcement of new regulations for humane transportation of animals, to ensure they comport with full evidence 
 
Unions and workers’ rights 
The party advocates: 
– the right of workers to organize democratically, bargain collectively, and withhold services while respecting the law, private property, and rights of others 
– control of corporate pension funds by independent trustees, for the benefit of employees 
 
Transportation & infrastructure 
The party advocates: 
– public-private investment as part of a comprehensive approach to a world-class transportation system 
– in order to create jobs, increase wages, and connect industries, prioritizing infrastructure projects that will have maximum benefit to Canada’s economy, and commits to 
completing all projects previously adopted by the Liberal government 
– federal-provincial partnership to achieve a true national highway system, through use of federal fuel excise tax 
– to reduce commute times, prioritizing relevant infrastructure projects, such as BC’s Massey Tunnel replacement, Ontario’s Yonge Subway extension, and Quebec’s third cross-St 
Lawrence link 
– in order to provide relief for transit users, introducing a tax credit for purchase of public transit passes. 
 
Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
The party advocates: 
– appropriate regulation of financial institutions, to foster competition balance stability with opportunities for success 
– establishment of a single, national securities regulator with robust enforcement powers 
– increased competition in airlines, banking, cell phones and other industries, to improve economic and personal freedoms of Canadians 
– over two tax years, reducing income tax rates for all Canadians, including a drop from 15% to 13.75% in the lowest bracket 
– in order to reduce costs for home heating, gas, groceries, and essentials, scrapping the carbon tax 
– eliminating GST for all home energy, including electricity, natural gas, heating oil, propane, wood pellets, and other sources for primary residences 
– re-introducing a tax credit for purchase of public transit passes 
– to promote home ownership, working with the Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions to make it easier to switch service providers when renewing home mortgages 
– extending the maximum amortization for home mortgages for first-time home buyers to 30 years 
– re-introducing a tax credit for purchase of public transit passes 
– rooting out money laundering and other corrupt activities that drive up real estate costs 
– making surplus federal real estate available, including a review of the 38000 buildings owned by the government 
– promoting a competition among municipalities to reduce red tape barring home construction 
– appointment of a minister for consulting Indigenous rights holders 
– to protect jobs and ensure projects are finished, use of Art. 92(10) of the constitution to assert federal jurisdiction as ‘for the general advantage of Canada” 
 
Jobs & dignity in employment 
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rights and obligations of the individual, the 
State’s intervention in the economic 
environment must be neither invasive nor 
absent, but commensurate with society’s real 
needs. “The State has a duty to sustain 
business activities by creating conditions 
which will ensure job opportunities, by 
stimulating those activities where they are 
lacking or by supporting them in moments 
of crisis. The State has the further right to 
intervene when particular monopolies create 
delays or obstacles to development.  -305-307, 
351, 376 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church. 
 
There is a growing loss of the sense of history, 
which leads to even further breakup. A kind of 
“deconstructionism”, whereby human freedom 
claims to create everything starting from zero, 
is making headway in today’s culture. The one 
thing it leaves in its wake is the drive to 
limitless consumption and expressions of 
empty individualism –12, Fratelli Tutti 
Transportation & Infrastructure 
 
  The demands of the common good… are 
strictly connected to respect for and the 
integral promotion of the person and his 
fundamental rights. Among other things, these 
demands concern commitment to the 
provision of essential services to all, some of 
which are at the same time human rights: 
food, housing, work, education and access to 
culture, transportation…  -166, Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
 

The party advocates: 
– to ensure Canadians have access to the best advice, skills training, and employment assistance possible, establishing means to measure the success of federal expenditures spent 
by the government on training workers 
– matching employment backgrounds of temporary foreign workers to needs of companies 
– use of employment insurance (EI) contributions of companies and workers to provide recipient benefits only, and not for other government programs 
 
Small businesses, trades & crafts 
The party advocates: 
– a comprehensive review of the tax system, including SRED and other programs intended to encourage innovation, to ensure that the system promotes healthy and competitive 
industry within Canada 
– repealing recent tax increases applicable to small businesses 
– repeal new rules imposing significant tax burdens no dividends for partners of business owners, since contributions of spouses cannot be measured in terms of time and money 
– create an information package for business owners on the CRA website 
– reducing regulatory burden for businesses by 25 percent over four years, with targets for each minister and department, using a rule that for each new regulation two previous 
ones must be rescinded 
 
Industries & innovation 
The party advocates: 
– reviewing the tax code, reducing regulation, and improving immigration programs for skilled newcomers to ensure that innovation and manufacturing companies stay competitive 
and remain in Canada 
– reducing the regulatory burden on manufacturers by 25 percent 
– signing free trade agreements with Mercosur, ASEAN, and the UK 
– reviewing the Temporary Foreign Workers program to better align it with domestic needs 
– ensuring that intellectual property and free trade protections are at the heart of new trade agreements 
– seeking new markets to diversify foreign trade and reduce dependence on the US 
 
Pharmaceuticals 
The party states that we must never again be caught unprepared as we were when COVID hit last year. 
 
The party advocates: 
– reducing reliance on foreign countries, and improving Canada’s ability to protect the health of its citizens 
– partnering with pharmaceutical companies to increase production of critical medicines and build domestic vaccine production capacity 
– strengthening domestic production of PPE through government procurement 
– overhauling Canada’s National Emergency Stockpile System to ensure that supplies are ready to face future threats 
 
Agriculture 
 
The party states that: 
– agriculture is a key strategic economic sector for Canada 
– various regions of Canada and sectors of the industry hold competitive advantages.  Support of one size does not fit all. 
– agriculture policy must be developed only in consultation with the agricultural producers 
– financial responsibility must be balanced with support programs that actually work 
 
The party advocates: 
– adding competitiveness to health and environmental protection as parts of the mandate for the Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
– require the Minister of Agriculture to develop a strategy for ensuring that agricultural producers have the labor force they need 
– work with farm groups to assess damage and respond to the US-China trade war 
– deliver promised compensation to farmers who have lost business due to free trade agreements 
– protect supply management practices while opening new markets for farmers dependent on exports 
– postponing enforcement of new regulations for humane transportation of animals, to ensure they comport with full evidence 
 
Unions and workers’ rights 
The party advocates: 
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– the right of workers to organize democratically, bargain collectively, and withhold services while respecting the law, private property, and rights of others 
– control of corporate pension funds by independent trustees, for the benefit of employees 
 
Transportation & infrastructure 
The party advocates: 
– public-private investment as part of a comprehensive approach to a world-class transportation system 
– in order to create jobs, increase wages, and connect industries, prioritizing infrastructure projects that will have maximum benefit to Canada’s economy, and commits to 
completing all projects previously adopted by the Liberal government 
– federal-provincial partnership to achieve a true national highway system, through use of federal fuel excise tax 
– to reduce commute times, prioritizing relevant infrastructure projects, such as BC’s Massey Tunnel replacement, Ontario’s Yonge Subway extension, and Quebec’s third cross-St 
Lawrence link 
– in order to provide relief for transit users, introducing a tax credit for purchase of public transit passes. 
 
Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
The party advocates: 
– appropriate regulation of financial institutions, to foster competition balance stability with opportunities for success 
– establishment of a single, national securities regulator with robust enforcement powers 
– increased competition in airlines, banking, cell phones and other industries, to improve economic and personal freedoms of Canadians 
 

 
The Dignity of Work 
The party states that it has three priorities to sustain dignified employment and build an economy to serve people: 
– protecting workers whose incomes and work lives are or will be disrupted by artificial intelligence, robotics, and the transition away from fossil fuels 
– enabling the creation of new jobs in the green economy 
– facilitating transition from shrinking sectors to new green jobs, including income protection, job guarantees, retraining and resettlement, in partnership with workers and unions 
 
Poverty Reduction 
The party states that: 
- the most recent Canadian Income Survey reveals that 9.5 per cent of Canada’s population − about 3.4 million people – lives below the poverty line, and that poverty rates are even 
higher within marginalized and vulnerable groups, such as people living with disabilities, single mothers and seniors. 
- it defines poverty as a systemic problem arising from low wages and insufficient income assistance, a precarious job market, a shortage of affordable housing and quality child 
care, and cuts in social programs; and that it is also tied directly to issues of bias and discrimination on the basis of gender, race, sexual orientation, and citizenship, as well as 
the ongoing legacy of colonization. 
 
The party advocates: 
– as a start toward eliminating child poverty in Canada, recommitting to a vision of Canada as a just society built around a progressive, fair, and compassionate social safety network 
– establishing a universal Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI) program to replace the current array of income supports, such as disability payments, social assistance and income 
supplements for seniors. Payment would be set at a “livable” level for different regions of the country 
– establish a federal minimum wage of $15 per hour, to ensure a minimum wage for every Canadian, no matter where they live or work 
 
Living wage & Wealth Inequality 
The party advocates: 
– to help workers threatened with displacement due to automation, working with provinces, territories, and Indigenous Peoples to establish a guaranteed livable income 
– studying implementation of a shorter work week, to distribute paid work among more people 
 
Job training 
The party advocates: 
– to facilitate the shift to new jobs, redirecting money from oil and gas subsidies to a Canadian Sustainable Generations Fund to support investment in trades, apprenticeships, and 
education 
– leveraging public procurement to maximize opportunities for social hiring and procurement, including Indigenous, youth, and demand-driven skills development programs 
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An Economy to Serve People 
The party believes as a matter of principle that society has a duty to provide social services that give everyone the opportunity to contribute to society and live a dignified, secure 
life. 
 
The party advocates: 
– as a first priority, recommitting to a vision of Canada as a just society built around a progressive, fair and compassionate social safety network 
– a transition to a green economy comprising the following key elements: 

– Measures well-being, rather than gross domestic product, as a sign of progress 
– Embeds “conserver society” values rather than consumer society values 
– Powered by renewable energy 
– Designed around closed-loop production systems 
– Organized for zero waste generation 
– Organized for local food security 
– Guarantees everyone a livable income 
– Provides affordable housing for everyone 
– Provides universal comprehensive health care and education 
– Protects minorities from discrimination 
– Ensures gender equality 
– Builds community resilience and self-reliance, and 
– Ensures fair taxation and fiscal stewardship. 

– seeking improvements in the government’s plan for national wireless / internet connectivity, including alternatives to 5G technology and assurance of net neutrality 
 
Jobs & dignity in employment 
The party advocates: 
– banning unpaid internships in private sector workplaces, except for work-study or experiential learning placements associated with credit courses at post-secondary schools 
– full implementation of federal pay equity rules 
– establishing a federal ombudsman to provide impartial and non-departmental help to harassed and demoralized employees, particularly for federal civil service employees 
 
Industries, innovation & agriculture 
The party advocates: 
– to ensure that advances in artificial intelligence benefit workers and others as well as corporate stockholders, making Canada a global leader in AI development and regulation, to 
control ethical and safety issues, including establishing a parliamentary committee and establishing a guaranteed livable income 
– making Canada a world leader in climate change research 
– in order to improve food safety and nutrition, and to improve environmental practices, including land conservation, shifting away from harmful factory and industrial faming 
techniques, to promoting small-scale local production, and implementing farm apprenticeship programs to help and encourage new farmers 
– protecting rights of farmers to save their own seed and promote heritage seed banks and seed exchanges 
– replace one third of Canada’s food imports with domestic production. 
– supporting rooftop and community garden projects, and urban food production systems 
– re-establish infrastructure for local food production, including canneries and slaughterhouses 
-protect the supply management system, with exceptions for local production 
– relaxing regulation of the cannabis production industry by lowering federally set price for cannabis to make it competitive with illegal supplies, reducing plastic packaging 
requirements, removing sales tax on medicinal cannabis preparations, allowing outdoor production and imposing organic production standards, and allowing growers to produce 
cannabis as a natural health product, rather than a restricted product 
 
Unions and workers’ rights 
The party advocates respecting federal unionized employees by rejecting back-to-work legislation as a bargaining tool 
 
Transportation & infrastructure 
The party states that the transportation sector produces more than a quarter of Canada’s climate pollution, and that that portion is increasing. 
 
The party advocates: 
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– developing a national transportation strategy with a goal of reaching zero-carbon public ground transportation everywhere, in Canada, including rural and remote communities, 
by 2040, with rail as the hub, using light rail and electric bus connections 
– as a part of that strategy, banning the sale of internal combustion passenger vehicles by 2030 
– exempting new and used and zero-emission vehicles from federal sales tax 
– providing more charging stations for electric vehicles, including all parking lots associated with federal facilities 
– employing sustainably-produced biofuels, made from waste wood by-products and used vegetable oils, where electric and fuel cells are not viable, e.g, in fishing, mining, and 
forestry equipment 
– implementing a national rail policy, with an investment of $600 – 720 million per year by 2023 
– building high-speed rail in the Toronto-Ottawa-Quebec City triangle and the Calgary-Edmonton corridor 
– converting all passenger ferries to electric or hybrid systems by 2030 
– creating a national cycling and walking infrastructure fund 
– developing a Green freight transport program to reduce pollution in partnership with the freight industry 
– leading an international effort to include shipping and aviation in the ,Paris framework, and implementing an international tax on aviation and shipping fuels, with proceeds to the 
Global Climate Fund 
 
 Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
The party states that economies which rely on constant GDP growth depend on ever-expanding mass consumption, which in turn drives increased extraction of raw materials, 
manufacture of largely disposable consumer goods and production of massive volumes of waste at every point in the commodity chain. This linear consumption-production-waste 
system, the driver of global warming, depends on disposability – a throwaway culture. It also depends on easy credit, which in turn enriches the financial sector and 
undermines individual and family financial stability. 
 
The party advocates building a sustainable economy, in which products are built to last and to be repaired, and which protects citizens  from predatory credit practices, telecom 
corporations and banks, by:  
– setting product and service standards for consumer protection 
– enacting Right to Repair legislation that requires producers to provide consumers or repair shops with replacement parts, software and tools for diagnosing, maintaining or 
repairing their products, for a fair price, and to reset any electronic security that may disable the device during diagnosis, maintenance or repair 
– limiting credit card interest rates to a maximum of 10 percentage points above the Bank of Canada prime rate 
– limiting ATM fees to $1 per transaction and prohibit financial institutions from charging their own customers ATM fees 
– amending CRTC regulations to increase competition in the provision of cellular and internet services to consumers and decouple payments for cell phones from cell services 
– enacting provisions to protect consumers and investors from fraud and theft in the cryptocurrency spheres, and directing Revenue Canada and law enforcement agencies to 
develop practical methods for preventing the use of cryptocurrencies for money laundering and funding terrorism. 
 

 
 
The Dignity of Work 
The party states that: 
– it is planning a multi-year program of significant investment to rebuild the economy and restore employment on a greener, more equitable basis. 
– to do so, it is focusing on broader quality-of-life indicators rather than just domestic product. 
– for that purpose it has undertaken to monitor international plans, consult experts on the determinants of quality of life, and engage with Canadians on what matters to them 
– to assist Canadians who find themselves unexpectedly working from home, simplifying rules for the home office tax deduction, including an option to claim up to $400 without 
tracking detailed expenses 
 
The party advocates: 
– a feminist, intersectional recovery that leaves no one behind, to ensure that young people have opportunities to gain skills and experience, and all Canadians have homes, and 
women participate fully 
– an economic recovery that also supports those with disabilities, addresses gender-based violence, and ensures that families have access to affordable childcare, with the context 
of rigorous economic analysis and bringing diverse voices to decision making. 
 
Poverty Reduction 
The party reports that: 
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– as a part of its COVID recovery plan, the government provided an average of $400 to single adults and $600 for couples already on assistance programs 
– it provided families receiving Canada Child Benefits an additional $300 per child 
 
The party advocates creation of a million jobs, to restore Canadian employment to pre-pandemic levels, within three years. 
 
Living wage & Wealth Inequality 
To build a fairer economy and control extreme examples of wealth inequality, the party advocates: 
– the building of 1.4 million new homes 
– reforming taxation of employee stock option grants by applying a $200,000 limit on available tax deductions, with the exception of Canadian-controlled private corporations or 
non-CCPCs with annual gross revenues of less than $500 million, to mitigate the effect on start-up corporations 
– to control detrimental effects on housing prices, implementing a national tax on unproductive use of housing by foreign non-resident owners 
– continuing increased investment of $350 per year for enhanced enforcement of tax compliance for international taxpayers, GST/HST dodgers, and others 
 
An Economy to Serve People 
The party reports that: 
– for the first half of 2020, Canada’s GDP dropped 13.4%, the fourth highest drop in the G7 
– the International Monetary fund projects global retraction of 4.4% for 2020 
– by December 2020, the government provided $407 billion dollars in support to keep Canadians and Canadian businesses afloat, including $270 billion in direct support 
– through the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy program, it supported over 3.9 million workers and 350,000 employers, and dispensed more than $50 billion 
– it has extended the CEWS through June 2021 
– in view of the possible ferocity of the 2nd wave of the pandemic, it proposes to raise the CEWS level from 655 to 75% of base salary 
– the government has temporarily increased the flexibility, generosity, and simplicity of Employment Insurance access 
– the party plans a program of continued investment to rebuild the economy by creating shared prosperity, improving Canadian quality of life, and powering a green transformation 
 
Jobs & dignity in employment 
The party reports that: 
– lower-income workers were disproportionately affected by the downturn brought on by the pandemic, with a 38 percent decline in employment as compared to 13 percent for all 
other employees. Women and recent immigrants were particularly affected. 
– as of December 2020, full recovery of employment was estimated to require 2 – 4 years, with proposed government investment measures 
– it has committed to invest a total of $5.2 billion in Workforce Development Agreements with provinces and territories, for skills training and employment support. This includes 
$275 million for special programs for Indigenous, Women, and the disabled 
 
Small businesses, trades & crafts 
The party reports that: 
– it is offering rent subsidies to business tenants, property owners, charities, and non-profits that have suffered revenue loss 
– by December 2020 it had provided partially-forgivable loans of up to $60,000 to more than 790,000 small businesses and non-profits 
– it provided $54 million in 2020-2021 to help the farming and fishing industries with costs of quarantining temporary foreign workers during the pandemic 
The party advocates: 
– to ensure fairness in the accommodations industry, and to improve GST/HST compliance, applying GST/HST to all platform-based short-term rental accommodations supplied in 
Canada 
 
Industries, innovation & agriculture 
The party advocates: 
– investing at least $170 million in governmental capacity to manufacture vaccines, by establishing a new bio-manufacturing facility at the National Research Council Therapeutics 
Centre in Montreal 
– investing up to $792 million in private bio-manufacturing capacity through the Strategic Innovation Fund 
– exploring ways to promote long-term sustainable growth in the bio-manufacturing sector, through the National Research Council and Strategic Innovation fund 
– allocating an additional $250 million over 5 years to the Strategic Innovation Fund, to help companies affected by the pandemic 
– to support supply-managed dairy farmers under CUSMA and in recovering from the pandemic, providing a total of $2.0 billion 
– paying an additional $691 over ten years to help chicken, egg and turkey farmers improve productivity and marketing activities 
– investing $1.5 billon in agricultural irrigation projects 
 
Labour, unions, and workers’ rights 
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The party advocates a better employment insurance system to support gig workers, self-employed people, and to give workers more financial security 
 
Transportation & infrastructure 
In view of the importance of the air transportation industry and its challenges during the pandemic, the party advocates: 
– investing $150 in 2020-2021 to improve ventilation in federal, provincial territorial, and local governmental and Indigenous community public buildings and help reduce the 
spread of COVID 19 
– providing $206 million to a new Regional Air Transportation Initiative of the Regional Development Agencies 
– providing an additional $500 million over six years, starting in 2020-21 to support transit projects at large airports 
– providing an additional $86 million over two years to the Airports Capital Assistance Program to support investment in health and safety infrastructure 
– providing a further $229 million in rent relief to the 21 airport authorities that rent from the federal government, and similar support for Ports Toronto Billy Bishop Airport 
 
 Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
The party advocates bringing all businesses along the road to recovery and supporting them to hire the help they need 
 

 
The Dignity of Work 
 
The party believes that: 
– life in Canada is becoming harder, that young people struggle to find good jobs, that parents struggle with multiple jobs and enjoy less time with their children; and that the 
richest are richer than ever, while too many workers earn less than a living wage, and without the benefits and security of unions. 
– the federal government has an important role to lay in creating better, fairer, and more secure jobs 
The party advocates creating 300,000 good jobs with a new deal for climate action and good jobs. 
 
Poverty Reduction 
The party seeks to build a Canada without poverty, where all Canadians can count on quality public services and community supports to help them lead dignified lives.  A core 
component of its plan is to enshrine the right to housing in law, and to end homelessness in Canada within a decade. 
 
The party advocates: 
– as a core component of its plan to end poverty, enshrining the right to housing in law, and to end homelessness in Canada within a decade 
– because poor health and poverty are linked, national pharmacare and better access to mental health and additions support 
 
Living wage & Wealth Inequality 
The party states that too many Canadians live below the poverty line, while working 40 hours per week. 
 
