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The Catholic Church considers that elected democratic office is a position of immense responsibility, to be held in 
high trust and exercised with great humility, wisdom, and respect, in the interest of the common good.  Our leaders 
are meant to help gather us in a spirit of mutual cooperation and support, setting for us an example of listening and 
collaboration as together citizens seek common ground for authentic growth as human beings.  This applies fully to 
municipal offices, including that of Mayor.  Cities are homes to the majority of citizens, and are often the first recourse 
of new citizens for safety, housing, and well-being.

The 10 open-ended questions below are meant to allow you to share, in your own words, your plans for working 
toward the true welfare of all Torontonians. 
 
Please start by confirming your name and preferred contact information: 
 
Candidate’s name:  

E-mail:  

Phone:  

Social Media Handle(s):  
 

YOUR VISION FOR SERVICE AS MAYOR

Your Political Vocation 

Q. 1.  What draws you to the vocation of service as Mayor of Toronto, a city of nearly 3 million people?



2023 Questionnaire 
Toronto Mayoral Candidates

Page 2 of 7

Q. 2.  What experience do you have that qualifies you to serve as Mayor? (Please feel free to point to an online or 
attached CV if desired)

Q.3.  What are the most important things you hope to accomplish as Mayor?
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Life & Human Dignity 

Q.4.  Catholics believe that we are all lost children of God, and that the purpose of this life is to find our way home to 
God – most importantly, by ensuring that our neighbours are enabled and encouraged to search for truth as 
well. What is your understanding of the purpose of life, and how does that inform your proposed policies?

Q.5.  Many Torontonians are rightly concerned with making diversity, equity, and inclusion a reality within our city.  
True efforts in such direction will not neglect those challenged by mental or physical disabilities.  What is your plan for 
making Toronto truly accessible to all? 
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Q.6.  Prominent current issues facing Toronto include homelessness and access to affordable housing. What can or 
should the City of Toronto do about housing? Are there others – other levels of government, charitable agencies, for 
example – that might be supported, called upon, and encouraged to help in such work?  How should any such 
organizations cooperate?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.7.  The news suggests that anxiety and mental health are also among the important issues facing Toronto –
incidents, including violent attacks, on the TTC, for example. What can or should the City of Toronto do about to 
address mental health and safety on the sidewalk? Are there others – other levels of government, charitable 
agencies, for example – that might be supported, called upon, and encouraged to help in such work?
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Care for the Environment 

Q.8. The City of Toronto has long been engaged with care for the environment.  Yet it can do more, particularly as
awareness grows of the urgent nature of climate crises. Catholic teaching recognizes that what happens with the
environment affects every aspect of our lives, everywhere on the planet. Pope Francis, like many faith leaders before
him, has called on us to “work together” to ensure God’s creation is protected for future generations.  How do you
intend to promote collaborative and effective approaches to municipal climate change commitments, such as the
TransformTO Net Zero strategy, to ensure care for the environment is consistently and urgently prioritized?
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An Economy to Serve People 

Q.9.  Among the greatest challenges faced by Toronto is affordable, accessible, and timely public transportation,
particularly as an alternative to the use of personal vehicles.  Vehicle congestion aggravates not only health concerns,
but difficulties faced by Torontonians in maintaining diginified and fulfilling work.  What are your plans for effectively
addressing this problem? What approach would you take to expanding public transit, improved access for pedestrians
and cyclists, and rejuvenation of infrastructure to make it easier for people in Toronto to access all the opportunities
Toronto has to offer?

As particular examples: 

• How do you propose to address highway congestion, including for example on the 401 ,427, Gardiner, and DVP highways?
In view of its success, do you support rapid expansion of the King Street Pilot Project to other streetcar lines?

• Do you support expansion of the streetcar system?
• Do you support expansion of the bike lanes system?
• Do you support installation of overhead electrical charging for the electric buses the TTC proposes to buy?
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Order & Public Safety 

Q.10.  As noted above, anxiety and mental health issues arising from the pandemic seem to be the cause of an alarming number
of violent assaults in Toronto, including on the TTC, with many people - including those suffering mental illness - becoming
victims. Street racing remains a hazardous and potentially lethal pastime among young Torontonians.  What steps would you
take to both reduce the threat of these and other hazards, and to address their underlying causes?