To ensure a living wage, the party advocates: 
– working with provinces to launch a national basic income pilot project 
– implementing a federal minimum wage of $15 per hour to cover more than 900,000 workers 
– implementing a foreign buyer’s tax on sales of homes to non-residents, in order to end housing speculation which inflates housing prices 
 
Pensions 
The party believes that every Canadian should be able to count on a dignified, secure retirement. 
 
The party advocates: 
– ensuring that pension holders and employees entitled to severance pay have first priority in bankruptcy proceedings, rather than other investors 
– prohibiting payouts and dividends from under-funded pension funds, and participation in a mandatory, industry financed insurance program to ensure that no worker is deprived 
of pension rights 
– creation of a pension advisory commission to develop a long-term plant to protect Canada’s Old-Age Security and Guaranteed Income Supplements and improve the amount of 
payments 
 
An Economy to Serve People 
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The party advocates ensuring that public investments are directed to clean energy, sustainable infrastructure and boosting energy efficiency in communities across the country. 
 
Jobs & dignity in employment 
The party states that without benefits like extended health coverage and dental care, temporary workers earn roughly 75 per cent of what permanent employees do, resulting in 
harm to the most vulnerable workers and giving employers an incentive to prefer part-time to full time workers. 
 
The party advocates: 
- as a part of shifting to a new green economy, creating 300,000 new good jobs across Canada 
- implementing rules to require that part-time and contract workers be compensated equally to full time workers. 
 
Small businesses, trades & crafts 
The party believes that small businesses need a government that will help them access the services and infrastructure they require to thrive and expand, while investing in a healthy 
and talented workforce. 
 
The party advocates: 
– reduction of small business taxes 
– elimination of unfair merchant fees 
– implementation of universal pharmacare to save small businesses approximately $600 dollars per employee per year 
– enactment of legislation to end the unfair tax treatment of family transfers of small businesses to future generations 
– simplification of access to government export services for entry into foreign markets 
– increased investment of worker training to boost traditionally underemployed groups 
 
Industries, innovation & agriculture 
The party states that with the right choices now, Canadian industry can be a global leader as market needs evolve, with workers at the centre of a robust strategy to drive 
innovation and boost competitiveness. 
 
The party advocates: 
– as a start, updating and strengthening the Investment Canada Act to protect Canadian jobs to curb takeovers of Canadian companies without national security reviews 
– replacing the Invest in Canada Agency with a new iCanada, a one-stop federal service bureau to help attract investors while championing Canadian industry 
 
Automotive 
– convening a summit with provincial, municipal, industry, and labour leaders to develop a National Automotive Strategy to attract and retain jobs and investment, including 
protection of Canadian product lines and manufacturing processes, and workers 
– creating a tax-free Automotive innovation fund 
– ensuring that federal incentives for zero-emissions vehicles prioritize made-in-Canada vehicles; and buying Canadian-made zero emissions vehicles for government fleets, to lead 
by example on sustainability while creating good jobs 
 
 Manufacturing 
– convening all levels of government, business and labour leaders to develop a national industrial strategy to build an advanced low-carbon manufacturing economy, and grow the 
domestic market for Canadian manufactured goods 
– providing strategic supports to our long-neglected steel and aluminum industries, to attract and retain investment and jobs 
– resisting all tariffs on Canadian steel and aluminum 
– requiring use of Canadian steel and aluminum for infrastructure products across the country 
 
Aerospace 
– implementing a comprehensive National Aerospace Strategy to allow Canadian aerospace companies of all sizes commercialize new technologies, strengthen competitiveness, 
and train workers for good jobs in the sector 
– positioning the aerospace sector to transition to a low-carbon economy and lead world clean aviation industry 
 
Technology 
– investing in R&D on a sector-specific basis with particular focus on technologies to support a low-carbon future 
– stepping up as a partner to foster entrepreneurship and support a Canadian start-up culture, with a focus on helping companies scale up and retain employees 
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Agriculture 
The party recognizes agriculture as the backbone of the economy, a source of community pride, and high-tech industry that requires a talented and skilled workforce. 
The party advocates: 
– implementing a national food strategy to invest in agricultural communities, support young and new farmers, and help ensure sustainable rural livelihoods 
– protecting domestic supply management policies, ensuring reciprocity in all trade negotiations, and supporting supply-managed sectors in growth and innovation 
– ensuring high-speed internet and wireless connectivity in farming regions 
– to help young people and women establish farming livelihoods, working with provinces to improve training opportunities and provide low-cost start-up loans for new farmers 
– ending unfair tax treatment of family farm transfers, to assist inter-generational passing of farms 
– increased mental health support for farmers 
– increased investment in public agricultural research, to keep canola farmers and others on the cutting edge of knowledge and innovation 
– implementing a payment protection plan for food exporters 
– working with producers to promote Canadian food products domestically 
 
Unions and workers’ rights 
The party states that although almost all workers pay into Employment Insurance, less than 40 per cent qualify for benefits when needed, and only one third of unemployed women 
can access benefits. 
 
The party advocates: 
– implementing a universal qualifying threshold of 360 hours to ensure that all workers can access needed benefits 
– restoring the EI appeals system to make decisions fast and fair 
– permanently restoring the Extra Five Weeks project, to address challenges faced by seasonal workers 
– as an optional alternative to 18 months’ parental leave at 33 percent of salary, implementing shorter leave at a higher right, and allowing self-employed workers to opt in to 
benefits any time before they go on leave 
– doubling parental leave benefits for parents of multiple children 
– extending sick leave benefits to 50 weeks, and expanding re-training programs 
– implementing a pilot program to allow workers with episodic disabilities to access EI benefits periodically, as needed 
– instituting legal protections for the EI Operating account, to protect its funds for use as general revenue 
– defending the Rand formula, so that unions can effectively advocate for workers, and continuing to oppose legislation that suspends rights to bargain and to strike 
– ensuring that workers and employers work together to improve health and safety, and ensuring protection for whistleblowers 
– updating the Labour Code to enhance safeguards for workers and ban use of replacement workers during labor disputes 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
The party believes that Canadians should be able to rely on the federal government to invest infrastructure projects that will make a real difference in communities across the 
country. 
 
The party advocates: 
– using Community Benefit Agreements to guarantee good jobs, training, apprenticeships, and support for local businesses are part of all infrastructure projects. 
– implementing a permanent, direct, and allocation-based funding mechanism for modern public transit across Canada for the long term. 
– increasing investment to help cities transition their bus fleets to electric drive, and expand affordable rail and bus options. 
– working with communities for which it is a priority to develop fare-free transit 
– increased federal funding to respond to disasters and adapt infrastructure to withstand floods, fires, and other extreme weather events 
– ensuring that every community in Canada has access to affordable high-speed internet 
 
Corporations, Competition & Consumerism 
The party states that Canadians pay some of the highest prices for mobile and broadband internet in the world, while according to the CRTC the profit margins of Canada’s five 
largest telecom companies are almost 40%, and two million Canadians in rural and remote areas lack reliable internet access. 
 
The party advocates: 
– implementing a price cap to ensure that prices in Canada are no more than the global average. 
– ensuring that every community in Canada has access to high-speed internet without delay 
– requiring providers offer basic wireless and broadband plans that are available in other countries, and require unlimited data rates at affordable prices 
– implementing a telecom consumer’s bill of rights 
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– ensuring that consumers have a right to repair electronic devices and other prices at affordable prices 
– requiring financial institutions and advisors to provide advice that is in the best interest of the investor, rather than the bank 
– creating a fair gasoline prices watchdog to investigate complaints of price gouging, to ensure gasoline prices are fair 
– increasing the competition bureau’s power to proactively investigate anti-competitive activity in the gasoline market 
– to protect traveller safety and consumer rights, strengthening the Air Passenger Bill of Rights 
 

 
The party has published no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– The dignity of work 
– Poverty Reduction 
– Labour, Employment 
 
The party states that: 
– there are only two ways to create more wealth and prosperity: we can either work more or work more efficiently through increased productivity 
– investments in R&D, innovation, more efficient production processes, machinery and equipment are critical to improvements in productivity and living standards 
– improved productivity leads to better, higher-paying jobs 
– in a context where there are manpower shortages in many sectors, investment is a way to increase production without necessarily having to employ more workers 
– since 2015, business investment has gone down not only in the oil and gas sector, but in many others as well 
– Canada is attracting less foreign direct investment 
– a 2018 study by the School of Public Policy at the University of Calgary found $14 billion worth of direct and indirect federal business subsidies. Most if not all of these create 
unfair market distortions by favouring some companies or sectors at the expense of others 
– Canada’s combined federal-provincial corporate income tax rate is the 12th highest amongst the 36O ECD countries 
– abolishing the capital gains tax encourage every Canadian to save and invest more and would give our entrepreneurs access to a larger pool of capital 
 
The party advocates: 
– to stop the taking of billions of dollars from the private sector and redistributing them through subsidies, lowering taxes for all businesses and encouraging saving and investment 
to make our economy more productive 
– eliminating all corporate subsidies and other inefficient government interventions (bailouts of failing companies, regional development grants, conditional loans and loan 
guarantees with an implicit subsidy, tax credits, etc.) that unfairly support some companies or business sectors. This will generate savings of between $5billion and $10billion a year 
– gradually reducing over the course of one mandate the corporate income tax rate from its current 15% down to 10%. When completed, this measure will make about $9.5 billion 
a year available to businesses, allowing them to increase salaries or invest in productivity improvements 
– over the course of one mandate, gradually abolish the personal capital gains tax by decreasing the inclusion rate from the current 50% down to 0%. When completed, this 
measure will put about $7 billion per year back into the pockets of Canadians 
 
Agriculture 
The party states that: 
– supply management is a government-imposed cartel that keeps the prices of dairy, poultry, and eggs artificially high through the control of production, the banning of imports, 
price fixing, and the prevention of competition in the market 
– supply management limits imports by imposing tariffs that range from150% for eggs to 300% for butter, and results in Canadian farmers being barred from exporting their 
products, and negatively impacts other sectors of our economy, such as the food processing and food preparation industries 
– supply management also supports one of the most influential lobbies in Ottawa, with affects on free trade negotiations 
– according to the OECD, supply management caused Canadian consumers to pay $3.6 billion more every year between 2011and 2015 
-according to a study done by University of Manitoba economists, supply management imposes a financial burden of $339 annually on the poorest 20% of Canadian households, the 
equivalent of a2.3% tax on their incomes 
 
The party advocates: 
– creating a free, open, and fair system that will save Canadians billions of dollars annually by phasing out the supply management system over a number of years to allow farmers 
to adapt, and compensate them for the lost value of their quotas 
– allowing Canada’s dairy, egg and poultry farmers to thrive and sell their products internationally 
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Points to Ponder: An Economy to Serve People 
 
Consider discussing the following questions with your local candidates, elected officials, and the parties, and with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
Poverty Reduction 
 
– What can be done to ensure that all Canadians are encouraged and enabled to apply the full range of their talents and gifts to the care of their families, to lift themselves out of poverty, and in doing so to give praise to God as co-
creators, through meaningful creative work? 
– How can Canada best strike a balance between the principles of solidarity – ‘we’re all in this together’ – and subsidiarity – ‘everyone should do what he or she can to support themselves, before burdening others?’ 
– What is an appropriate definition of poverty, particularly in a society overflowing with consumer objects and material wealth?  Should such definitions include consideration of the ability of individuals to seek personal fulfillment in 
pursuing truth? 
– What, if anything, should be done to ensure that a dignified living wage, capable of providing a dignified home and opportunity to support a family is available to workers, or those willing to work, or to reduce poverty in Canada? 
Should a basic income policy be considered?  If so, what form should it take?  What can or should be done by the provinces, and what should be left to the federal government, or to private or community organizations? 
– It has been observed that debt levels among the elderly are increasing, especially as the costs of long-term, dignified care increase.  What can or should be done to alleviate poverty and debt among the elderly? 
 
GDP & Well-Being 
 
For decades, governments have focused exclusively on gross domestic product – a measure of an economy’s sheer productivity – as the best measure of national economic health.  More recently, some voices have begun to 
advocate for a broader index of national well-being, to include factors such as the physical and emotional health of the people, the health of the environment, equity in housing, income, and opportunity, and food security, in 
addition to raw production. 
– Which of these approaches is more likely to reflect the well being of current and future national, provincial, or local populations, and their ability to achieve personal fulfillment in seeking and finding truth? 
– What else can or should be done to ensure that Canada’s economy serves the people, rather than the other way around?  Is it reasonable to demand continuous economic growth, or might it be preferable to seek sustainable 
contentment? 
 
Businesses and Corporations 
 
For decades, corporate lobby groups and business schools have taught that the only legitimate object of a business corporation is to make money for its shareholders.  More recently, some business voices have begun to advocate a 
broader role for corporations, to include service of its employees, its customers, and the community, and protection of the environment, as part of a corporation’s proper role. 
– Which of these object definitions is more consistent with church teachings?  Should anything be done to encourage development of a corporate and business culture that aims to serve people, communities, and future 
generations, in addition to profits? If so, what? 
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The Individual & Society:  Rights, Responsibilities, & Subsidiarity 
Civil Liberties  |  Human Rights  |  Responsibilities:  Participation & Subsidiarity 

 

Catholic Teaching 
 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
 
Every member of society is imbued with a 
number of rights.  With them come 
responsibilities. 
 
Racism & Discrimination 
 
The unity of the human family is not yet 
becoming a reality. This is due to obstacles 
originating in materialistic and nationalistic 
ideologies that contradict the values of the 
person integrally considered in all his various 
dimensions, material and spiritual, individual 
and community.    In particular, any theory or 
form whatsoever of racism and racial 
discrimination is morally unacceptable. -
433, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
Conscience & Religion 
 
The Catholic Church emphasizes, among other 
rights, the right to religious freedom. Emphasis 
is given to the paramount value of the right to 
religious freedom: “all men are to be immune 
from coercion on the part of individuals or of 
social groups and of any human power, in such 
wise that no one is to be forced to act in a 
manner contrary to his own beliefs, whether 
privately or publicly, whether alone or in 
association with others, within due limits”.  The 
respect of this right is an indicative sign of 
“man’s authentic progress in any regime, in any 
society, system or milieu.” -320, 321 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
With euthanasia and medically-assisted death 
and abortion legalized, it is critical that 
healthcare providers whose deepest moral 
convictions tell them that such procedures are 
wrong, not be forced to participate. Catholic 
teaching says workers should be safeguarded 

 

 
Civil Liberties 
 
Conscience & Religion 
The Bloc states that the National Assembly passed Law 21 on secularism because the separation of religion and state is a fundamental element of the Quebec identity. Quebec’s 
choices in matters of living together belong to Quebec.  Ottawa has no right to take Quebecer’s money to directly or indirectly dispute such laws 
 
The Bloc undertakes to oppose any will of the federal government to contest the right of Quebec to make its own choices in matters of secularism and living together. 
 
The Bloc advocates introduction of a bill prohibiting offering or receiving public services with a covered face, including the exercise of the right to vote and during citizenship 
ceremonies. 
 
Gender equity 
The Bloc advocates an improved Strategy for Women in Entrepreneurship, in particular by simplifying tax measures for part-time entrepreneurs (such as the tax return, for 
example).  It would also ensure that programs provide them with adequate funding. 
 
The Bloc also advocates 
– enacting legislation to establish the inclusion of women-owned businesses in supply chains and in public and private bidding processes 
– ensuring that Quebec receives the necessary transfers to improve its own initiatives relating to support, training and networking for women entrepreneurs. 
 
Racism, Truth & Speech, Privacy, & Property 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on racism, truth & free speech, privacy, or private property 
 
Housing 
The Bloc states that Quebec would be better served by being solely responsible for its own social and affordable housing. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
-increasing the budget allocated to the construction, renovation and transformation of social and affordable housing 
– gradually increasing investment in social housing to 1% of annual federal revenues, or $ 3 billion, and seeking unconditional cash transfers from the federal government in order 
to increase efficiency and continuity in the operation of Quebec programs 
– introduction of tax credits for intergenerational housing allowing for energy efficient renovations, the development of multigenerational residences and other renovations 
allowing people with diminishing autonomy to stay in their homes. 
– seeking a fair share for Quebec in homelessness programs, that is, more than 23%. 
 
Clean Water, Food Security 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on clean water or food security. 
 
Participation & Subsidiarity 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on the responsibilities of the individual to contribute to or to participate in society. 
 
Social & Civic Institutions 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on the rights of social or civic or institutions. 
 
Provinces, Municipalities & Territories 
The Bloc states that it works exclusively for Quebec, that it is not accountable to big western oil companies, Bay Street Banks, or anti-choice lobbies. 
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from suffering any affront to conscience or 
personal dignity. 
  It is a grave duty of conscience to avoid 
cooperating, even formally, with practices 
contrary to the Law of God. 
 
Freedom of Speech:  truth, the press & the 
media 
 
  Information is among the principal 
instruments of democratic participation. 
Participation without an understanding of the 
situation of the political community, the facts 
and the proposed solutions to problems is 
unthinkable. 
  It is necessary to guarantee a real pluralism in 
the dissemination of information, ensuring that 
there are many forms and instruments of 
information and communications.   Special 
attention must be given to the phenomenon of 
the news media being controlled by just a few 
people or groups. This has dangerous effects 
for the entire democratic system…    The media 
must be used to build up and sustain the 
human community in its different sectors: 
economic, political, cultural, educational and 
religious.   Society has a right to information 
based on truth, freedom, justice and 
solidarity. The essential question is whether 
the current information system is contributing 
to the betterment of the human person; that 
is, does it make people more spiritually mature, 
more aware of the dignity of their humanity, 
more responsible or more open to others, in 
particular to the neediest and the weakest. 
A further aspect of great importance is 
that new technologies must respect legitimate 
cultural differences.  In the world of the media 
the intrinsic difficulties of communications are 
often exacerbated by ideology, the desire for 
profit and political control, rivalry and conflicts 
between groups, and other social evils. Moral 
values and principles apply also to the 
media….  414-416, Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 
Gender Equity 
 
The feminine genius is needed in all 
expressions in the life of society. The first 
indispensable step in this direction is the 

 
The Bloc undertakes to use its weight in the House of Commons to serve Quebeckers. If we had the balance of power, we would only support projects that are in the interest of the 
Quebec nation – only to make gains for Quebeckers. 
 
The Bloc advocates: 
– repeal of Parliament’s Clarity Act, which states that, in the case of a referendum about the secession of a Canadian province, the House of Commons has the power to determine 
afterwards whether the question was clear enough and whether the obtained majority was large enough for the result to be accepted, The party advocates replacement of the Act 
with Quebec’s Bill 99, which stipulates that Quebecers may determine unilaterally how to exercise their right to choose their political regime, including sovereignty, and that the 
winning option in a referendum is whichever obtains 50% of the votes plus one. 
– re-assessment of equalization payments to address inconsistencies in  treatment of Hydro-Québec and Ontario’s Hydro One, specifically on the basis of exclusion of revenues 
derived from delivery of electricity within the provinces 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 

Civil Rights 
The party states that: 
– the right to life is the first human right 
– freedom of Speech is the second and is essential if we are to defend any human rights 
– all Canadians deserve equal treatment under the law 
 
The party advocates ending frivolous “human rights” cases; taxpayers’ money should not be used to promote the agenda of special-interest groups 
 
Conscience & Religion  
The party advocates: 
– freedom to practice all religions as long as the are not harmful to others. The freedom of religion does not protect female genital mutilation, honor killings, forced marriages, 
multiple wives, etc. 
– restoring protection from assisted suicide and euthanasia. We want to kill the pain, not the patient 
– better access to palliative comfort care, and conscience protection for health care professionals; no Canadian should be forced to violate his or her conscience 
 
Freedom of speech; Truth, the press & the media 
The party states that: 
– freedom of speech is the second most important human right, next to the right to life 
– without Freedom of Speech, we can’t defend any human rights 
– most major media in Canada, including state-funded CBC, are biased against a Christian worldview and policies 
 
The party advocates: 
– using our voices and our freedom to defend our freedom – “use it or lose it!” 
– de-funding CBC and confronting the issue of media bias 
 
Gender Equity, Privacy, Private Property 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on gender equity, privacy, or the right to hold private property. 
 
Right to Arms 
The party states that: 
– when guns are outlawed, only outlaws will have guns 
– violent crime is the problem, not firearms 
 
The party advocates the right of peaceful, law-abiding citizens to own and use rearms for hunting, sport and self-defence 
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concrete possibility of access to professional 
formation.  The persistence of many forms of 
discrimination offensive to the dignity and 
vocation of women is due to a long series of 
conditioning that penalizes women, who have 
seen themselves relegated to the margins of 
society and even reduced to servitude…   An 
urgent need to recognize effectively the rights 
of women in the workplace is seen especially 
under the aspects of pay, insurance and social 
security.  –295, Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 
Property 
 
Private property and other forms of private 
ownership of goods “assure a person a highly 
necessary sphere for the exercise of his 
personal and family autonomy and ought to be 
considered as an extension of human freedom 
… stimulating exercise of responsibility, it 
constitutes one of the conditions for civil 
liberty.”  -171, Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
   The Church’s social doctrine requires that 
ownership of goods be equally accessible to 
all, so that all may become, at least in some 
measure, owners.   The world exists for 
everyone, because all of us were born with 
the same dignity. Diff1erences of colour, 
religion, talent, place of birth or residence, and 
so many others, cannot be used to justify the 
privileges of some over the rights of all. As a 
community, we have an obligation to ensure 
that every person lives with dignity and has 
sufficient opportunities for his or her integral 
development. -176, Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
  Not to share our wealth with the poor is to 
rob them and take away their livelihood. The 
riches we possess are not our own, but theirs 
as well… Other rights having to do with the 
goods necessary for the integral fulfilment of 
persons, including that of private property or 
any other type of property, should in no way 
hinder [this right], but should actively facilitate 
its implementation.  Fratelli tutti, -188-120 

 
Human Rights 

 
The Church also recognizes a number of 

 
Housing, Clean Water, Nutritious Food 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the right to housing, clean drinking water, or nutritious food. 
 
Participation & Subsidiarity 
 
Individual Responsibilities 
The party has released no specific official statement concerning its policies on individual responsibilities. 
 
Provinces, Territories, & Municipalities 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the rights or responsibilities of provinces, municipalities, or territories. 

 

 
 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
 
Racism & Discrimination 
The party states that Canada’s multicultural society is a valued reality, and believes that all Canadians should adopt common Canadian values such as equality, democracy, and the 
rule of law. 
 
The party advocates ensuring that each cultural community is able to enhance and contribute to Canada without discrimination or barriers. 
 
Conscience & Religion  
The party advocates: 
– a right of faith-based institutions to refuse use of their facilities to individuals or groups holding views contrary to their beliefs 
– exclusion of discrimination based on faith beliefs from forms of discrimination under the Human Rights code 
– rights of religious organizations to refuse marriage contrary to their beliefs 
– banning values tests for eligibility to participate in government programs, restricting only organizations that spend more than 10% of their resources on political activities 
 
Freedom of speech; Truth, the Press & the Media 
The party believes that compelled speech of any form is a violation of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 
The party advocates: 
– freedom of speech for all Canadians 
– to ensure rights of free expression in post-secondary institutions, adding a commitment to free speech and academic freedom to research support grant applications 
– focusing the CBC on its core function of public broadcaster 
 
Gender equity 
The party advocates: 
– full participation of women in social, economic, and cultural life 
– equal pay for equal work 
– condemnation of gender selection abortions 
 
Privacy 
The party advocates requiring internet users to get consent to collect data in plain language 
 
Private Property 
The party advocates legislation to ensure that full, just, and timely compensation will be paid to those deprived of personal or private property as a result of any federal 
government action. 
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Human Rights, including “the right to life, an 
integral part of which is the right of the child to 
develop in the mother’s womb from the 
moment of conception; the right to live in a 
united family and in a moral environment 
conducive to the growth of the child’s 
personality; the right to develop one’s 
intelligence and freedom in seeking 
and knowing the truth; the right to share in 
the work which makes wise use of the earth’s 
material resources, and to derive from that 
work the means to support oneself and one’s 
dependents; and the right freely to establish a 
family, to have and to rear children through 
the responsible exercise of one’s sexuality.  The 
Church also emphases rights to adequate 
housing; clean water, and secure, nutritious 
food; education and access to culture, 
transportation, basic health care.   – 151-
166 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 

Individual Responsibilities 
 
“In human society to one man’s right there 
corresponds a duty in all other persons: the 
duty, namely, of acknowledging and respecting 
the right in question.”  “Those, therefore, who 
claim their own rights, yet altogether forget or 
neglect to carry out their respective duties, 
are people who build with one hand and 
destroy with the other. -156 Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
Subsidiarity 
 
Subsidiarity is the principle that each element 
of society should serve its proper purpose, 
and support others in serving theirs.  One 
consequence of this principle is that each 
individual, and smaller groups of people, 
should be allowed to make for themselves all 
the decisions that can responsibly be left to 
them, rather than to larger groups or greater 
authorities.  This is one of the fundamental 
social teachings of the Church, since it helps to 
ensure that each individual is empowered to 
find his or her own way to God. 
Families, Individuals, and Civil Society 
It is impossible to promote the dignity of the 
person without showing concern for 
the family, groups, associations, local 

 
Housing 
The party states that all Canadians should have a reasonable opportunity to own their own home and have access to safe and affordable housing. 
 
The party advocates: 
– broad-based tax relief, income support programs, and tax incentives to encourage home ownership 
– action by all governments to solve and address homelessness 
– tax incentives for private builders, to provide low-income urban dwellings 
 
Clean Water 
The party has released no specific official statement concerning its policies on the right to clean drinking water. 
 
Food Security 
The party states that food being a basic necessity of life, the government should place high priority on ensuring a safe, secure and sustainable supply. 
 
The party advocates: 
– national self-sufficiency in food, and encouragement of diversity in food products 
– ensuring that agriculture in Canada is both economically and environmentally sustainable 
 
Participation & Subsidiarity 
 
Individual Responsibilities 
The party has released no specific official statement concerning its policies on individual responsibilities. 
 
Participation in Civil Society 
The party advocates lowering the threshold for qualifications for the Search and Rescue Volunteer tax Credit. 
 
Provinces, Municipalities & Territories 
The party advocates: 
– restoration of balance between powers of federal, provincial, and territorial governments, including limited federal spending powers in areas of provincial jurisdiction 
– reformation of Canadian federalism, to consolidate Quebec’s place within the constitution, alleviate alienation of Western Canadians, improve long term partnerships with 
aboriginal peoples 
– convening a meeting of provincial premiers to establish a comprehensive and effective inter-provincial trade agreement. 
– implementation of equalization payments to create enable provinces and territories to provide public services at comparable levels of taxation 
– expanding the Red Seal program to recognize common trade credentials across provinces and harmonize apprenticeship requirements 
– when the federal budget has been balanced, allowing Territories to keep revenue from sale of natural resources, as the provinces do 
 

 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
 
Racism & Discrimination 
The party believes that consensual sexual freedom is a fundamental human right and that acceptance and celebration of LGBTQI2+ people and identities are essential for genuine 
social justice and equity. The party affirms that gender identity is each person’s individual experience of gender, that everyone has the right to define and freely express their 
gender, and that intersex people have the right to live with complete bodily autonomy. 
 
The party advocates: 
– repealing all federal laws and policies that are discriminatory on the grounds of sexuality, including Section 159 of the Criminal Code, and that refer to intersex reality as a defect, 
aberration, or by any other derogatory terms 
– establishing a funding program within Health Canada to support community-based organizations offering targeted LGBTQI2+ youth’s mental health and well-being programs, 
including suicide prevention, peer support, coming out, and counselling 
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territorial realities; in short, for that aggregate 
of economic, social, cultural, sports-oriented, 
recreational, professional and political 
expressions to which people spontaneously 
give life and which make it possible for them to 
achieve effective social growth.  This is the 
realm of civil society… This network of 
relationships strengthens the social fabric and 
constitutes the basis of a true community of 
persons, making possible the recognition of 
higher forms of social activity. 
  The political community is established to be 
of service to civil society, from which it 
originates… This vision is challenged by political 
ideologies of an individualistic nature and 
those of a totalitarian character, which tend to 
absorb civil society into the sphere of the 
State.  The political community and civil society 
are not equal in the hierarchy of ends. The 
political community is essentially at the service 
of civil society and, in the final analysis, the 
persons and groups of which civil society is 
composed. 
  The State must provide an adequate legal 
framework for social subjects to engage freely 
in their different activities and it must be ready 
to intervene, when necessary and with respect 
for the principle of subsidiarity, so that the 
interplay between free associations and 
democratic life may be directed to the 
common good.  -185, 417, 418 Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
Subsidiary governments: provinces, 
municipalities, territories, & Aboriginals 
 
The principle of subsidiarity is opposed to 
various forms of centralization, 
bureaucratization, and welfare assistance, and 
to the unjustified and excessive presence of the 
State in public mechanisms…  Just as it is 
gravely wrong to take from individuals what 
they can accomplish by their own initiative and 
industry and give it to the community, so also it 
is an injustice and at the same time a grave 
evil and disturbance of right order to assign to 
a greater and higher association what lesser 
and subordinate organizations can do.  -
185, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 

– funding community-driven education and awareness programs that lead to a greater understanding of intersex realities and the diversity of sexualities and gender identities, and 
referral programs to direct for trans*, non-binary and Two Spirit people to appropriate services 
– ending the discriminatory blood ban 
– banning and condemning the practice of medically unnecessary surgeries on intersex children. 
– banning and condemn the practice of conversion therapy, in all its forms 
– ensuring access to comprehensive sexual health care and gender affirming health care, including hormone 
– treatments and blockers, and gender confirmation surgeries 
 
Conscience & Religion  
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on freedom of conscience or religion. 
 
Freedom of speech; Truth, the press & the media 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on freedom of speech, truth, or the media. 
 
Gender equity 
The party advocates: 
– as a key to establishing equality in the workplace for women, providing universal child care 
– to combat gender-based violence, in collaboration with women’s and Indigenous organizations, develop a comprehensive Canada-wide plan of action – with a timetable and 
dedicated funding – to eliminate violence against women, girls and gender-diverse people 
– implementation of all the recommendations of the Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
– increasing access to shelters by investing $40 million over four years in the Shelter Enhancement Program, providing more than 2,100 new and renovated spaces in first-stage 
shelters and hundreds of spaces in transition houses 
– ensuring that trans*, non-binary, and Two Spirit people, without undertaking surgeries, are able to alter their sex designation on all federally-issued official documents, consistent 
with their gender identity 
– working with social services, community supports, emergency shelters and other frontline organizations to ensure that all LGBTQI2+ young people are cared for and protected 
– ensuring that the national census is designed to reflect the diversity of sex and gender and ask appropriate questions to ensure adequate, safe and effective data collection 
– requiring accessible facilities in all federal buildings, including gender-neutral washrooms, changing facilities, etc. while also re-affirming trans, non-binary and Two Spirit people’s 
right to use whichever facilities with which they identify 
 
Privacy 
The party states that according to the Privacy Commissioner Canada’s privacy legislation is falling behind the norm in other countries. 
 
The party advocates: 
– enacting requirements that the Communications Security Establishment and CSIS get warrants before intruding on Canadians’ communications 
– prohibiting the routine surveillance of Canadians who protest against the government and the sharing of protesters and NGO staff information with the National Energy Board, 
and others 
– significantly increasing the powers of the Privacy Commissioner, in particular to protect identity and personal data, and to enforce privacy laws 
– requiring companies to grant access to all information they hold on an individual, and to delete personal information from company databases when requested by that person, to 
ensure individuals have the “right to be forgotten.” 
– establishing a parliamentary inquiry to recommend modernizing privacy laws governing the burgeoning “internet of things” 
– creating mandatory data breach reporting for all government departments, companies, banks and political parties 
– regulating Facebook, Twitter and other social media platforms to ensure that only actual people, with verifiable identities, are able to publish on those platforms. 
– prohibiting cyber surveillance and bulk collection of data by intelligence and police agencies. 
– requiring internet service providers to release data only when required to do so by warrant, or in verifiable emergency situations. 
– require political parties to follow the Privacy Act, without exceptions. 
 
Private Property 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the right to private property. 
 
Housing 
The party advocates: 
– appointing a Minister of Housing, to strengthen the National Housing Strategy and oversee its implementation in collaboration with provincial ministers, with a target of 25,000 
new and 15,000 rehabilitated units annually for 10 years 
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– increasing the National Housing Co-Investment Fund by $750 million for new construction, and the Canada Housing Benefit by $750 million for rent assistance for 125,000 
households 
– enhancing federal contributions toward housing through direct investments, changes to tax policies, and lending and granting programs 
– creating a national Co-Op housing strategy to encourage more development of co-operative housing 
– eliminating the first-time home buyer grant 
 
Clean Water 
The party has released no specific official statement concerning its policies on the right to clean drinking water. 
 
Food Security 
The party states that: 
– industrialization of food projection has resulted in the ownership by transnational corporations of most of Canadian food supply and agriculture, and causes extreme air and 
water pollution, with elevated risk of food contamination, with high wastage rates of the food supply, while family farmers increasingly relay on off-farm income to survive 
– industrial agriculture contributes nearly ¼ of all climate-changing gasses, and about 8% in Canada, with harmful use of fertilizers, pesticides, and deforestation 
 
The party advocates shifting to mostly local organic production system for both crops and livestock to reduce pollution, help restore the soil, and improve food security and 
conditions for farm animals. 
 
Participation & Subsidiarity 
 
Individual Responsibilities 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on individual responsibilities. 
 
Participation in Civil Society 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the obligation to participate in civil society. 
 
Provinces, Municipalities & Territories 
The party advocates: 
– to support the model of collaborative federalism, working with and ensuring fair treatment for provinces, territories, municipalities and Indigenous Peoples by establishing a 
Council of Canadian Governments to set higher order policy priorities, with the goal of policy coherence to optimize public spending 
– to support municipal government, building on improvements implemented by the Harper and Trudeau governments by giving municipal governments a seat at the policy-making 
table through the Council of Canadian Governments 
– encouraging the use of City Charters which give greater autonomy to cities 
– reducing interest rates charged to municipalities by the Canadian Infrastructure Bank 
– institutionalizing federal transfers to municipalities through the creation of a Municipal Fund 
– allocating one per cent of GST to housing and other municipal infrastructure on an ongoing basis to provide a consistent baseline of funding 
 

 
 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
 
Racism & Discrimination 
The party believes that gender equity and diversity are fundamental to a thriving and successful country that reflects Canadian values and achieves its potential, that the country’s 
economic future depends on all people having equal opportunity to reach their potential, regardless of gender or other identity characteristics. 
 
The party advocates: 
-equal opportunities and diversified paths in education and skills development, at home and abroad., and equal and full participation in the economy 
– elimination of gender-based violence and harassment, promotion of security of the person and access to justice 
– gender equality in leadership roles and at all levels of decision-making 
– proactive measures to eliminate discrimination and ensure that all workers are treated equally 
– allocating $15.6 million to promote diversity in federal government employment 
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– allocating $6.6 million for a legislative task force to study modernization of the Employment Equity Act 
– allocating up to $221 million for Canada’s first-ever Black Entrepreneurship program, including $53 million for a national ecosystem fund to help Black business owners access 
funding, capital, and mentorship, and $6.5 million to create and sustain a Black Entrepreneur Knowledge Hub, to be run by Black-led community and business organizations 
– launching a pilot program to open government procurement bidding opportunities for black owned/operated businesses 
– allocating $33 million over three years to support a 50-30 challenge to promote women, racialized Canadians, LGBTQ2 Canadians, people with disabilities, and Indigenous people 
in business leadership 
 
Conscience & Religion  
The party states that: 
– in 2021, women’s rights should not be up for debate. Yet at least one other party wants to roll back abortion access 
– meanwhile, anti-choice organizations are actively working to spread misinformation about abortion, putting the health and safety of young people and vulnerable women at risk 
– everyone in Canada should have the information they need to freely make decisions over their own bodies and have access to the medical care and services that are their legal 
rights, 
– and no one should be able to withhold access to care 
The party advocates: 
– establishing regulations under the Canada Health Act governing accessibility for sexual and reproductive health services so there is no question, that no matter where someone 
lives, that they have access to publicly available sexual and reproductive health services.  Failure on the part of a province to meet this standard would result in an automatic 
penalty applied against federal health transfers 
– denying charity status to anti-abortion organizations (for example, Crisis Pregnancy Centres) that provide dishonest counseling to women about their rights and about the options 
available to them at all stages of the pregnancy 
 
The party has: 
– required healthcare professionals to act in ways contrary to their beliefs in matters concerning the sanctity of life 
– denied federal government grant money to organizations promoting pro-life policies 
 
Freedom of speech; Truth, the press & the media 
 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on truth, freedom of speech, or the media. 
 
COVID Vaccines 
The party advocates: 
– mandatory vaccines on planes, trains, and in the federal public service 
– support for proof-of-vaccination credentials| 
– safer indoor spaces, like schools and businesses, with better ventilation 
 
Gender equity 
The party: 
– states that gender equity and diversity are fundamental to a thriving and successful country that reflects Canadian values and achieves its potential, that the country’s economic 
future depends on all people having equal opportunity to reach their potential, regardless of gender or other identity characteristics 
– has committed to establishing a task force consisting of diverse experts to create an Action Plan for Women in the Economy, to gather intersectional, diverse advice on advancing 
gender equality and equity over the medium and long terms 
– advocates allocating $50 million over two years to establish a new pilot program for skills training for marginalized women 
 
Privacy 
The party advocates investment of $20.5 million in continuing operation of its COVID-19 exposure notification application. 
 
Private Property 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on private property 
 
Housing 
The party reports that: 
– to minimize the spread of disease, the government has committed to additional funding of approximately $700 million to enable physical distancing, enhanced cleaning, and 
other health capabilities in homeless shelters 
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– in accordance with its commitment to reduce chronic homelessness by 50, it has helped more than 1 million people find safe and affordable housing 
– it is allocating $1 billion to the Rapid Housing Initiative, for construction of modular housing, acquisition of land, and conversion of existing buildings into affordable housing units 
– through the Rental Construction Financing Initiative, it launched in 2017 it has supported construction of more than 10,000 rental units in major cities. To expand the initiative, it 
plans to allocate a further $12 billion in new lending over seven years, to enable construction of further 28,500 rental units 
– to help first-time home buyers, it launched a $1.25 billion fund to assist with purchase costs. The government intends to expand eligibility to those making $150,000 per year. 
 
Clean Water 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the right to clean water. 
 
Food Security 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on food security. 
 
Participation & Subsidiarity 
 
Individual Responsibilities 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on individual responsibilities. 
 
Participation in Civil Society 
The party reports that: 
– it provided wage subsidies, rent and mortgage relief, and partially-forgivable loans of up to $60,000 to more than 790,000 small businesses and non-profits adversely affected by 
the pandemic 
– it provided $20 million to organizations that support veterans facing financial hardship due to the pandemic 
– it provided $200 in support to nearly 3000 food banks and local food service organizations to address emergency hunger relief 
– it provided $100 million for women’s shelters, sexual assault centers, and organizations that provide services to victims of gender-based violence 
– for some businesses, such as tourism and hospitality businesses affected by the pandemic, it is working with private lenders to offer loans on reduced terms 
 
Social & Civic Institutions 
The party reports that it provided up to $100 million in funding to help the Canadian Red Cross meet increased service demands due to the COVID Pandemic. 
The party advocates: 
– providing a further $35 million in 2020-21, to help the Canadian Red Cross respond to the pandemic and other emergencies 
– providing a further $150 million to the Canadian Red Cross and other NGOs, to build and maintain humanitarian workforces to provide pandemic surge capacity 
 
Provinces, Municipalities & Territories 
The party states that: 
– by December 2020 it had provided more than $24 billion to the provinces and territories to fight the pandemic, in addition to normal $85 billion in stabilization transfers 
– by December 2020 it had provided more than 1.5 billion in relief and recovery funds to protect more than 102,000 jobs and 14,700 businesses through the Canada regional 
development agencies, including 
— $568 million for the Westered Economic Region 
— $34 million for the Northern Economic Region 
— $72 million for the Northern Ontario Economic Region 
— $436 for the Southern Ontario Economic Region 
— $281 million for the Quebec Economic Regions 
— $170 million for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 
 
The party advocates: 
-investing a further $19 billion to help provinces, territories and municipalities safely restart their economies following the pandemic, in accordance with priorities agreed with 
provincial and territorial first ministers. 
– allocating $50 million over two years to expand multiculturalism and fight hate-motivated crimes by municipalities 
– amending the fiscal stabilization program to provide more effective support for provinces facing extraordinary drops in revenues by indexing payments to total Canadian growth 
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Civil Rights & Liberties 
The party has released no official statements concerning its policies on: 
– freedom of conscience & religion 
– freedom of speech, truth, or the media 
– private property 
 
Racism & Discrimination 
The party advocates: 
– working with provinces, territories, and Indigenous governments to support innovative models of community policing 
– ensuring that all major cities have dedicated hate crime units, and convening a national working group to counter online hate 
– ending the ban on blood donations by men who have sex with men 
– developing a national action plan to ban conversion therapy for minors in Canada 
– working with the provinces to ensure that there is equal access to gender confirming surgery across the country, and that such procedures and medications are covered by public 
health plans 
– establishing a clear and permanent path for resettlement of LGBTQ/2S+ refuges, to replace the current piece-meal approach that deals only with emergency cases, as they arise 
– adding sexual orientation, gender identity, and expression to the Employment Equity Act, in order to address disadvantages experienced by LGBTQ/2S+ people, and particularly 
transgender people, in finding work 
– convening a national working group to counter online hate and protect public safety, and ensure social media platforms are responsible for removal of hateful and extremist 
content before it can do harm 
– banning racial carding by police, including a review of collection and use of information gathered by carding 
– create a national task force to develop a response to systemic over-representation of Indigenous and Black Canadians in federal prisons, including increasing judicial discretion at 
sentencing, culturally-appropriate bail programs, and restorative and community justice 
– a comprehensive review of the racialized wage gap 
 
Gender Equity 
The party believes that: 
– our families, communities, and country are stronger when women thrive, and that it is still too common for women to experience discrimination and gender-based violence, 
particularly if they are members of a marginalized community. 
– gender equity is a fundamental value for the party, and that it is committed to building a Canada in which no one is left behind 
– women currently earn 32% less than men, and less than that for racialized, Indigenous, and immigrant women, and disabled women. 
 
The party advocates: 
– as a priority, ending gender-based wage discrimination, requiring employers to be transparent about pay and enacting tough, pro-active legislation and regulations 
– to ensure that women’s organizations have stable funding, developing a national action plan to end gender-based violence, and providing funding to ensure that shelters and 
other programs are available across the country 
– so that women do not have to choose between children and career, implementing national not-for-profit child care that is affordable by all 
– in order to reduce obstacles to women’s political participation, reforming the electoral system and introducing legislation to encourage political parties to run more women 
candidates 
 
Housing 
The party states that: 
– everyone should have the right to a safe and affordable place to call home, that workers should be able to live close to work, including in the hearts of large cities, that young 
people should be able to live in the neighborhoods they grew up in, and that seniors should not be forced to move from their communities. 
– before the pandemic, more than 1.7 million families spent more than 30% of their income on housing 
 
The party advocates: 
– creating 500,000 units of quality affordable housing over ten years, by investing $5 billion dollars during the first 18 months of a mix of partnerships with provinces and 
municipalities 
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– to kick-start the construction of housing co-ops, setting up dedicated fast-start funds to streamline application processes 
– spurring construction of affordable rental homes by waiving the federal portion of applicable HST/GST 
 
Food Security 
The party states that Canada ranked 37th of 41 countries in access to nutritious food for children, according to UNICEF 
The party advocates: 
– partnering with provinces, municipalities, territories and Indigenous communities to develop a national school nutrition program, to give every child in Canada access to healthy 
food and understanding of nutrition 
– supporting local food producers by encouraging local food hubs, community-supported agriculture, local distribution of food 
– development of a national food policy and food waste strategy 
– supporting Indigenous food sovereignty and access to healthy food 
– reforming the Nutrition North program to improve food security for northern families 
 
Clean Water 
The party believes that it is past time for the federal government to step up and fund the services and infrastructures that Indigenous communities need to thrive, including 
investments required to ensure clean water and lift all drinking water advisories on Indigenous lands. 
 
The party advocates supporting Indigenous-led water management and on-reserve emergency management training programs and water. 
 
Participation & Subsidiarity 
 
Individual Responsibilities 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on responsibilities or obligations of individuals. 
 
Participation in Civil Society 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– the importance of participation in society 
– the role of social or civic institutions 
 
Provinces, Municipalities & Territories 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the rights or responsibilities of provinces, territories, or municipalities. 
 
Privacy 
The party advocates enhancing the power of the Privacy Commissioner to make and enforce orders. 
 

 
Civil Rights 
The party states that: 
– the rights of Canadians to freely hold and express beliefs are being eroded at an alarming speed under the current government 
– some government decisions even require that Canadians renounce their most deeply held moral convictions and express opinions they disagree with, for example through the 
denial of summer job funding to organizations, including charities, that would not sign an attestation supporting abortion, and the passage of bill C-16 as part of a trend to force 
Canadians to express support for the existence of various gender identities beyond the biological categories of male and female 
– the government is also considering bringing back Section 13 of the Canadian Human Rights Act, a hate speech provision that was repealed by the preceding government in 2013 
– history and social scientific research show that freedom of conscience and freedom of expression, when maximally protected, advance the intellectual life of a nation, foster 
greater ideological diversity and societal understanding, and nurture other freedoms necessary for a successful democracy 
– Section 2 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees citizens freedom of conscience and religion, as well as freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, 
including freedom of the press and other media of communication 
 
The party advocates: 



    

Compiled by Catholic Conscience from official publications of the registered parties available as 
of September 2, 2021.  This document provides only a snapshot of party policies – please check 

official party websites for a complete and up-to-date picture.  Please vote. 

– restricting the definition of hate speech in the Criminal Code to expression which explicitly advocates the use of force against identifiable groups or persons based on protected 
criteria such as religion, race, ethnicity, sex, or sexual orientation 
– repealing any existing legislation or regulation curtailing free speech on the internet and preventing the reinstatement of section 13 of the Canadian Human Rights Act 
– ensuring that Canadians can exercise their freedom of conscience to its fullest extent as it is intended under the Charter and are not discriminated against because of their moral 
convictions 
– withholding federal funding from any post-secondary institution shown to be violating the freedom of expression of its students or faculty 
 

 

Points to Ponder: Rights & Responsibilities; Subsidiarity 
 
Consider asking your local candidates, elected representatives, and the parties the following questions, and discussing their answers with your family, friends, neighbours, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
 
As we enter a COVID recovery phase, concerns have been raised regarding federal and provincial tracking, retention, and use of private information, including for example information required for vaccine passports. 
– to what extent is the collection and use of such information by governments appropriate, and to what extent should it be limited?  How important is the right of privacy during a time of perceived emergency such as a pandemic, 
and to what types of personal information does it apply? 
 
Civic & Individual Responsibilities 
 
It is clear that the nation and our provinces owe their citizens great respect for each of a broad range of human rights.  But with rights come responsibilities.  What responsibilities do individuals have toward their communities, 
provinces, the nation, and the world?  For example, to what extent are citizens called to: 
– Live sustainable lifestyles, for example by conserving energy, avoiding waste, and ensuring that they minimize their impact on future generations? 
– Participate in society, for example through informed voting, continued engagement with candidates and elected representatives, and keeping up responsibly with the news? 
– Lend a hand to their neighbours, for example by volunteering at home or within the community, in addition to paying taxes? 
– In addition to human and civil rights, many parties speak of things Canadians and others “deserve.”  How do the parties determine what citizens do or do not deserve?  Do they apply predictable, objective criteria in making such 
determinations, or can such determinations sometimes seem arbitrary and unfair, or, in the context of elections, opportunistic?  What criteria should be applied? 
– As lists of our defined rights expand, how do we reconcile conflicts between them?  And how should they be enforced, and by whom? 
 
Government and Civil Society 
– To what extent, if any, should powers or responsibilities of federal, provincial, or local governments be expanded, reduced, or redistributed in order to ensure that individuals, public interest groups, and service organizations have 
opportunities to employ their lives and talents in the service of others, and the common good?  To what extent should those powers be shared with non-governmental entities?  What roles should other social institutions – for 
example, the Church, schools, and civic organizations – play in increasing social and civic equity and caring for all? 
 
Gender Equity 
Some parties appear to have called for imposition of strict gender balance in industry and of immigrant participation in teaching, and front-line workers 
– To what extent is it appropriate for a government to mandate and enforce strict numerical balance (as opposed to equality of opportunity, or equity) of gender, racial, and immigration or status representation in all fields and 
industries?  What goals do such measures serve?  Are such measures appropriate in all circumstances, or do any conditions apply?  Is it possible that imbalances in some fields are either voluntary, a consequence of natural diversity 
and difference, or otherwise culturally appropriate? 
 
Social Health Care 
– To what extent is it appropriate for federal, state, or local governments to provide taxpayer-supported health care to citizens?  Is it appropriate to give any medical services to anyone, any time they ask?  If not, how can one 
properly and even-handedly determine which needs should be met at public expense? 
– To what extent is it appropriate to rely on private service providers, including non-profit and community organizations, such as church-supported hospitals, to provide health care services?  For example, it can sometimes seem 
that care for the whole person – including for example spiritual care – is lacking when care is provided by various institutions.  Would it be beneficial to make spiritual and other sorts of specialized care, in addition to general health 
care, available through institutions such as religious organizations? What are the costs and benefits of providing services through the government, private businesses, charities, or other community organizations? 
– In a publicly-funded healthcare system, is it fair for governments – and taxpayers – to expect individuals to make any efforts to maintain their own health?  As a recent example, is it fair for those who spurn recommendations of 
responsible health authorities during pandemics, and become sick as a result, to look to society at large to carry the burden of their health care? 
– Under what conditions, if any, is it just to require health care providers or practitioners to participate in morally questionable practices such as abortion or assisted death, when it is contrary to their understanding of morality or 
their religious beliefs? 
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Solidarity 
Supporting the Marginalized  |  Indigenous Peoples  |  Rural Communities  |  Immigration & Newcomers 

 
Solidarity is found in a commitment to the 
good of one’s neighbour. The good of one is 
the good of all, and the other is as important 
as the self. Injustice done to another is an 
injustice that affects everyone. – 193, 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 

 
Support for the Marginalized and the 

Vulnerable 
 
Some people are born into economically stable 
families, receive a fine education, grow up well 
nourished, or naturally possess great talent. 
They will certainly not need a proactive state; 
they need only claim their freedom. Yet the 
same rule clearly does not apply to a disabled 
person, to someone born in dire poverty, to 
those lacking a good education and with little 
access to adequate health care. If a society is 
governed primarily by the criteria of market 
freedom and efficiency, there is no place for 
such persons, and fraternity will remain just 
another vague ideal.  Pope Francis – Fratelli 
tutti, 109 
 
   So many needy brothers and sisters are 
waiting for help, so many who are oppressed 
are waiting for justice, so many who are 
unemployed are waiting for a job, so many 
peoples are waiting for respect.  How can it be 
that even today there are still people dying of 
hunger? Condemned to illiteracy? Lacking the 
most basic medical care? Without a roof over 
their head? The scenario of poverty can 
extend indefinitely, if in addition to its 
traditional forms we think of its newer 
patterns. These new patterns often affect 
financially affluent sectors and groups which 
are nevertheless threatened by despair at the 
lack of meaning in their lives, by drug 
addiction, by fear of abandonment in old age 
or sickness, by marginalization or social 
discrimination… –5 Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 

Disabilities, Mental Health & Addictions 

 
 

Solidarity 
The Bloc has released no official statements concerning its policies on: 
– the marginalized & vulnerable 
– the disabled 
– mental health care 
– addictions 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
The Bloc states that several Aboriginal communities in Quebec are successful in economic, social and cultural matters, but that serious socio-economic problems persist. 
 
The party advocates: 
– implementation of the full terms of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
– working towards the administrative autonomy of aboriginal communities, particularly in the areas of education, justice and culture – on the model of the Paix des Braves. 
– ensuring that Aboriginal police services are recognized as essential services within the meaning of the law and can benefit from guaranteed long-term funding, on the same basis 
as other police services. 
 
Rural Communities 
The Bloc has released no specific statement concerning its policies on rural communities. 
 
Immigrants & Newcomers 
The Bloc states that: 
– Quebec is a society open to the world and united, and that Quebecers are welcoming and happy to see newcomers joining us and helping Quebec move forward. In order to 
ensure smooth and efficient integration, it is necessary to establish a social contract 
– it is concerned that that Canada has chosen multiculturalism which invites newcomers to stay the same and act as if they were in their countries of origin 
– the Quebec model of integration is incompatible with multiculturalism, and advocates that newcomers to Quebec subscribe to a social contract that includes the separation of 
Church and State, equality between women and men and French, the common language. 
 
The party advocates: 
– reintroduction of a bill exempting Quebec from the application of the Multiculturalism Act 
– requiring knowledge of French as a condition of citizenship for applicants from Quebec 
– a right for Quebec to veto any federal decision to deport refugees. We are living together 
The party has undertaken to work actively to strengthen its relations with Quebec communities hosting provincial immigrant, to better understand issues faced newcomers to 
Quebec. 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 

Solidarity 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– the marginalized & vulnerable 
– care for the disabled 
– mental health care 
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Persons with disabilities are fully human 
subjects, with rights and duties: “in spite of the 
limitations and sufferings affecting their bodies 
and faculties, they point up more clearly the 
dignity and greatness of man.” Persons with 
disabilities are to be helped to participate in 
every dimension of family and social life at 
every level accessible to them and according to 
their possibilities… They too need to love and 
to be loved, they need tenderness, closeness 
and intimacy according to their capacities.  – 
148, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 

Indigenous Peoples & Reconciliation 
 
The relationship of Indigenous peoples to their 
lands and resources deserves particular 
attention, since it is a fundamental expression 
of their identity. These peoples offer an 
example of a life lived in harmony with the 
environment that they have come to know well 
and to preserve. Their extraordinary 
experience, which is an irreplaceable resource 
for all humanity, runs the risk of being lost 
together with the environment from which 
they originate.  – 471, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
The Canadian Catholic Church supports the 
work of the Truth and Reconciliation 
commission.  We are called to support thriving 
Indigenous communities in Canada, rooted in 
their unique cultures and traditions. 
 

Northern & Rural Communities 
 
Looking after the common good means making 
use of the new opportunities for the 
redistribution of wealth to the benefit of the 
underprivileged that until now have been 
excluded or cast to the sidelines of social and 
economic progress.    Too often, social services 
and infrastructure development suffer from 
neglect in rural areas.  – 299, 300, 363, 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church. 
 
Agricultural labour merits special 
attention… considering the many problems 

 
Addictions 
The party states that: 
– marijuana is a gateway drug, impairs judgment and contributes to traffic fatalities 
– pregnant mothers who use marijuana pass THC to their pre-born children 
 
The party advocates: 
– eliminating publicly-funded safe drug injection sites 
– re-criminalizing the possession and sale of recreational marijuana 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
The party states that The Indian Act is outdated and must be replaced with legislation based on: 
– recognition of prior occupancy by first peoples. 
– restitution, where and as appropriate 
– reconciliation leading to full participation in Canadian society for all Canadians. 
 
Rural & Agricultural Communities 
The party states that a nation that cannot feed itself cannot survive. 
The party advocates: 
– development of a national food strategy 
– making food production a high national priority 
– support and encouragement for the institution of the Family Farm. 
 
Immigrants & Newcomers 
The party states that: 
– the Canadian government MUST protect Canadian citizens 
– immigration is a privilege, not a right 
The party advocates: 
– strict enforcement at the border, and restriction of entry to those coming in legally through official ports of entry 
– requiring all immigrants to demonstrate loyalty to Canada and to Canadian values 
– only Canadian citizens should be allowed to vote or hold office 

 

 
 
Solidarity 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– protecting the marginalized and vulnerable 
– mental health care 
 
Disabilities 
The party advocates: 
– a national disability act to promote reasonable access to medical care, education, employment, transportation, and housing for Canadians with disabilities 
– increasing financial support for persons with disabilities by easing qualifications for the Disability Tax Credit 
 
Addictions 
The party advocates: 
– revising federal policy to make recovery the overarching goal, and investment in community recovery centres 
– a national education campaign focusing on the dangers of drug use 
– partnering with communities to clean up used needles in public spaces 
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that need to be met in the context of an ever 
more globalized economy as well as its growing 
significance in safeguarding the natural 
environment. Radical and urgent changes are 
therefore needed in order to restore to 
agriculture — and to rural people — their just 
value as the basis for a healthy economy… – 
363, 299 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church. 

 
Immigrants & Newcomers 

 
Ideally, unnecessary migration ought to be 
avoided; this entails creating in countries of 
origin the conditions needed for a dignified life 
and integral development. Yet until substantial 
progress is made in achieving this goal, we are 
obliged to respect the right of all individuals 
to find a place that meets their basic 
needs and those of their families, and where 
they can find personal fulfilment. Our response 
to the arrival of migrating persons can be 
summarized by four words: welcome, protect, 
promote and integrate. – Pope Francis, Fratelli 
tutti, 129 
 
In the modern world, where there are still 
grave inequalities between rich countries and 
poor countries, and where advances in 
communications quickly reduce distances, the 
immigration of people looking for a better life 
is on the increase. These people come from 
less privileged areas of the earth and their 
arrival in developed countries is often 
perceived as a threat to the high levels of well-
being achieved thanks to decades of economic 
growth.  In most cases, however, immigrants 
fill a labour need which would otherwise 
remain unfilled…   Institutions in host 
countries must keep careful watch to prevent 
the spread of the temptation to exploit 
foreign labourers, denying them the same 
rights enjoyed by nationals, rights that are to 
be guaranteed to all without discrimination. – 
297, 298, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 
We are called to welcome immigrants and 
refugees with generosity and good will, as if 
they were Jesus Christ himself.  Matthew, 
Chapter 25 

 
Indigenous Peoples 
The party believes that it is a fundamental obligation of the federal government to improve the living conditions of Aboriginal Canadians 
The party advocates: 
– administration of existing federal aboriginal programs in accordance with a legislated framework for aboriginal expenditures, and principles of self-government, transparency, 
respect for the Constitution, a comprehensive settlement of all claims, and economic sustainability 
– appointment of a minister for consulting Indigenous rights holders 
– to promote conversations between Indigenous communities and resource project proponents, providing $10 million per year to organizations that foster collaboration 
– because climate change disproportionately impacts Indigenous peoples, especially those in remote and Northern communities and those working in mining and forestry, ensuring 
that Indigenous communities are considered in mitigation and adaptation activities 
– with Indigenous leaders and communities, reviewing the Indian Act and other policies to remove barriers to Indigenous prosperity 
– modernizing Indigenous government to shift accountability from federal government to people served by Indigenous leaders 
– to advance reconciliation, continue efforts to provide clean drinkable water to Indigenous communities 
– develop a national action plan to resolve cases of missing and murdered Indigenous women 
 
The North, Rural & Agricultural Communities 
The party advocates: 
– to help politicians see policy through the perspective of rural Canadians, ensuring that all Cabinet decisions are reviewed for their effects on rural areas 
– ensuring that a portion of all federal infrastructure and advertising expenditure is dedicated to rural projects, and encourage tourism to remote parts of the country 
– when the federal budget has been balanced, allowing Territories to keep revenue from sale of natural resources, as the provinces do 
– fostering diversity and responsible development of industries in small towns and villages by encouraging innovation the development of small businesses 
– making substantial infrastructure investments in the territories, particularly transportation infrastructure 
– encouraging private sector investment in broadband infrastructure 
– depoliticizing regional development agencies such as ACOA, WED, FEDNOR, and CED-Q 
– in punishing criminals, adding aggravated sentencing factors for those who target rural communities to gain advantage from remoteness of police 
– ensuring that RCMP deployments for major events do not leave rural areas without police coverage 
– working with the Insurance Bureau of Canada to reduce rates for rural homeowners who have security devices 
– set aside a portion of all spectrum auctions for rural Canada, to maximise high-speed rural connectivity 
– to enhance the workforce in rural and Northern communities, encouraging new economic immigrants to consider jobs in remote parts of the country 
– providing $250 million for improving small craft harbours, including those that support lobster and shellfish aquaculture 
– working to curtail seafood labelling fraud 
– working to eliminate abandoned and lost ‘ghost gear’ 
– enact a modern, workable Aquaculture Act 
 
Immigrants & Newcomers 
The party states that privately-sponsored refugees earn more and depend less on government support than publicly-supported newcomers. 
The party advocates: 
– a non-partisan, welcoming and well-managed immigration system based on a fair, transparent and efficient process; compassionate measures to assist in family reunification; 
success in encouraging immigration by skilled individuals; transparency in process; respect for Canada’s humanitarian tradition of providing safe haven for refugees 
– working with provinces and municipalities to ensure that adequate and equitable resources are available, including language instruction 
– removing annual caps on the number of privately-sponsored refugees 
– reduce wait times for privately-sponsored refugees 
– prioritizing genocide survivors, LGBTQ+ individuals, and internally-displaced people 
– to better protect refugees from persecution based on sexual orientation, HIV, gender identity or expression, making the Rainbow Refugee Assistance Project a permanent 
government program 
– continued settlement support, including language training, credential recognition, and services for the vulnerable 
 

 
Solidarity 



    

Compiled by Catholic Conscience from official publications of the registered parties available as 
of September 2, 2021.  This document provides only a snapshot of party policies – please check 

official party websites for a complete and up-to-date picture.  Please vote. 

 
“When a stranger sojourns with you in your 
land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger 
who sojourns with you shall be to you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”  23 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, citing Lev. 19:33-34 
 

The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on: 
– protecting the marginalized & vulnerable 
– care for disabilities 
 
Mental Health & Addictions 
The party advocates: 
– addressing the opioid crisis as a health-care issue, not a criminal issue, by declaring a national health emergency 
– decriminalizing drug possession, and ensuring that people have access to a screened supply and the medical support they need to combat their addictions 
– increasing funding to community-based organizations to test drugs and make Naloxone kits widely available to treat overdoses 
– establishing a national mental health strategy and a suicide prevention strategy to address the growing anxieties plaguing Canadians regarding inequality and availability of work 
and affordable housing, the climate crisis, social isolation, resurgent racial, and other harms and risks 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
The party states that: 
- Canada has a profound legal obligation to reconcile and provide restitution for colonial relations marked by violent expropriation, displacement, and forced assimilation that have 
undermined the cultural, governance and economic foundations of the Indigenous Peoples of this land 
- it supports all Indigenous Peoples’ efforts to emerge from positions of disadvantage in which Canada has placed them, including support for cultural revitalization and healing 
 
The party advocates: 
– legislation to adopt all 46 articles of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as Canadian law 
– respect for Indigenous sovereignty over all self-defined and self-governed First Nations, Metis, and Inuit lands, including the right to stewardship 
– repeal of the Indian Act as racist in view of its use of who is and who is not an Indian and infringes on the right of First Nations people to define themselves. 
– endorsement of the comprehensive agenda prepared by the Assembly of First Nations for the 2019 election 
– creation of an independent body to decide Indigenous lands and treaty claims 
– negotiation with Indigenous Peoples over primary hunting, fishing, trapping and logging rights on traditional lands, especially lands under federal jurisdiction, subject to standards 
of sustainable harvesting and traditional ecological knowledge 
– repudiation of the doctrine of terra nullius and the doctrine of discovery 
– affirmation of the inherent right of Indigenous communities to determine child and family services, and ensuring sufficient funding to ensure that families are kept together 
– implementation of the calls to action of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission, and recommendations of the Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
– development of language- and culture-specific Indigenous education curricula 
– support for transmission, proliferation and regeneration of Indigenous cultural works and languages 
– education of non-Indigenous Canadians on the histories, cultures, traditions and cultures of First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples of Turtle Island 
– improvement of critical infrastructure to ensure safe water access in all Indigenous communities 
– prioritizing high quality safe and affordable housing, particularly in the North 
– consulting with Arctic and Northern residents to assure food security through agriculture 
– healthcare services that incorporate traditional practices and recognize the role of elders and extended family 
– increased resources for maternal and infant care, treatment for diabetes and tuberculosis 
 
Rural & Agricultural Communities 
The party advocates: 
– leveraging Canada Post’s nationwide presence and infrastructure to accomplish a more diversified suite of services, as suggested by the postal worker’s union 
– restoring historical home delivery services of CP 
– to reduce pollution and congestion, instituting last-stage local delivery by CP of packages from online deliveries 
– training CP mail carriers to check on those who live alone, or have mobility challenges 
– establishing banking and public high-speed internet access in post offices 
– allowing community meetings to be held in post offices, where space permits 
– providing electric vehicle charging stations in post office parking lots 
 
Immigrants & Newcomers 
 
The party states that: 
– newcomers are a source of incredible skills and potential for our country 
– with the Canadian demographic imbalances increasing the burden of younger generations to support an aging population, Canada must review its immigration policy 
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The party advocates: 
– ensuring that all migrants are supported achieving their hopes and ambitions as new Canadian 
– ensuring that professional licensing requirements are clearly explained to immigrants prior to entry to Canada 
– working with professional associations to expedite accreditation and expand opportunities for immigrants 
– establishing a new category of environmental refugees for those displaced by climate change 
– greatly increasing funding for training in official languages for new immigrants 
– working with municipalities to improve integration of immigrants on a multicultural basis 
– replacing the temporary foreign worker program with programs providing pathways to permanent residence 
– establishing a complaints commission to oversee Canada Border Services Agency 
– establishing pathways to permanent residence for 200.000 persons living in Canada without official status 
– terminating the Safe Third Country agreement with the US 
– increasing penalties for human smuggling 
– investigating charges by the UN Human Rights Commission of Canadian complicity in torture 
– speeding up procedures for reunification of immigrant families, especially to reunite children and parents 
 

 
 
Solidarity 
 
Disabilities 
The party reports that it provided those eligible for the Disability Tax Credit or the Canada Pension Plan Disability or corresponding Quebec or veterans benefits additional support 
of up to $600 
The party advocates allocating $65 million to create inclusive workplaces and support career advancement for disabled people. 
 
Mental Health 
The Party reports that: 
– it has invested $500 million through the Safe Restart Agreement to address immediate needs and gaps in support and protection of those challenged by mental health, substance 
abuse, or homelessness issues 
– in addition, the government has funded development of virtual mental health care applications and launched the free portal Wellness Together Canada, which between April and 
December 2020 received 648,000 distinct visitors and provided 1.8 million counselling sessions 
 
The party advocates allocating an additional $93 million to bolster distress centers and the Wellness Together Canada portal 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
The party reports that: 
– pursuant to its 2015 promise of a new relationship with Indigenous Peoples, it continue to make progress toward a co-developed, distinctions-based approach to improving health 
and well being for Indigenous peoples, and that it remains committed to walking the road of reconciliation 
– by December 2020 it spent $625 million to help First Nations, Inuit, Metis and other Indigenous communities and organizations provide support for those fighting COVID-19 
– the government provided $117 in grants to support operating costs for First Nations, Inuit, and Metis community-owned or collective businesses 
– in addition, the party government funded $306.8 million in loans to help small and medium-sized indigenous businesses, and Aboriginal financial institutions. 
 
The party advocates: 
– confronting the legacy of residential schools 
– continuing work to eliminate all clean long-term drinking water advisories 
– action to confront systemic racism against Indigenous peoples especially in the justice system and health care 
– launching an Indigenous Urban, Rural and Northern Housing Strategy 
– protecting the wellbeing of Indigenous children and families 
– allocating a further $380 million in 2020-21 to help the Indigenous Community Support Fund meet the needs of Indigenous Communities during the second wave of the pandemic 
– allocating a further $112 million for First Nations to support a safe return to schools on reserve 
– allocating a further $206 million to support a safe restart in Indigenous communities, including adaptation of infrastructure and safety in early childhood and post-secondary 
institutions 
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– allocating a further $332.8 million in 2021-22 to offset declines in First Nations, Inuit, and Metis community revenues 
– allocating $144.2 million for training and support for young and vulnerable indigenous people 
– allocating $1.5 billion starting in 2020-21 to accelerate work to lift all drinking-water advisories in First Nations communities 
– to address long-standing elevated effects of mercury poisoning in the Ausbpeeschoseewagong and Wabaseemoong First Nations communities, allocating $200.1 million over 5 
years to support development of a mercury treatment plant center in each community 
– in response to the call for a national enquiry into missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls, allocating $781.5 million over five years, and $106.3 million per year 
thereafter to combat systemic discrimination against Indigenous peoples, including $43.9 million to support implementation of Gladue Principles in the mainstream justice system, 
$8.1 to develop administration agreements to strengthen community-based justice systems, and $724.1 million to launch a comprehensive strategy to provide support for 
Indigenous women, children, and LGBTQ and two-spirit people facing discrimination and violence, including shelters 
 
Northern, Rural & Agricultural Communities 
The party reports that it provided more than $272 million to support northern communities and businesses during the COVID pandemic, to bolster territorial preparedness and 
response, and ensure that nutritious food and hygiene products are available to northern residents 
 
The party advocates investing an additional $1.75 billion in such efforts. 
 
Refugees & Newcomers 
The party states that it is committed to an immigration system that supports economic growth and diversity. 
 
The party advocates: 
– providing $72.1 million to support immigration at about 1 percent of the national population per year, or more than 400.000 new permanent residents per year 
– allocating an additional $15 in 2021-2022 for development of the Foreign Credential Recognition Program, to attract 15,000 skilled immigrants 
 

 
The marginalized & vulnerable 
 
Disabilities 
The party advocates: 
– adherence to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and strengthen the Canada Accessibility Act to cover all federal agencies equally 
– review of all income security programs, to address an unacceptable rate of poverty among Canadians living with a disability 
– expansion of equal-opportunity employment programs for the disabled 
– for those facing serious illnesses, extending sickness benefits under Employment Insurance to 50 weeks 
– creating a pilot program to allow workers with episodic disabilities access to benefits 
– in addition to universal pharmacare, restoring door-to-door mail delivery 
– development of a national autism strategy 
 
Addictions 
The party states that 11 Canadians die each day from opioid-related causes, and that every part of the country has been impacted, although the vulnerable and marginalized are 
disproportionately affected. 
The party advocates: 
– declaring a public health emergency and working to destigmatize drug addiction 
– supporting provincial overdose prevention sites 
– seeking compensation from drug companies involved in fueling the opioid crisis 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
The party states that Canada’s relationship with Indigenous peoples has been deeply troubled and must change, that Indigenous peoples have been denied the basic human rights 
such as family and property rights. 
 
The party advocates a new approach, based on the recognition of the inherent rights of Indigenous peoples and including: 
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– full implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People and the 94 Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
– development of a National Action Plan for Reconciliation, and establishment of a National Council for Reconciliation 
– respect for free, prior and informed consent from Indigenous communities affected by government policies 
– recognition of and respect for Treaty rights, with support for Indigenous Nations that seek to build and re-build governance structures 
– development of an Arctic Policy Framework which includes adoption of an Inuit Nunangat policy and addressing a massive infrastructure deficit in Northern communities 
– recognition of Metis self-determination and respect for the policies of the Metis National Council 
– revitalization of the diversity of Indigenous languages 
– establishment of a National Day for Truth & Reconciliation 
– immediate action to respect, support, and resource Indigenous jurisdiction over child welfare systems, with committed long-term funding 
– respecting orders of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal to stop chronically underfunding on-reserve child welfare services, and implementation of the Spirit Bear Plan 
– address the chronic Indigenous housing crisis by implementing co-developed First Nations, Metis, and Inuit housing strategies, including addressing mould issues and making 
Indigenous homes more energy efficient 
– ensuring that every child is provided a safe place to learn, on or off reserve, and implement Shennen’s Dream of equitable access to education, backed by Federal investments and 
infrastructure 
– support Indigenous students and help them bridge the gap to post-secondary education through expanded financial assistance and increased educational opportunities for 
children who grew up in care 
– working with provinces to establish Indigenous history education programs for all Canadians, based on Calls to Action 62 and 63 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
– ensuring that Indigenous people get the treatment they need in their community through investments in health care infrastructure and diagnostic equipment 
– working in partnership with Indigenous communities to improve access to mental health and addiction treatment services 
– supporting Indigenous health self-determination 
– recognizing that ongoing trauma caused by colonialism and residential schools will require long-term partnership and reliable, ongoing funding 
– working with Indigenous communities to encourage economic opportunities and create good jobs in Indigenous communities all across the country through infrastructure 
investments and expanded internet and cell service for rural and remote communities, and working with Indigenous entrepreneurs to find solutions for accessing capital and scale 
up, investing in Indigenous social enterprise projects and entrepreneurship. 
– to help smaller Indigenous communities, providing dedicated regional economic development support. 
– creation of a Northern Infrastructure Fund, to accelerate investment on roads and broadband internet 
– implementation of the Calls for Justice of the report of the Inquiry on missing and murdered Indigenous women 
– establishing a comprehensive plan to address violence against Indigenous women 
– ensuring equal rights of women to pass on the ability to qualify for Indian status registration 
– ensuring that Indigenous women, girls, and Two-Spirit people are ensured equitable access and self-determination over land, culture, language, housing, child care, income 
security, employment, education, and physical, mental, sexual, and spiritual health. 
– to end systematic discrimination in the justice system, implement Calls to Action 30, 31, and 32 by increasing discretionary power of judges at sentencing, ensuring equitable bail 
procedures, and focus on healing and restorative justice rather than incarceration 
– enhancing resources for Indigenous policing, and ending discriminatory practices such as carding 
– ensuring that First Nations, Metis, and Inuit peoples have a seat at high-level decision-making tables to help direct climate-change efforts in Canada 
– expand the Indigenous Guardians Program and invest in Indigenous-led science, and support the creation of Indigenous-managed protected areas 
– work with Indigenous communities to develop disaster plans to deal with emergencies lie wildfires, floods, and other climate-related disasters 
 
Rural Communities 
The party advocates: 
– improved access to in-person government services in rural communities 
– expansion of the Volunteer Firefighters tax Credit and ensure federal funding for rural and Indigenous police services 
– implementing affordable wireless and broadband internet access in all communities at rates comparable to those paid in other countries 
– working closely with provinces to establish job training priorities and creating a new Workers Development and Opportunities Fund to expand training opportunities beyond those 
who qualify for EI 
– developing a model of postal banking, to help nearly two million Canadians access affordable, quality banking services 
– ensuring that all communities have access to affordable transit services, including restoration of cancelled bus services in Western Canada 
– to help retain families, attract workers, and end migration out of Northern and rural communities, implementing a tax credit for graduates to work in Northern communities 
– ensuring stable funding for rural infrastructure programs 
– partnering with provinces, municipalities, territories and Indigenous communities to develop a national school nutrition program, to give every child in Canada access to healthy 
food and understanding of nutrition 
– supporting local food producers by encouraging local food hubs, community-supported agriculture, local distribution of food 
– development of a national food policy and food waste strategy 
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– supporting Indigenous food sovereignty and access to healthy food 
– reforming the Nutrition North program to improve food security for northern families 
 
Immigrants & Newcomers 
The party states that immigration policies should be rooted in values of fairness, respect, and dignity. 
The party advocates: 
– ensuring that Canadian immigration policies respond to Canada’s labour force needs and recognize people’s experiences, contributions, and ties to Canada. 
– working with provinces to address gaps in settlement services and improve recognition of foreign credentials 
– to make family reunification a priority, end the cap on applications to sponsor parents and grandparents 
– regulation of immigration consultants 
– treating immigrant caregivers with respect and dignity by granting them status without delay 
– in view of the unprecedented worldwide refugee crisis, ending the backlog of asylum seekers and working with communities to resettle refugees 
– suspending the Safe Third Country agreement with the US, to allow asylum claims to be made at official border crossings 
  

 
The party has published no official statement concerning its polices on outreach to the marginalized and vulnerable, including those living with disabilities or addictions 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
The party states that: 
– the indigenous population of Canada is extremely diversified, and accounts for about 5% of Canada’s population and comprises First Nations, Inuit and Metis. There are more than 
600First Nations communities dispersed across the country. More than half of First Nations Canadians don’t live on reserves 
– Indigenous issues are also very complex. Some communities are prosperous, others much poorer than the Canadian average. Many suffer from acute social problems, including 
crime, domestic violence, substance abuse and suicide. Many don’t have the basic services that we take for granted such as access to clean water 
– additional issues facing Indigenous peoples include treaty negotiations, housing, and property rights on reserves 
– it is not possible to address more than a few of these issues in the context of this election platform 
 
The party advocates: 
– prioritizing its response on the basis of its four key principles: 
 
Respect 
The party states that many injustices were committed in the past by the Canadian government towards indigenous peoples. We cannot rewrite the past, but only seek the best way 
to live together harmoniously in the future. This relationship must be based on mutual respect and a balanced approach taking into account the needs of the Indigenous population 
and the interests of the Canadian population as a whole 
The party advocates: 
– exploring options to replace the paternalistic Indian Act, which keeps indigenous peoples in a state of dependency and allows the federal government to control most aspects of 
their lives, with a new legal framework that guarantees equal rights and responsibilities to Indigenous people as Canadians, and promotes the self-reliance of communities 
– respecting our Constitution and treaties, reaffirming the federal government’s power to approve natural resources and infrastructure projects, after adequate consultations with 
affected indigenous groups, and in partnership with them to ensure they can benefit from these economic opportunities 
 
Freedom 
The party states that lack of real private property on reserves is in part  responsible for the poor state of housing and the social ills that derive from it, and is one of the greatest 
impediments to economic development 
The party advocates: 
– exploring further avenues to promote the establishment of individual property rights on reserves so as to empower their residents and give them increased control over their 
lives. 
 
Fairness 
The party states that fairness demands that all Canadians benefit from roughly equivalent services wherever they live. It’s unacceptable that some Indigenous communities live in 
conditions that resemble those of third world countries. But the current model to solve these problems is based on top-down bureaucratic solutions imposed by Ottawa on 
dependent communities with no voice in the process. 
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The party advocates: 
– ensuring that Indigenous communities take more ownership of the services they receive in partnership with Ottawa and other levels of government. 
 
Responsibility 
The party states that although Ottawa spends about $21 billion a year on Indigenous programs, there is little evidence that living conditions have been improving in indigenous 
communities. The federal government and Indigenous administrations have a responsibility to ensure that taxpayers’ money is well spent. 
The party advocates: 
– reviewing federal spending to ensure that programs are better targeted to benefit the Indigenous population, in particular the communities that have the greatest needs. 
 
Immigrants & Newcomers 
The party states that: 
– the primary aim of Canada’s immigration policy should be to economically benefit Canadians and Canada as a whole, not to forcibly change the cultural character and social fabric 
of our country. And it should not put excessive financial burdens on the shoulders of Canadians in the pursuit of humanitarian goals 
– right now, only 26% of all the immigrants and refugees who come to Canada every year are directly chosen because they have the right qualifications and work experience to 
fulfill our economic needs. The rest are dependents (spouses and children), come through the family reunification program or as refugees, do not work, or do not have the skills 
that we need even if they find work 
. immigrants generally have lower wages than non-immigrants. They pay on average about half as much in income taxes as other Canadians but absorb nearly the same value of 
government services. A study puts the cost to taxpayers in 2014at roughly $5,300 per immigrant living in Canada, for a total annual cost of somewhere between $27 billion and $35 
billion 
– demographic studies have shown that newcomers are a bit younger on average than Canadians, but not enough to have a noticeable impact on the rate of aging. This is 
exacerbated by increasing the number of parents and grand-parents accepted under the family reunification program 
– mass immigration also inflates housing prices. More than 41% of all immigrants to Canada settle in and around Toronto and Vancouver, which have some of the least affordable 
housing among big cities in the world 
 
The party advocates: 
– benefiting Canadians by welcoming the right kind of immigrants, to prioritize Canada’s economic interests in a way that does not jeopardize Canadian values and the maintenance 
of our national identity 
– substantially lowering the total number of immigrants and refugees Canada accept every year, from 350,000 to between 100,000and 150,000, depending on economic and other 
circumstances 
– reforming the immigration point system and related programs to accept a larger proportion of economic immigrants with the right skills 
– accepting fewer resettled refugees (see Refugees policy) and limiting the number of immigrants accepted under the family reunification program, including abolishing the 
program for parents and grand-parents 
– limiting the number of temporary foreign workers and making sure that they fulfil temporary positions and do not compete unfairly with Canadian workers 
– making birth tourism illegal 
– ensure that every candidate for immigration undergoes a face-to-face interview and answers a series of specific questions to assess the extent to which they align with Canadian 
values and societal norms (see Canadian Identity policy) 
– increasing resources for CSIS, the RCMP and Canadian Immigration and Citizenship to do interviews and thorough background checks on all classes of immigrants 
 

 

Points to Ponder: Solidarity 
 
Consider asking your local candidates, elected representatives, and the parties the following questions, and discussing their answers with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
“It is always important,” as Archbishop Donald Bolen of Regina has said, “to listen to the voices of the suffering, to be guided by them in how we respond and to be ready to engage with them in moving forward.” (Catholic Register 
18 July 2021) 
– What does it mean to listen to, and to be guided by, the voice of someone who is suffering? 
– Who, in Canada and around the world, is suffering now? 
– How can such voices be gently and respectfully heard, and interpreted within the context of the moral framework of the listener, so that a healthy, positive, and loving response can be determined? 
 
Indigenous Rights & Reconciliation 
– How can all the levels of Canadian government and the Church work together to facilitate reconciliation of every level of Canadian society with Indigenous peoples, so that all Canadians can benefit from re-establishing right-
relationship and growing wealthier as a society? 
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Mental Health & Addictions 
Several parties have proposed decriminalization of drug sales and drug possession, in order to focus on the treatment of addiction as a health care issue. 
– Is it possible, by decriminalizing drug sales and drug possession, to both relieve an overburdened criminal justice system and help more individuals heal and recover from addictions?  If so, what might a helpful approach look like? 
– Is it possible, through review of criminal legislation, education, and focused health care initiatives, to give individuals further freedom to “develop their potentialities, become aware of their dignity and prepare to face their unique 
and individual destiny?” (quoting St. John Paul II, On the Hundredth Year (Centesimus Annus) #39 
– Is there any way to ensure that such measures are accompanied by effective mechanisms to address the root causes of and eliminate drug abuse, for example through educational initiatives at all levels of society? 
 
Refugees & Newcomers 
– What is being done, and what, if anything, should further be done to ensure that refugees and newcomers are safe, healthy, and enabled to flourish in Canada? 
 
Northern & Rural Communities 
– What is being done, and what, if anything, should further be done to ensure vibrant, healthy rural life in Canada? Of those measures, what should be done at the federal level?  By the provinces?  By businesses, residents, and civil 
associations in rural areas? 
– Northern areas are also of concern.  What special circumstances are faced by those living in the North, and how should their needs best be assessed? 
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Good Government:  Democracy, Justice & Peace 
Role & Purpose of Government  |  Stewardship & Reform  |  Provinces, Territories, Municipalities  |  International Relations & Defense  | Public Safety 

 
 

Catholic Teaching 
 
The Proper Role of Government 
 
The Church teaches that the proper role of 
government is to provide a legal and economic 
framework in which the common good can 
flourish, in order that the people may 
accomplish their mission, that is, so that the 
people may use the freedom God has given 
them to seek the truth and thereby return to 
Him. 
 
An authentic democracy is not merely the 
result of a formal observation of a set of rules 
but is the fruit of a convinced acceptance of 
the values that inspire democratic 
procedures:  the dignity of every human 
person, the respect of human rights, 
commitment to the common good as the 
purpose and guiding criterion for political 
life. If there is no general consensus on these 
values, the deepest meaning of democracy is 
lost and its stability is compromised. 
   The Church’s social doctrine sees ethical 
relativism, which maintains that there are no 
objective or universal criteria for establishing 
the foundations of a correct hierarchy of 
values, as one of the greatest threats to 
modern-day democracies. – 407, Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
Responsibilities of the State include: 
 
– ensuring that all individuals are enabled to 
achieve their full potential, by maintaining a 
framework capable of providing all the 
material, moral, and spiritual goods necessary 
for the common good 
– harmonizing the different interests of sectors 
of society with the requirements of justice, 
including particularly the reconciliation of 
private ownership of goods with the common 
good 
– ordering society not only in accordance with 
the desires of the majority, but the effective 

 
 
The Role of Government 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on the proper role of government or proper stewardship of office. 
 
Taxes & Budget 
The party states that overlaps between Quebec and Ottawa in tax administration are expensive and often inefficient, including with respect to tax collection. The existence of two 
revenue agencies requires individuals and businesses to file two tax returns instead of one. 
 
The party advocates transferring responsibility for the collection of all taxes in Quebec to Revenue Québec, which already administers the collection of the federal GST, in order to 
enable administrative savings of several hundred million dollars a year. With just one tax return to file, individuals and businesses will save time and money. 
 
Government Programs and Services 
The party states that for decades the Canadian government has over-ridden Quebec’s jurisdiction in implementing all kinds of programs, in a costly. disrespectful, and inefficient 
manner. 
 
The party undertakes to campaign for the right to opt out with full compensation and unconditionally for Quebec. Once consolidated within the Quebec government, eliminating 
administrative duplication will save hundreds of millions of dollars which could be reinjected to improve the programs in question. 
 
Accountability 
The party states that it is a force in Ottawa for transparency and integrity. 
 
Democratic Reform 
The Bloc advocates: 
– restoration of public funding of political parties with a limit for individuals of $500, and eliminating corporate contributions 
– establishing a higher reimbursement for political parties which elect a number of women corresponding to a parity criteria in order to promote the participation of women in 
politics. 
 
Wisdom, Humility, and Respect in Politics 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on the importance of wisdom, humility, or respect in politics. 
 
Peace & International Relations 
The party undertakes to use its access to the diplomatic corps in Ottawa and during parliamentary missions abroad to publicize Quebec and its independence project, and build a 
network of international supporters of the cause of Quebec. 
 
The party advocates: 
– in matters of international relations, adopting the Gérin-Lajoie doctrine, stating that everything that is within the jurisdiction of Quebec within Canada is within the jurisdiction of 
Quebec in the world, including matters of education and culture 
– that Quebec be allowed to conduct all of its international relations in its areas of jurisdiction, including the conclusion of treaties. At UNESCO, Canada should obtain Quebec’s 
consent before taking a position, according to the Belgian model, focusing its interventions with diplomats around the world on five priorities: 
— the fight against climate change, a major global issue 
— reform of the rules governing international trade in the name of respect for the environment and the rights of workers everywhere on the planet 
— promotion of multilateralism, the only way to tackle the challenges of the 21st century 
— the fight against tax havens 
— recognition of Quebec’s authority in international relations with due regard for its areas of jurisdiction. 
 
Displaced Persons & Humanitarian Aid 
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good of all the members of the community, 
including minorities 
– 168, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 

Stewardship of Office 
 
Public administration at any level — national, 
regional, community — is to be oriented 
towards the service of citizens, serving as 
steward of the people’s resources, which it 
must administer with a view to the common 
good. 
 
 Tax revenues and public spending take on 
crucial economic importance for every civil and 
political community. The goal to be sought is 
public financing that is itself capable of 
becoming an instrument of development and 
solidarity. Just, efficient and effective public 
financing will have very positive effects on the 
economy, because it will encourage 
employment growth and sustain business and 
non-profit activities and help to increase the 
credibility of the State as the guarantor of 
systems of social insurance and protection that 
are designed above all to protect the weakest 
members of society. 
    Public spending is directed to the common 
good when certain fundamental principles are 
observed: the payment of taxes as part of the 
duty of solidarity; a reasonable and fair 
application of taxes; precision and integrity in 
administering and distributing public 
resources. 
     In the redistribution of resources, public 
spending must observe the principles of 
solidarity, equality and making use of talents. It 
must also pay greater attention to families, 
designating an adequate amount of resources 
for this purpose.  In the democratic system, 
political authority is accountable to the 
people. 355, 408, 412, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 
 

Democratic Reform 
 
Representative bodies must be subjected to 
effective social control. This control can be 
carried out above all in free elections which 
allow the selection and change of 
representatives. The obligation on the part of 
those elected to give an accounting of their 

The party states that Quebec is a land of welcome, and that as shown in the early years of the Trump administration, Quebecers will never abandon people in difficulty whose lives 
are threatened.  But the process needs better control. 
 
The party advocates, in order to reduce the number of irregular refugees, suspension of the safe third country agreement with the United States so that the entire border is 
considered a border crossing. In addition, the Bloc Québécois will propose that the government increase the number of commissioners in Quebec to speed up the processing of 
applications. Finally, the Bloc Québécois will demand a firm commitment from Ottawa that no deportation will be carried out to countries in conflict where the lives of applicants 
could be in danger. 
 
Foreign Trade 
The party advocates renegotiation of free trade agreements with the US, Europe, and Asian countries to reinstate terms such as supply management that benefit Quebec. 
 
National Defense 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on national defence. 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
The party advocates reintroduction of ex-Conservative leader Rona Ambrose’s bill to train judges to better respond to sexual assault cases. 
 

 

  Christian Heritage Party 
 
The Role of Government 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the proper role of government or proper stewardship of office. 
 
Taxes & Budget 
The party states that: 
– the national debt is over $690 billion, and is funded by borrowing at a cost of approximately $70 million per day in interest 
– although governments must use some form of taxation to generate revenues to cover the cost of basic services, the income Tax, and especially the Progressive Income Tax, is 
unfair. As private property, earnings should not be taken, and the government should not take what you earn and it should not take a bigger share when you work harder. 
 
The party advocates: 
– paying off the national debt and introducing mandatory balancing of the national budget 
– restoring the Bank of Canada to its proper function of providing Canada’s money supply and providing low-interest or interest-free loans to Provinces, crown corporations and 
municipalities for urgently needed infrastructure 
– replacing the unfair federal income tax with a Fair Tax on purchases; this would be a at rate applied to all purchases of finished products. 
 
Government Services & Programs 
The party states that CBC costs taxpayers $1.6 billion every year, and has pushed and continues to push abortion, gender confusion and assisted suicide. 
The party advocates defunding and/or privatizing CBC. 
 
Accountability 
The party advocates: 
– opening all government expenditures to public scrutiny 
– public listing of all government salaries over $100,000 should be listed for the public 
– public recall mechanism for all politicians and high-level bureaucrats, for crimes in office 
 
Democratic Reform 
The party advocates: 
– ending tax-supported payments to political parties as campaign funds, or fair distribution among all parties 
– ensuring that all political parties are included in debates and tax-funded media publications 
– a referendum to allow taxpayers to change to the first-past-the-post system 
– allowing only Canadian citizens to vote or hold office 
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work — which is guaranteed by respecting 
electoral terms — is a constitutive element of 
democratic representation. 
    Among the deformities of the democratic 
system, political corruption is one of the most 
serious.  If there is no ultimate truth to guide 
and direct political action, then ideas and 
convictions can easily be manipulated for 
reasons of power. A democracy without values 
easily turns into totalitarianism.  – 406-
412, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
  Cooperation and respect between parties 
Political parties have the task of fostering 
widespread participation and making public 
responsibilities accessible to all. Political 
parties are called to interpret the aspirations 
of civil society, orienting them towards the 
common good…  An authentic democracy is 
not merely the result of a formal observation 
of a set of rules but is the fruit of a convinced 
acceptance of the values that inspire 
democratic procedures: the dignity of every 
human person, the respect of human rights, 
commitment to the common good as the 
purpose and guiding criterion for political 
life. If there is no general consensus on these 
values, the deepest meaning of democracy is 
lost and its stability is compromised. – 407, 
413, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 

Peace & International relations 
 
Because of the new bonds of interdependence 
among global operators, the traditional 
defensive measures of States appear to be 
destined to failure… 
    The centrality of the human person and the 
natural inclination of persons and peoples to 
establish relationships among themselves are 
the fundamental elements for building a true 
international community, the ordering of which 
must aim at guaranteeing the effective 
universal common good… [T]he unity of the 
human family is not yet becoming a reality. 
This is due to obstacles originating in 
materialistic and nationalistic ideologies that 
contradict the values of the person integrally 
considered in all his various dimensions, 
material and spiritual, individual and 
community. In particular, any theory or form 

– ending judicial activism, which the party states exceeds the constitutional mandate of the courts, particularly in the area of free speech, abortion, same-sex marriage, and assisted 
suicide 
 
Wisdom, Humility, and Respect in Politics 
The Bloc has released no official statement concerning its policies on the importance of wisdom, humility, or respect in politics. 
 
Senate 
The party states that the Senate was originally created to be a chamber of “sober second thought”, not a partisan rubber-stamp for the government in power. 
The party advocates: 
– election of Senators by the provinces in which they reside 
– for better representation of the provinces, allocation of an equal number of Senators to each province, rather than to “regions” 
 
Peace & International Relations 
The party states that Canada is recognized as a world leader, and must act responsibly to maintain that reputation. 
The party advocates: 
– Canadian leadership in good things: clean water, energy and justice, NOT abortion, gender confusion and debt 
– defending freedom around the world, beginning at home 
– Canada must stand firmly against terrorism at home and abroad. 
– Canadians who participate in terrorism must not be allowed to return to Canada OR they must face criminal terrorist charges. They must not be allowed to become public martyrs 
for their cause 
– the $10 million award to Omar Khadr was an insult to our soldiers, our allies and all Canadian taxpayers. 
 
Middle East 
The party states that: 
– radical Islam has proven to be a threat to Western democracy 
– Sharia Law is incompatible with Canada’s culture and heritage and with Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
The party rejects Islamic cultural practices such as “honour-killings”, Female Genital Mutilation, forced marriages, forced conversion and inhumane animal slaughter (Halal 
slaughter) 
 
Israel 
The party states that: 
– Israel occupies a unique place in history and in current world affairs 
– Israel stands alone in the Middle East as a democratic nation, surrounded by hostile nations 
 
The party advocates standing with Israel and supports her right to exist and to defend herself. 
 
Displaced Persons & Humanitarian Aid 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on displaced persons or humanitarian aid. 
 
International Finance 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on International finance. 
 
Foreign Trade 
The party states that: 
– unless bound by contracts, treaties and trade agreements which they have voluntarily signed, all nations have the right to restrict imports or to apply tariffs which may have the 
effect of restricting imports 
– for the purpose of mutual growth and cooperative enterprise, allied nations, particularly nations sharing a border, should seek to avoid unnecessary tariffs and trade restrictions 
between them 
– careless or punitive use of tariffs often result in trade wars which may harm producers and should be avoided if possible. 
 
National Defense & Veterans 
The party states that: 
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whatsoever of racism and racial discrimination 
is morally unacceptable.  The coexistence 
among nations is based on the same values 
that should guide relations among human 
beings: truth, justice, active solidarity and 
freedom…. – 370, 433, Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church 
 
Global care for the environment 
    Responsibility for the environment should 
also find adequate expression on a juridical 
level. It is important that the international 
community draw up uniform rules that will 
allow States to exercise more effective control 
over the various activities that have negative 
effects on the environment and to protect 
ecosystems by preventing the risk of 
accidents…  They must be accompanied by a 
growing sense of responsibility as well as an 
effective change of mentality and lifestyle. -
467, 468 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 
 
Peacekeeping & Embargoes 
     States do not always possess adequate 
means to provide effectively for their own 
defence.  From this derives the need and 
importance of international and regional 
organizations, which should be in a position to 
work together to resolve conflicts and promote 
peace, re-establishing relationships of mutual 
trust that make recourse to war unthinkable. 
The purpose of sanctions must be clearly 
defined and the measures adopted must from 
time to time be objectively evaluated by the 
competent bodies of the international 
community as to their effectiveness and their 
real impact on the civilian population. The true 
objective of such measures is open to the way 
to negotiation and dialogue. Sanctions must 
never be used as a means for the direct 
punishment of an entire population.  Economic 
sanctions in particular are an instrument to be 
used with great discernment and must be 
subjected to strict legal and ethical criteria.  An 
economic embargo must be of limited duration 
and cannot be justified when the resulting 
effects are indiscriminate.  – 499, 507, 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 

– Canada must have armed forces capable of defending our borders and national interests 
– our armed forces must be properly trained and equipped 
– our veterans deserve our gratitude and our duty of care, especially the injured and the families of those we have lost 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
The party states that: 
– the Canadian government MUST protect Canadian citizens 
– Canadians deserve a justice system designed to protect their lives and property 
– all Canadians deserve equal treatment under the law 
– justice delayed is justice denied; it is essential that justice be applied as quickly as possible to save costs and to deter wrongdoing 
– its justice platform stands on two pillars: Restitution and Public Safety 
 
The party advocates: 
– strict enforcement at the border, and restriction of entry to those coming in legally through official ports of entry 
– requiring all immigrants to demonstrate loyalty to Canada and to Canadian values 

 

 
 
The Role of Government 
The party’s policies state that the role of government is to: 
– protect the lives and property of its citizens 
– ensure equality of opportunity 
– foster an environment where individuals and private initiative can prosper 
– ensure the security of the nation’s borders and of citizens at home and abroad 
– provide services that cannot be provided more efficiently or effectively by the private sector 
– maintain and enhance national infrastructure 
 
Taxes & Budget 
The party states that spending to protect Canadians during the pandemic was the right thing to do, however unsustainable debt cannot be passed to future generations. Once 
recovery starts, spending must be brought under control. 
 
The party advocates: 
– winding down emergency support programs in responsible ways as vaccines increase and the economy re-opens 
– ensuring that stimulus measures are targeted and time-limited in order to avoid structural deficit 
– encouraging economic growth to ensure revenue for services is available 
– balancing the budget within five years 
– enacting legislation to maintain balanced budget once the deficit is eliminated 
– tying salaries of prime minister and finance minister to implementation of a balanced budget 
– implementing a pay-as-you-go budget rule for all new federal spending 
– apply $600 million per year saved interest on national debt to finance commitment on RESP grants 
– eliminating $1.5 billion in corporate handouts by reviewing all business subsidy programs, grants, and contributions 
– reducing foreign aid 25% 
– a comprehensive review of the tax system, to ensure a healthy and competitive economy 
– to protect taxpayers from abuse, make the Taxpayer Ombudsman an officer of Parliament, and make CRA accountable for negligence 
– making tax payment easier in Quebec by introducing a single tax return administered by the federal government 
 
Cooperation between parties 
– The party advocates, in order to create jobs, increase wages, and connect industries, prioritizing infrastructure projects that will have maximum benefit to Canada’s economy, and 
commits to completing all projects previously adopted by the Liberal government 
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Displaced Persons & Humanitarian Aid 
    A particular category of war victim is formed 
by refugees, forced by combat to flee the 
places where they habitually live and to seek 
refuge in foreign countries. The Church is close 
to them not only with her pastoral presence 
and material support, but also with her 
commitment to defend their human dignity: 
Concern for refugees must lead us to reaffirm 
and highlight universally recognized human 
rights, and to ask that the effective recognition 
of these rights be guaranteed to refugees.” 
It is therefore essential to seek out the causes 
underlying bellicose conflicts, especially those 
connected with structural situations of 
injustice, poverty and exploitation, which 
require intervention so that they may be 
removed. For this reason, another name for 
peace is development. Just as there is a 
collective responsibility for avoiding war, so too 
there is a collective responsibility for 
promoting development.  – 158, 498, 515, 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
Finance 
…in the presence of new areas of 
competition, the very notion of a national 
market recedes into the background.   If the 
creation of what is called the “global capital 
market” has brought benefits… on the other 
hand it has also increased the risk of financial 
crises. The financial sector, which has seen the 
volume of financial transactions far surpass 
that of real transactions, runs the risk of 
developing according to a mentality that has 
only itself as a point of reference, without 
being connected to the real foundations of the 
economy. 
    The more the worldwide economic-financial 
system reaches high levels of organizational 
and functional complexity, all the more priority 
must be given to the task of regulating these 
processes, directing them towards the goal of 
attaining the common good of the human 
family.   368-371 Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 
Trade 
    The Church has time and again called 
attention to aberrations in the system of 

 
Government Services and Programs 
The party commits to broad consultation with citizens across Canada in the development of new policies, and to ensure that Members of Parliament have the fullest input from all 
Canadians. 
 
Accountability 
The party states that a fundamental component of Parliamentary government is ministerial accountability to Parliament. 
The party continues to support any measures which enhance public service effectiveness and accountability. 
The party advocates strengthening internal audit and controllership functions of government, to ensure that program performance matches program intentions 
 
Democratic Reform 
The party opposes any electoral reform that would weaken the link between Members of Parliament and their constituents, or create unmanageably large ridings, or strengthen 
the control of party machinery over individual members. 
 
The party advocates: 
– freedom of MPs to vote their consciences, except for budget, main estimates, and core government initiatives 
– election of senators 
– as Parliament is the law-making body of Canada, and not the courts, establishment of a parliamentary committee to review judicial decisions, so that decisions and be addressed 
through legislation as appropriate 
– amend the Canada Evidence Act to allow the RCMP to access confidential Cabinet information by application to Supreme Court 
– prohibiting accused criminals from lobbying to change laws that 
– increased penalties for the Conflicts of Interest Act 
– shifting evidentiary burdens from whistleblowers to employers and expanding protections for those working on government contracts 
 
Wisdom, Humility & Respect in Politics 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on wisdom, humility, or respect in politics. 
 
Peace, International Relations 
The party supports a foreign policy that protects Canada’s sovereignty and independence, promotes political, economic, and strategic Canadian interests, including democracy and 
national defence. 
The party advocates: 
– maintaining an ethical dimension to foreign policy 
– Parliamentary oversight of foreign policy 
– restoring international prestige & respect by aligning domestic concern for religious minorities, women and girls, and Canadian values 
– reducing foreign aid by 25%, particularly for middle-income countries and countries antagonistic to Canada 
– relaxing foreign ownership rules on Canadian industry, including broadcast distribution, airlines, and telecommunications 
– strengthening ties through NORAD, NATO, commonwealth, La Francophonie, Five Eyes, Japan and India 
– reopening Office of Religious Freedom 
– requiring national security review for any proposed foreign company takeovers 
– enforce Magnitsky sanctions against human rights violators 
 
Middle East 
The party advocates recognizing Jerusalem as capital of Israel, which is one of Canada’s strongest allies and a beacon of pluralism and democratic principles 
 
Asian Pacific 
The party advocates withdrawal from Asian Infrastructure Investment bank 
 
The Environment 
The party advocates working with international partners to combat ocean dumping of plastics 
 
Displaced Persons & Humanitarian Aid 
The party advocates: 
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international trade, which often, owing to 
protectionist policies, discriminates against 
products coming from poorer countries and 
hinders the growth of industrial activity in and 
the transfer of technology to these countries. 
The continuing deterioration in terms of the 
exchange of raw materials and the widening of 
the gap between rich and poor countries has 
prompted the Church to point out the 
importance of ethical criteria that should form 
the basis of international economic relations: 
the pursuit of the common good and the 
universal destination of goods; equity in trade 
relationships; and attention to the rights and 
needs of the poor in policies concerning trade 
and international cooperation. 
Economic and social imbalances in the world of 
work must be addressed by restoring a just 
hierarchy of values and placing the human 
dignity of workers before all else.  – 370, 321, 
364 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
Disarmament 
    The Church’s social teaching proposes the 
goal of “general, balanced and controlled 
disarmament”. The enormous increase in arms 
represents a grave threat to stability and 
peace. The principle of sufficiency, by virtue of 
which each State may possess only the means 
necessary for its legitimate defence, must be 
applied both by States that buy arms and by 
those that produce and furnish them. Any 
excessive stockpiling or indiscriminate trading 
in arms cannot be morally justified. 
The doctrine of deterrence gives rise to strong 
moral reservations. The arms race does not 
ensure peace.  The principle of the non-
proliferation of nuclear arms, together with 
measures of nuclear disarmament and the 
prohibition of nuclear tests, are intimately 
interconnected objectives that must be met as 
soon as possible by means of effective controls 
at the international level.  – 508, 
509 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
Arms Sales 
   War is a scourge and is never an appropriate 
way to resolve problems that arise between 
nations.  Appropriate measures are needed to 
control the production, sale, importation and 
exportation of small arms and light weapons, 

– enforce Magnitsky sanctions against human rights violators 
– reducing foreign aid by 25%, but providing it only to those who need it most, and are not hostile to Canada 
– placing special emphasis on protection of children in conflict zones 
 
International Finance 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on International finance. 
 
Foreign Trade 
The party advocates: 
– in order to reduce dependency on sometimes unreliable foreign partners and bolster Canadian independence, restoring domestic production capabilities for vaccines, PPE, and 
other critical services and products 
– expanding trade with emerging markets by signing free trade agreements with Mercosur, ASEAN, and the UK 
– aggressively challenging tariffs on canola, soy, pork, beef, and other agricultural products at WTO 
– establishing accelerators to promote small and medium Canadian enterprises in Europe and other markets 
– resolving the softwood lumber dispute with the US 
 
Veterans and Defense 
The party states that Canada should stand and support its allies by providing all necessary support to defeat transnational terrorism. 
 
Veterans 
The party advocates: 
– a Veterans’ Bill of Rights to ensure that all disputes are resolved quickly and fairly, including a new covenant with veterans to ensure timely provision of services 
– treatment of reservists as regulars while on missions or training 
– guaranteed job maintenance for federally and provincially-employed reservists called to training or operations 
– complete monuments, including Afghanistan monument 
– test effect of mefloquine anti-malarial drug 
– provide service dogs for PTSD cases 
 
National Defense 
The party advocates: 
– building multi-partisan consensus on military expenditures, and re-establishing the Cabinet Committee on Defence Procurement 
– ensuring better cooperation between Canada’s intelligence and security agencies 
– negotiating participation in NORAD / US ballistic missile defense program 
– conducting open competition, including F-35s, to replace CF-18s 
– building second interim supply ships, and maintaining contracts for icebreakers 
– beginning process to replace Victoria class submarines 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
The party supports reorienting priorities to emphasize protection of society through prevention of crime. 
 
Police 
The party advocates: 
– improving information sharing among law enforcement agencies 
– committing $30 million for purchase of new police equipment, for mid-sized and smaller communities 
 
Crimes & Courts 
The party advocates: 
– increasing penalties for sexual offenses against children 
– enhanced penalties for those who cause harm to pregnant women and unborn children 
– registration of all sexual offenders and designated dangerous offenders, including mandatory DNA sampling and banking 
– criminalization of digital communications, as harassing calls under Section 373 of the criminal code 
– mandating sexual assault sensitivity training for judicial appointees 
– opposes federal courts of religious or cultural basis 
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armaments that facilitate many outbreaks of 
violence to occur. The sale and trafficking of 
such weapons constitute a serious threat to 
peace: these arms kill and are used for the 
most part in internal and regional conflicts; 
their ready availability increases both the risk 
of new conflicts and the intensity of those 
already underway.  The position of States that 
apply severe controls on the international 
transfer of heavy arms while they never, or 
only very rarely, restrict the sale and trafficking 
of small arms and light weapons is an 
unacceptable contradiction.  – 497, 
511 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church 
 
National Defense & Security 
    The requirements of legitimate defence 
justify the existence in States of armed forces, 
the activity of which should be at the service of 
peace. Those who defend the security and 
freedom of a country, in such a spirit, make an 
authentic contribution to peace. 
Everyone who serves in the armed forces is 
concretely called to defend good, truth and 
justice in the world.  Many are those who, in 
such circumstances, have sacrificed their lives 
for these values and in defence of innocent 
lives. Very significant in this regard is the 
increasing number of military personnel 
serving in multinational forces on 
humanitarian or peace-keeping 
missions promoted by the United Nations. 
     A war of aggression is intrinsically 
immoral. In the tragic case where such a war 
breaks out, leaders of the State that has been 
attacked have the right and the duty to 
organize a defence even using the force of 
arms.  If this responsibility justifies the 
possession of sufficient means to exercise this 
right to defence, States still have the 
obligation to do everything possible to ensure 
that the conditions of peace exist, not only 
within their own territory but throughout the 
world.  -500-502 Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
    In order to protect the common good, the 
lawful public authority must exercise the right 
and the duty to inflict punishments according 

– removing barriers such as statues of limitation for victims of sexual abuse 
– increasing penalties for sexual offenses against children 
– a national missing persons registry 
– giving judges an option for life-without-parole sentences 
– requiring murderers to disclose locations of victims’ bodies as a condition of parole 
– deducting criminal fines from social service or entitlement payments 
 
Prisons & Rehabilitation 
The party advocates: 
– to support transitions from prison to community, tying parole to job skills training tied to current market needs 
– to bolster public confidence, end statutory release and replace it with earned parole focused on rehabilitation 
– continued funding for rehabilitation programs focused on literacy, numeracy, anger management and addiction 
– ending grant of unescorted day passes from prison 
– to protect prison staff, end needle exchange programs in prisons 
– requiring full body scans for individuals entering prisons 
 
Gangs & Juvenile Offenders 
The party advocates: 
– allocating $60 million over 5 years for anti-gang task forces 
– allocating $12 million over 5 years for Youth Gang Prevention Fund, to divert youth from gangs 
– end automatic bail for gang members; reversing bail onus for all gang crime offenses and those previously convicted of gang crimes 
– classify gangs within the Criminal Code, similar to classification of terrorist organizations 
– automatic revocation of parole for parolees who associate with gang members 
– mandatory 5-year sentences on conviction for participation in violent gang activities 
 
Firearms 
The party advocates: 
– repealing bill C-71 to end the ‘backdoor’ gun registry 
– strengthening background checks for firearms licenses, including RCMP reference checks 
– mandatory 5-year sentence for knowing possession of smuggled firearms 
– creation of Firearms Smuggling Task force in CBSA 
– criminalizing delivery of firearms to those under a firearms prohibition 
 
Border Security 
The party advocates: 
– claiming sovereign rights in the Internal Waters, the Territorial Sea, the Contiguous Zone, the Exclusive Economic Zone, and in, on, or above the Canadian portion of the 
Continental Shelf, for military and economic purposes 
– returning the Coast Guard to the Ministry of Transport, and creation / upgrading of bases and facilities 
– amending the CSIS Act to increase powers to disrupt terrorist threats 
– amending criminal code to allow Parliament to add terrorist groups to sanctions lists 
– ending illegal border crossings at unofficial points of entry, and amending the safe third country agreement to end asylum claims by those who enter outside legal ports of entry 
– locating Immigration and Refugee Board judges at common arrival points, to process refugee hearings more quickly 
– requiring proof of non-terrorist intentions for those traveling to terrorism hot spots 
 
Cyber Security 
The party advocates: 
– strengthening cyber bullying laws to cover advocating self-harm by others & clarify that crime occurs in Canada if victim is here 
– requiring internet users to get consent to collect data in plain language 
– creating Canada Cyber Safe certification 
– develop sensible regulations and binding standards for cyber security 
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to the seriousness of the crimes 
committed.  The State has the twofold 
responsibility to discourage behaviour that is 
harmful to human rights and the fundamental 
norms of civil life, and to repair, through the 
penal system, the disorder created by criminal 
activity… 
Punishment does not serve merely the purpose 
of defending the public order and guaranteeing 
the safety of persons; it becomes as well an 
instrument for the correction of the 
offender.  There is a twofold purpose here. On 
the one hand, encouraging the reinsertion of 
the condemned person into society; on the 
other, fostering a justice that reconciles, a 
justice capable of restoring harmony in social 
relationships disrupted by the criminal act 
committed. – 402 Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church 
 

 
The Role of Government 
The party believes that at the heart of our democratic system of government is a relationship of trust and respect between Canadians and their elected representatives. We expect 
those representatives to act responsibly, with integrity, honesty and intelligence. We must protect that relationship with all our might. 
 
To strengthen the checks against abuse of power and influence peddling in parliament and federal institutions and make the House of Commons a more constructive, cooperative 
and effective institution, the party advocates: 
– directing the Speaker to enforce existing rules to minimize the power of party whips over individual members of parliament 
– removing the requirement for party leaders to sign candidate nominations, accepting proof of a fair and open process at the local level 
– strengthening the role and protecting the independence of parliamentary officers including the Ombudsman, the Auditor General, the Ethics Commissioner, the Information 
Commissioner, the Commissioner of Official Languages and the Parliamentary Budget Officer 
– strengthening the Conflict of Interest Act to include financial and other penalties for breaking the law 
– setting up an all-party commission to select a five-member board to make Governor-in-Council appointments and select candidates for parliamentary officers 
– imposing strict conflict of interest screening criteria for appointments to federal regulatory boards and agencies, minimizing the potential for bias and preferential access by the 
regulated industry 
– replacing the secretive Board of Internal Economy with an independent oversight committee to review MPs’ salaries, expenses and office budgets 
– establishing a public investigations office reporting to parliament to provide clearer and permanent operating rules for such investigations 
– strengthening the Lobbying Act to require greater transparency and prevent “revolving doors” between political life, the public service and lobbying. 
– strengthening whistle-blower protections for public service employees. 
 
Taxes & Budget 
The party states that a growing gap between rich and poor raises concerns about the fairness of Canadian tax structures, and that the last independent review by a commission 
occurred in the 1960s. 
 
The party advocates: 
– establishing an arm’s-length tax commission to review the fairness and accessibility of the tax system, based on the principle of progressive taxation 
– closing tax loopholes that benefit the wealthy, including stock option and capital gains loopholes that disproportionately benefit the richest 10 percent 
– ending offshore tax avoidance by taxing funds held offshore, and requiring companies to prove that offshore affiliates are true, functioning businesses 
– equipping CRA to monitor and recover untaxed funds held offshore, in accordance with recommendations of the Auditor General 
– tax transnational e-commerce entities doing business in Canada by implementing registration requirements 
– impose taxes on financial transactions, to discourage high-frequency and unnecessary transactions 
– eliminating all fossil fuel subsidies, including payments and tax breaks 
– increasing the corporate tax rate from 15% to 21%, as is done in other countries 
– maintain the current tax rate for small businesses 
– add a 5% surcharge on commercial bank profits, exempting credit unions, caisses populaires, and co-ops 
– taxing funds spent for advertising on foreign-owned sites such as Google and Facebook 
– eliminating corporate tax reductions for meals and entertainment 
 
Government Programs and Services 
The party has committed to ensuring that all government programs and policies are aligned with all 17 of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, and developing 
mechanisms to track progress in meeting those goals both at home and abroad. 
 
The party advocates: 
– leveraging Canada Post’s nationwide presence and infrastructure to accomplish a more diversified suite of services, as suggested by the postal worker’s union 
– restoring historical home delivery services of CP 
– upgrading CP’s fleet to electric vehicles 
– to reduce pollution and congestion, instituting last-stage local delivery by CP of packages from online deliveries 
– training CP mail carriers to check on those who live alone, or have mobility challenges 
– establishing banking and public high-speed internet access in post offices 
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– allowing community meetings to be held in post offices, where space permits 
– providing electric vehicle charging stations in post office parking lots 
 
Accountability 
The party has undertaken to set the standard for transparency and accountability. 
 
Believing that the Access to Information Act (ATI) giving individuals the right to access records under the control of a federal government institution has a number of exceptions, 
including cabinet confidence, that are used increasingly to limit public access to information, the party advocates 
– expanding access to information about the government and its activities by scrapping all fees, except the filing fee 
– providing enforceable deadlines so that requests are processed in a timely manner 
– authorizing the Information Commissioner to order the release of information 
– placing administration of parliament, the Prime Minister’s Office and minister’s offices within the scope of the ATI 
– overriding all exemptions so that public interest comes before the secrecy of the government 
– providing for exclusions based on claims of cabinet confidences to be reviewed by the Information Commissioner 
– requiring public officials to create a public record to document their actions and decisions regarding all ATI requests 
 
Democratic Reform 
The party has undertaken to ensure that Canada’s electoral system produces a parliament that represents the will of the electorate, and that the electoral process is beyond 
reproach. 
 
The party advocates: 
– convening a Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform with the mandate to make recommendations to parliament on an electoral system that would “make every vote count,” as a 
replacement to the ‘first past the post’ system 
– lowering the voting age to 16, giving young people more say in their future and instilling habits of civic participation 
– requiring all parties to submit their campaign platform cost estimates to the Parliamentary Budget Officer for review 
– mandating Elections Canada to develop a truth in advertising framework for election campaigns that empowers the Commissioner of Elections to investigate citizens’ complaints 
related to campaign advertising, and imposing sanctions if such complaints are found to be justified. 
 
Wise & Humble Leaders 
The party has undertaken: 
– to place the interests of their constituents and of Canada above those of their party 
– strive to find common ground with other parties, to work across party lines in the public interest 
 
Respect in Politics 
The party has undertaken: 
– to conduct themselves respectfully in the House of Commons, through a commitment never to heckle 
– to practice ‘high road’ politics, through a commitment never to heckle 
– never to ‘whip’ votes of its members, to require voting with party lines regardless of personal convictions 
The party advocates establishment of a cross-party inner cabinet to deal with climate change and limit the destructive impact of partisan politics. 
 
Peace, International Relations 
The party states that: 
– it is committed to building and keeping peace, including post-conflict work to strengthen civil society and democratic institutions around the world 
– it is committed to expanding Canada’s peace-keeping role internationally 
– it is also fully aware of the dangers of militarism and the need to defend against it, both at home and on the global stage 
– it supports the United Nations’ doctrine of the duty to protect and refuse to place corporate interests ahead of ethical action to protect vulnerable populations. 
 
The party advocates: 
– building on Canada’s long-standing commitment to multilateralism since Lester B. Pearson by recognizing that isolationism and nationalistic jingoism create a dangerous path and 
must be vigorously resisted 
– strengthening Canada’s role in promoting peace and global cooperation 
– building a general purpose, combat capable force that can provide realistic options to the government in domestic security emergencies, continental defence and international 
operations, including protection of Canada’s northern borders as Arctic ice melts 
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– ensuring that the Canadian Armed Forces are prepared to serve in both traditional and new capacities 
– ensuring a consistent capital investment plan with stable funding so that service personnel have the equipment and training they need to fulfill an expanded mandate. This 
includes naval and coast guard vessels that can operate in the Arctic Ocean, fixed-wing search and rescue aircraft, and helicopters 
– normalizing the deployment of military personnel to protect civilians and communities from extreme forest fires, flooding and storms caused by climate change, and new 
pollution threats in Canada’s north 
– signing and ratifying the Treaty to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
– canceling the contracts to provide Saudi Arabia with armoured vehicles and banning importation of Saudi oil 
– banning autonomous weapons and establishing a global pact to outlaw them 
 
International Development 
The party states that international stability rests on all nations being able to provide their people with basic needs and security, as articulated in the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
The party advocates: 
– re-establishing the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), with a mandate to provide overseas development assistance where it is most needed, and eliminating the 
requirement that aid be tied to Canadian business interests overseas, or strategic geopolitics 
– increasing Canada’s overseas development assistance budget to reach former Prime Minister Pearson’s goal of 0.7 per cent of GDP 
– increasing Canada’s contributions to the Green Climate Fund and Global Environmental Facility to $4 billion per year by 2030 
– reviewing federal government policy to align with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and develop a mechanism to track progress in meeting these targets both at home and 
abroad 
 
Foreign Trade 
The party states that a massive increase in international trade is responsible for much of the increase in global emissions, which creates jobs in developing countries but is often 
linked to poor working conditions and low wages. 
To address these issues, the party advocates: 
– revamping national trade policy to align with national and international climate change responses 
– protecting supply management measures to ensure that products banned in Canada are not imported in food from other countries, including bovine growth hormone 
– reform of the World Trade Organization so that international trade patterns are consistent with global carbon targets, with suitably-tailored carbon tariffs 
– renegotiating Canada’s trade and investment agreements to remove grounds that allow foreign governments to object to Canadian labour, safety, health, and environmental 
standards 
 
Veterans & Defense 
To ensure that veterans and their families are well cared for, the party advocates: 
– reviewing veterans’ issues based on good-faith engagement with military families and veterans, including pension and benefits issues 
– restoring veterans’ payments to pre-2006 levels 
– allowing surviving spouses to retain benefits for RCMP and veterans who marry after 60 
– reviewing the veterans’ charter and processes for appeal of pension and benefit decisions 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
The party states that: 
– the criminal justice system criminalizes far too many Indigenous persons, members of visible minority communities and people suffering from mental illness, homelessness and 
addiction 
– the adversarial family court system does not address the needs of children and families experiencing the trauma of divorce and separation 
– the civil justice system disadvantages those who cannot afford lawyers 
 
The party advocates: 
– developing a clear framework for the use of Deferred Prosecution Agreements (DPAs) and requiring the Director of Public Prosecutions to report on any negotiated DPAs in her 
annual reports 
– implementing recommendations of the McLellan Report for a clear written exchange of views to avoid recurrence of issues that arose in the SNC-Lavalin matter 
– eliminating mandatory minimum sentences and enabling the courts to determine appropriate sentences based on the circumstances of each case 
– eliminating solitary confinement, in accordance with decisions rendered in the courts of British Columbia and Ontario 
– re-investing in prisoner rehabilitation and preparation for reintegration in society, especially for Indigenous people and women ensuring illegal handguns are intercepted and kept 
out of our cities. Redirect Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) resources to weapons smuggling 
– reducing pursuit of people living in Canada without proper residency, but who are otherwise law-abiding 
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– reforming the process of record suspensions for simple possession of cannabis to maximize fairness and accessibility for marginalized communities, and reviewing the process of 
record suspensions as it applies to other offences 
– reform the policy, legislation, programming, and funding framework for Canada’s superior courts make civil and family justice services become much more accessible to 
Canadians, following the precedent set by British Columbia and the United Kingdom 
– reforming sex work laws in Canada with a clear focus on harm reduction, given the dangers that sex trade workers face. By making the industry legal and public, it will make it 
easier for those who are being trafficked to be found and saved 
– increasing funding to bolster investigations and convictions in human trafficking cases 
– increasing funding of community organizations providing services to those driven to sex work by economic deprivation 
 

 
 
The Role of Government 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the proper role of government. 
 
Stewardship of Office 
 
COVID Recovery 
The party states that: 
– to December 2020, it had invested $407 billion (19% og Canada’s annual gross domestic product) to support public health programs, provide direct income benefits to Canadians, 
and bridge businesses through the pandemic 
– it has implemented a 3-year stimulus package, worth an additional 3-4 percent of GDP, to jumpstart recovery 
– under its leadership the federal government has provided more than 8 out of every 10 dollars spent in Canada to fight COVID-19 and support Canadians in the pandemic 
– investments made by the federal government have been expansive, but well funded and time-limited. 
 
Taxes & Budget 
The party states that: 
– in order to put the economy back on track as rapidly and as responsibly as possible, it is considering at least four options in stimulus allocations in 2021-24, ranging from $70-100 
billion, depending on the depth of damage caused by the COVID pandemic 
– independent of the option chosen, the party anticipates annual budget deficits starting at $398.7 billion in 2020-2021, decreasing to a deficit of $33.4 billion in 2025-26, with a 
return to balanced budgets thereafter 
– the part anticipates that federal debt will remain above 50% of GDP until at least 2026, and considers that this is a relatively low national debt, with annual interest not exceeding 
1.2 percent before 2026 
 
The party advocates: 
– making sure everyone pays their fair share, including banks and the wealthiest among us 
 
 Accountability 
The party has released no official platform statement concerning its policies on accountability. 
 
Democratic Reform 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on democratic reform. 
Following the 2015 election, the party reversed a stated party and declined to enact any form of electoral reform. 
 
Wisdom, Humility, and Respect in Politics 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on wisdom, humility, and respect in politics. 
 
Peace, International Relations 
The party states that: 
– since the COVID pandemic cannot be beaten in Canada until it is beaten everywhere, Canada is leading international cooperation and cooperative efforts to provide equitable 
access to vaccinations, support global economic stability, and foster inclusive recovery. This includes: 
— investing $440 million through COVAX Advance Market Commitment to purchase vaccine doses for low and middle-income families while securing 15 million doses for Canadians 
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— in cooperation with Jamaica and the United Nations, providing $400 million in 2020-2021 address short term international humanitarian and development needs 
— working with G7 and G20 partners to implement a G20 Action plan including both funding and support activities 
— lending $1 billion to the International Monetary Fund’s Poverty Reduction & Growth Trust for low-income countries 
 
International Finance 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on International finance. 
 
Foreign Trade 
The party advocates: 
– in order to deprive foreign e-commerce vendors of an unfair advantage, requiring them to register for and collect GST/HST for foreign-based vendors selling digital products or 
services to consumers in Canada 
– to apply GST/HST to all goods held in fulfillment warehouses in Canada, regardless of origin 
– imposing corporate taxes on all corporations providing digital services in Canada, regardless of location 
 
Veterans & Defense 
The party advocates support for veterans at risk due to urgent and unexpected situations during the pandemic, providing an additional $600,000 for that purpose 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
The party believes that systemic issues in the criminal justice system have resulted in the overrepresentation of certain groups. 
 
To counter that effect, the party advocates: 
– allocating $6.6 million over 5 years and $1.6 million in ongoing support to implement assessments of the effects of race and culture on sentencing, and allow judges to consider 
systemic discrimination in sentencing offenders 
– allocating $28.6 million over five years to support Community Justice Centre pilot projects in BC, Manitoba, and Ontario, to bring justice, health and social services together in 
addressing root cause of crime and divert non-violent offenders from incarceration 
To help Canadians feel safer, the party advocates: 
– allocation of $250 million over five years for municipalities, community-led initiatives, and Indigenous communities to support anti-gang programming 
– allocating $238.5 million over 6 years, and $50 million in ongoing funding, to implement a national body camera program for RCMP officers, to improve transparency and 
accountability, and more effectively respond to concerns from racialized and Indigenous communities 
 
Border Security 
The party reports that: 
– it restricted all non-essential cross-border travel, to help control the spread of COVID-19 
– it required all incoming international travellers to quarantine upon arrival, and provided $322 million in 2020-21 to provide quarantine facilities at Canada’s four largest airports 
– it provided a further $100 million in 2020-21 to support safe voluntary isolation in municipalities across Canada, for those who cannot safely isolate at home 
 

 
The Role of Government 
The party has released no official statement concerning its policies on the role of government. 
 
Taxes & Budget 
The party states that: 
– it’s time to invest in communities and families, and to drive economic growth by redirecting public funds toward priorities like community infrastructure and transit, affordable 
housing, pharmacare, child care, and training 
– half of all Canadians live within $200 of insolvency every month, while corporations and the richest Canadians get huge tax breaks. 
– an NDP government will manage debt and deficits responsibly, borrowing where required to defend services depended on by Canadians, and moving to balance when prudent 
 
The party advocates: 
– using the Parliamentary Budget Office’s fiscal baseline over the next 10-year fiscal period to carefully focus on Canadians’ priorities and showing the courage to raise fair 
progressive revenues from those at the top to ensure that the national debt-to-GDP ratio falls over the 10-year fiscal horizon 
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– to protect everyday Canadians and force corporations and big polluters to pay a fair share, introduction of new, fair, and progressive tax sources 
– closing tax loopholes, including elimination of bearer shares, compelling corporate proof of reasons for offshore transactions, and improving transparency on taxes paid by large 
corporations 
– rolling back corporate tax rates to 2010 levels 
– increasing capital gains inclusion rate to 75% 
– boosting the top marginal tax rate to 35% 
– implementing a new 1% wealth tax on wealth of over $1 million 
 
Government Programs and Services 
The party advocates: 
– implementing a Government Service guarantee to make create and maintain binding service standards for programs like Employment Insurance, veterans support, Indigenous 
services passports, CRA call centres 
– restoring door-to-door mail deliver to all communities and protecting this service from future cuts 
 
Electoral Reform 
The party advocates: 
– implementation of mixed-member proportional representation, based on recommendations of an independent citizens’ committee 
– following a first election under the new voting system, holding a referendum to confirm the choice 
– lowering the voting age to 16 
– in order to stop the spread of disinformation, and fake news online, holding social media platforms responsible to flag and disable fraudulent accounts and respond promptly to 
misbehavior such as threats, hate speech, and foreign influence 
 
Government Accountability 
The party advocates: 
– replacement of the failed Phoenix pay system and ensuring that impacted workers are fairly compensated 
– reducing the inefficient and costly practice of contracting out government work 
– ending harassment in the federal workplace 
– tougher penalties for violations of the Conflict of Interest Act 
– banning all cash-for-access events and prohibiting all government officials from accepting donations from anyone whose private interest might be benefitted by decisions of the 
officials 
– institute a public inquiry into alleged attempts by the Prime Minister to interfere in the Attorney General’s investigation 
– to restrict improper influence, prohibiting lobbying by corporations facing criminal charges 
– abolishing the Senate, and in the meantime barring it from holding up legislation which has already been adopted by Parliament 
– introduction of an ethical social and environmental screen on government procurement 
– empowering the Auditor General to review taxpayer-funded government advertising to ensure non-partisanship 
 
Peace and International Relations 
The party believes that Canadian interests are best served by a strong and principled foreign policy based on human rights, multilateralism, and the best interests of global peace 
and security. 
 
The party advocates: 
– support for nuclear disarmament 
– recommitment to peacekeeping 
– ensuring that Canadian-made weapons are not used to fuel conflict or human rights abuses abroad 
– a just and lasting two-state solution for Israel and Palestine 
– restoring foreign assistance by contributing 0.7% of Gross National Income to International aid 
– working to do Canada’s share to help achieve the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 
– increased Canadian contributions to the Global Health Fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria 
– international promotion of the rights, security, and education of women and girls, including inclusion of women at peace conferences 
– holding corporations to high standards of corporate social responsibility 
– taking on a national role as global leaders in confronting the climate crisis  
 
Foreign Trade 
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The party states that Canadians expect foreign trade deals to be fair, respect human rights, protect the environment, and prioritize Canadians’ interest. 
 
The party advocates: 
– simplification of access by small- and medium-sized businesses to government export services, for entry into foreign markets 
– seeking agreements that broaden opportunity in all areas of the country 
– protection of supply management 
– standing up against unfair tariffs 
– improving transparency in trade negotiations, so that Canadians can clearly understand costs and benefits before proposed agreements are adopted 
– resisting investor-state dispute settlement agreements that unfairly favor corporations and threaten health and safety 
– resisting measures that could increase the cost of pharmaceuticals, weaken cultural protections, or undermine privacy rights 
– to defend Canadian workers from unfair trade practices, modernizing Canada’s trade remedy system 
 
National Defense & Veterans 
The party states that: 
– Canada’s military is responsible for defending Canada, keeping Canadians safe at home, and contributing to a more peaceful, stable world through operations abroad 
– Canada needs to offer the best care and support possible to veterans, whenever they come home 
 
The party advocates: 
– ensuring that the Canadian military has the equipment, training, and support it needs for their difficult and dangerous work 
– bringing Canadian search and rescue standards up to those of the rest of the world, and sufficient to meet needs in the North 
– keeping shipbuilding procurement on time and on budget, and ensuring that it is spread fairly across the country 
– basing fighter jet replacement on free and fair competition to acquire the best jets for Canada’s needs 
– opposing privatization of Canadian Forces Bases 
– a full review of benefits and working with veterans to determine the best way to provide the fair benefits to all veterans, including equal access to lifetime pensions 
– to reduce backlog in veterans’ cases, providing one caseworker for every 25 veterans and improving delivery of online services 
– assuring access to care and support to ease the transition from service to civilian life 
– expanding educational and family caregiver benefits to more veterans 
– automatically carry forward annual lapsed spending in Veteran Affairs to improve services 
 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
The party states that while every Canadian deserves to feel safe in their community, building a sense of community is more than the absence of crime – it includes ensuring that 
everyone matters, that the root causes of crime are addressed, and that everyone is treated fairly by the justice system. 
 
The party advocates: 
– working with provinces, territories, and Indigenous governments to support innovative models of community policing, and ensuring that the RCMP provides a harassment-free 
work environment 
– ensuring that all major cities have dedicated hate crime units, and convening a national working group to counter online hate 
– working to ensure that assault weapons and illegal handguns are kept off our streets, and talking gun smuggling and organized crime 
– ensuring that communities have access to funding for anti-gang projects to deter gang enlistment 
– working to prevent youth from falling pray to violent extremism 
– to build emphasis for restorative justice, ensuring that victims have access to counselling, referrals, police and court-related services, and voices in decisions that impact their 
safety 
– to protect national security, working with international allies, improving oversight of security services, and respecting the Charter rights of all Canadians 
– in order to restore independence to the judiciary, allowing judges greater discretion in sentencing and reducing reliance on mandatory minimums 
– in order to promote reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, ensuring that Gladue principles are consistently applied in court proceedings, and upholding the importance of 
community-based and restorative justice principles 
– proactive expungement of criminal records for Canadians convicted of minor cannabis possession 
– to protect the most vulnerable, increase federal funding for legal aid programs 
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Fiscal Stewardship 
The party states that: 
– in 2020-2021, the federal government recorded a $354 billion deficit, and Canada’s net debt surpassed $1 trillion (or $1000 billion) for the first time 
– debt is expected to keep climbing with deficits of nearly $155 billion in 2021-2022, and $60 billion in 2022-23 
– the past year’s deficit was entirely funded by money printed by the Bank of Canada, which is fueling inflation 
– Canadians are paying for the deficit indirectly, through higher prices on all goods and services 
– according to data published by the Parliamentary Budget Officer, if current policies are not adjusted, the federal government will only balance its budget again in the year 2070 
 
The party advocates: 
– in order to avoid passing on debt to our children, aggressively cutting spending and balancing the budget as quickly as possible 
– phase out all COVID spending programs and reversing new spending programs announced by the current government 
– eliminating the deficit by the end of a first mandate through fiscal prudence and spending cuts, including corporate welfare ($5B-$10B), foreign development aid ($5B), CBC 
($1B), equalization payments, and funding for programs which are provincial or municipal responsibilities 
– depoliticising the tax system and making it simpler and fairer 
– eliminating targeted tax measures that are inefficient and serve no compelling public policy purpose 
– cutting personal income taxes, corporate taxes, and the personal capital gains tax after the deficit has been eliminated, over the course of several budgets, as the fiscal room is 
found to allow it 
 
Parties, Territories & Municipalities 
The party states that: 
– the original purpose of the system of equalization payments was to ensure that all Canadians have access to a similar level of services from their provincial government, 
regardless of whether they live in richer or poorer provinces, and as a way to unite the country 
– equalization payments encourage recipient provinces to maintain large public sectors, keep taxes high, and intervene more in their economies, which drives out investment and 
lowers employment and productivity, depriving them of incentives to make their economies more competitive and develop their natural resources 
– provinces should not be receiving equalization payments for decades, just as individuals should not be receiving welfare cheques all their lives 
 
The party advocates: 
– reducing the total amount of equalization payments to provinces, and making sure that only the provinces with the greatest needs benefit from it 
– establishment of a parliamentary committee to review and make recommendations on a new formula that will avoid the welfare trap and provide poorer provinces with the right 
incentives to adopt pro-growth, economic policies and reduce their dependence on federal money 
– ensuring that the new formula respects our Constitution, makes provincial governments more responsible for their policy decisions, and is fair for citizens of all provinces 
 
Interprovincial Trade 
That party states that: 
– more than a century and a half after Canada’s founding, Canadians still cannot buy, sell, or work freely within their own country. In order to protect local special interests, 
provincial governments have adopted all kinds of measures that erect barriers to trade and labour mobility 
– in some cases, it is easier for a Canadian company to sell its product in another country than in another province or territory.  This hinders competition and impedes growth, while 
forcing Canadian consumers to pay more for good sand services 
– Section 121 of the Constitution states that goods must be “admitted free into each of the other provinces.” However, in the 2018 Comeau case, the Supreme Court ruled that 
measures which have the effect of limiting trade are unconstitutional only if it can be demonstrated that this is their “primary purpose.” This level of proof would be extremely 
difficult to establish in most cases 
– according to a recent Statistics Canada study, the level of trade within Canada corresponds to what would be expected if each province imposed a 7% tariff on “imports” of goods 
and services from other provinces 
– a 2016 study published in the Canadian Journal of Economics concluded that interprovincial trade barriers cost Canadians roughly $100 billion in lost economic opportunities 
annually, equivalent to $7,500 per household every year 
 
The party advocates: 
– reasserting the authority and leadership of the federal government on internal trade 
– use of section 91(2) of the Constitution, which gives Ottawa exclusive power to regulate matters of international and interprovincial trade, to force provinces to apply the 
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principle of mutual recognition where applicable 
– appointment of a Minister of Internal Trade whose sole responsibility will be to conduct studies, raise public awareness, counteract the influence of special interests that benefit 
from interprovincial barriers, and put pressure on provincial governments to get rid of them 
 
International Relations 
The party states that: 
– the exclusive priority of the government of Canada on the international scene should be to manage our relations with other countries in order to protect and further the interests 
of Canadians 
– however, there is a trend to dilute national sovereignty, and to favour increased international policy coordination as well as the redistribution of wealth from rich to poor 
countries under the supervision of the United Nations 
– over the past several years Canada has signed many UN treaties, accords and compacts on issues ranging from global warming to migration and sustainable development, that tie 
us to this corrosive globalist agenda 
– the United Nations is a dysfunctional organisation where non-democratic countries, because of their large numbers, have the most influence 
– existing aid programs discourage enterprise and innovation in poorer countries, creating a cycle of dependency and helping authoritarian governments stay in power 
 
The party advocates: 
– promoting a common-sense foreign policy focused on the security and prosperity of Canadians, not an ideological approach that compromises our interests 
– continuing to work closely with our allies to maintain a peaceful international order, while avoiding  foreign conflicts unless we have a compelling strategic interest in being 
involved 
– prioritizing relations with our main trading and defence partner, and work with the Biden administration, or whoever occupies the White House, to reinforce our friendship and 
cooperation 
– withdraw from all UN commitments, including the Global Compact on Migrations and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, that threaten our sovereignty, and reduce our 
presence in UN institutions to a minimum 
– liberalize trade with as many countries as possible, while ensuring our security and protecting our economy from the threat of potentially hostile foreign investors 
– saving billions of dollars by phasing out development aid, and focusing Canadian international assistance exclusively on emergency humanitarian action in cases such as health 
crises, major conflicts and natural disasters 
 
Defense & Veterans’ Affairs 
The party states that: 
– successive governments have starved our military forces of funds, equipment and support, and broken their trust with those who made an exceptional personal commitment to 
put life and limb at risk in the interests of the nation 
– until 2006, veterans injured or disabled during military service received a tax-free lifetime disability pension under the Pension Act, as determined by a veteran’s disability 
assessment, including support and survivor benefits for spouses and dependent children 
– the New Veterans Charter replaced those pensions with a one-time lump sum disability payout that is wholly inadequate, leaving many injured and disabled veterans in dire 
financial straits 
– the Parliamentary Budget Officer has calculated that the Pension for Life provides the average veteran lifetime payments less than one third of what would have been provided 
under the Pension Act 
 
The party advocates: 
– to recognize and respect the unique sacrifices of those who serve and have served in Canada’s Armed Forces, enshrining in legislation the country’s obligations to our veterans in 
a Military Covenant between the government and those who serve in the Armed Forces 
– reinstating the fair disability pension as previously provided for by the Pension Act. The pension will apply retroactively to 2006 and lump sum payments received since then will 
be treated as advance payments 
– a line-by-line review of the New Veterans Charter (including the Enhanced New Veterans Charter Act of 2011), to determine which policies and programs should be retained, 
simplify the system and make it easier to navigate 
– reemphasizing the legislative guarantee of the “Benefit of doubt” standard under the Pension Act 
 
Public Safety 
The party states that: 
– current refugee policy risks erasing  national borders 
–  in 2018, Canada welcomed more resettled refugees than any other Western country, and as many as all of the European Union 
– it is concerned that the UN’s Global Compact for Migration, which was signed last year by the current government, aims to normalize this kind of situation 
– since early 2017, more than 45,000 migrants have illegally entered Canada, mainly at Roxham Road in Quebec 
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– a report by the Parliamentary Budget Officer found that the federal government spends on average about $14,000for each asylum seeker crossing into Canada outside of official 
border points. The total annual cost for federal agencies to process these claims is expected to reach $396 million in 2019-2020 
 
The party advocates: 
– taking every measure necessary, in partnership with our American neighbours, to stop the flow of illegal migrants at the US-Canadian border 
– declaring the whole border an official port of entry for the purposes of refugee claims to send back to the US anyone trying to enter Canada illegally 
– fencing off the areas where illegal border jumping is prevalent, such as Roxham Road in Quebec 
– relying on private sponsorships instead of having the government pay for all the costs of resettling refugees in Canada 
– ending reliance on the United Nations for refugee selection 
– giving priority to refugees belonging to persecuted groups who have nowhere to go in neighbouring countries, for example Christians, Yazidis, and members of other minority 
religions in majority Muslim countries; members of the Ahmadi community, and other Muslims in these countries who are persecuted because they reject political Islam and 
adhere to Western values; and members of sexual minorities 
– taking Canada out of the UN’s Global Compact for Migration 
 
Firearms 
The party states that: 
– although the Firearms Act was amended in 2012 to repeal the long gun registry, it continues to classify firearms into different categories for reasons which frequently have 
nothing to do with their function, and allows firearms to be assigned new classifications at the whim of a bureaucrat, so that what is legal one day can become illegal the next 
 
The party advocates: 
– protecting society from the criminal misuse of firearms and prioritizing the deterrence and punishment of criminals while providing a legal framework that protects the property 
rights of firearm owners and treats them with fairness and respect 
–  replacing the Firearms Act and supporting legislation with new legislation that will prioritize effective measures to improve public safety and fight crime in Canada 
– replacing the costly and burdensome licensing system with an efficient lifetime certification system for firearms owners following mandatory vetting, safety training and testing 
– requiring that all firearms categories be based on function, not on looks or arbitrary political whims, and remove restrictions which unfairly target sport shooters, but have no 
deterrent effect on criminals 
– mandating that all future changes to firearms regulation be completed through Parliament only, so that neither the RCMP nor bureaucrats are enabled to reclassify arms without 
the approval of Parliament 
 

 

Points to Ponder: Good Government 
 
Consider asking your local candidates, elected representatives, and the parties, the following questions, and discussing their answers with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and fellow parishioners: 
 
The Role and Purpose of Government 
Catholics have definite ideas about the purpose of life and the proper roles of civil society, government, and other social institutions. 
– Are those ideas shared by most Canadians? 
– Are any values held in common by most Canadians? If so, what are they, and how do they inform the proper role of government and other social institutions?  For example, what do we owe each other, and what does the answer 
mean for government, charities, schools, etc.? 
– Is it possible to meaningfully or responsibly define a role for government – and therefore a party’s platform – without reference to the proper role of government and other social institutions? Should Catholics look to political 
parties to share their views on the role and the purpose of government as a part of their platforms? 
 
Respect & Good Governance 
– It is an unfortunate and nearly universal practice for our political parties, in framing their platforms and policy statements, to focus at least as much on what’s wrong with the other parties as they do on what’s right about 
themselves.   How can we, as citizens and voters, help encourage parties to look for common ground, speak positively about one another, and voice their suggestions for improvement in respectful and collaborative terms? 
– We have found, in our conversations with candidates and even the most partisan party adherents, that the greatest number of people agree on far more points of right, wrong, good, and bad than they disagree on.  Is it possible 
for us to start conversations by assessing our points of agreement, and the things we have already achieved, before leaping to differences and deficiencies that might tend to distance us from one another? 
– The church is clear on the conviction that elected leaders should seek to serve the common good, bringing with them to their work deep feelings of humility and deep commitments to wisdom.  How can we, as citizens and voters, 
encourage wisdom, humility and respect in those we elect, rather than selfishness and exclusion? 
 
Democratic Reform 
– The federal government and several provincial governments collect and distribute money to political parties.  How is such money divided between the parties?  What arguments exist in favor of this practice?  Are there arguments 
against it?   Do recent scandals indicate that the entire political financing system should be overhauled? 
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– Canada has long debated the advantages and disadvantages of first-past-the-post vs. proportional voting schemes.  Should the present system be changed?  If so, how? 
– in recent years several parties have barred members who are otherwise in good standing from running, based on the candidates’ announcement of positions that are inconsistent with specific planks of a party’s platform.  Are such 
practices consistent with good democratic principles?  If so, when and under what conditions? 
– It is very often the case that party members and candidates – including particularly rank-and-file members and staff members – are very good people, who sacrifice much in order to contribute to a better world.  And it seems too 
seldom that we thank them, or have anything other than criticism to offer.  What can we, as individuals, do to thank and support these selfless people? 
 
Public – Private Partnerships 
Cooperation between government and corporations or other private entities can be instrumental in accomplishing great common projects.  On the other hand, unwatched they can become instruments of misuse. 
– To what extent should public-private partnerships be allowed, for research, infrastructure development, or other purposes? 
– What type(s) of entities should be considered when contemplating such partnerships?  Local or foreign corporations?  Non-profit or charitable organizations? 
– How should such partnerships be monitored or regulated, in order to assure that arms-length relationships are maintained, and that principles of subsidiarity are respected? 
– Should public universities be allowed or encouraged to engage in profit-making ventures such as research and development directed toward specific products or commercial goals, or major sports events?   If so, how can the 
primary educational function of such institutions be maintained while respecting the independence and importance of educators? 
– To what extent should governments, NGOs, or public-private partnerships be allowed or encouraged to engage in social or cultural engineering of other societies or cultures?  Under what, if any, circumstances should aid be tied to 
social objectives such as birth control or ideological control? 
 
Fiscal Responsibility 
– What, if anything, should be done to address growing national debt and evolve a long-term practice of fiscal prudence? 

 
 

 


